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AT LAST!

At last...a dream come true. 

On December 21, 2005, another portion of the 
Bolsa Chica was purchased by the State of 
California for the benefit of future generations.  
At a cost of $65 million dollars, the state used 
funds from Proposition 50, a 2002 initiative that 
provided $3.4 billion for environmental projects 
and acquisitions, in what is a big win for the 
environment and the people of California.

“This is the culmination of 13 years and 
thousands of hours of work by the members of 
the Land Trust and other organizations in our 
community,” said Flossie Horgan, co-founder 
of the Trust. “We are ecstatic that this important 
open space will be preserved forever at Bolsa 
Chica.”

As so many of you know, the Land Trust  was 
formed in 1992 with the purpose of acquiring, 
preserving, and restoring all of Bolsa Chica 
including the wetlands, lowlands, and mesas.   
The desire to see the mesa preserved as well 
as the wetlands has been the driving force 
behind the Trust since its inception.

“When the Trust was formed, there were 4,884 
houses proposed at Bolsa Chica, 900 in the 
wetlands and over 3,900 on the mesa,” said 
Jerry Chapman, president of the organization’s 
Board of Directors. “We’ve whittled that down 
to zero in the wetlands and 349 on the mesa.   
And while we would prefer to see no houses 
built at all, we’re pleased that we’ve reduced 
the number by 93%.

From its modest beginnings when a handful 
of local residents met and asked “Why should 
any homes be built at Bolsa Chica?”, the Land 
Trust has grown to over 5,000 members from 
California and twenty other states.  From the 
very start,  Land Trust members literally took to 
the streets to get their message, “Save It, Don’t 
Pave It” out to the community.

Along the way the Land Trust sponsored or took 
part in many wonderful events including our 
Founding Ceremony, Bluegrass on the Mesa, 
and the Bolsa Chica Paddle-out in 1992, the 
spectacular Bolsa Chica Rally, featuring Bonnie 
Raitt, Graham Nash, and Pierce Brosnan in 
1996, and the visit by Senator Barbara Boxer 
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in 1997. There was also the creation of Bolsa 
Chica Bingo, the formation of the Bolsa Chica 
Stewards, the establishment of the Miracles 
of the Marsh elementary school program, and 
our participation in the Huntington Beach 4th 
of July parade for thirteen years in a row.  

On a more serious note, there were several 
defining moments in the history of the Land 
Trust.  The first was the 1996 lawsuit filed by the 
Trust and others which resulted in the “Bolsa 
Chica decision” and prohibited construction 
on wetlands under the California Coastal 
Act. The second was the 1999 ruling by the 
Court of Appeals which protected the Bolsa 
Chica lower bench eucalyptus grove as an 
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA). 
And, of course, there were the all-important 
Coastal Commision hearings, attended by so 
many Land Trust members, which time and 
again sent the developer back to the drawing 
board to reduce the size of his project.

“While we are pleased that the lower bench 
will be preserved for future generations, there 
is still a lot of work to be done,” said Jan 
Vandersloot, co-founder and current member 
of the Board of Directors. “This is just one 
battle. The fight to save Bolsa Chica is far from 
over.” 

Therefore, the Land Trust continues its 
advocacy role, working to preserve the 

remaining private parcels at Bolsa Chica. 
This includes the historic Upper Bolsa Chica 
Wetlands, threatened by a 175-unit housing 
development; and the culturally significant 
sacred cogged stone site, a six-acre parcel 
on which the owner hopes to put a housing 
development.

To personally know the Bolsa Chica is to 
know the rhyme and the rhythm of a living 
ecosystem.  It is the music of the mesas and 
the wetlands. It is a tribute to the harmony of 
life itself.  The beautiful dream of saving all of 
Bolsa Chica drove the passion of the Land 
Trust and its members. They had a dream they 
wanted the world to share.  And on December 
21, 2005 that dream came true.

As former Land Trust president Evan Henry 
put it, “Decades from now, the fight for the 
Bolsa Chica could be long forgotten. But for 
the Land Trust and its supporters, saving 
the Bolsa Chica will stand as one of the 
noblest achievements we could ever have 
accomplished in our time on this earth.”

Paul Arms is Vice President of the Land Trust 
and has been a member of the Board of  
Directors since 1999.

Marc Stirdivant has been the Executive Director 
of the Land Trust since March 2005. 

ESCROW CLOSES ON OCEAN VIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT LAND
Another piece of the Bolsa Chica puzzle fell into place when escrow closed last month on the 
15-acre parcel that the Ocean View School District owned on the lower bench of the Bolsa Chica 
Mesa. Together, with the purchase of the 103-acre lower bench, the total amount of preserved 
open space on the mesa is now 118 acres.

The district, which received $12.3 million for their land will use the funds to improve school facilities 
throughout the district. The Land Trust particularly wants to applaud the work of OVSD board member 
Barbara Boskovich for her leadership in bringing about this sale to the State of California.

The Land Trust thanks the Board of Trustees of the Ocean View School District for their commitment 
to their students and to the preservation of open space for future generations.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Gerald Chapman

JOIN IN THE CELEBRATION!
Tickets are going fast for our long-awaited and well-deserved celebration of the 
acquisition of the lower bench of the Bolsa Chica Mesa.  We will celebrate the people’s 
victory in the Land Trust’s ongoing battle to save the entire Bolsa Chica.  

The event takes place on Saturday, March 11th at beautiful SeaCliff Country Club 
located at 6501 Palm Avenue in Huntington Beach.  Besides our membership, people 
from the local community and state leaders who helped us in this effort have been 
invited.  

Festivities begin at 6 p.m. with a no-host cocktail hour.  This will be followed by a 
presentation of awards to state and local offi cials and the recognition of so many in 
the Land Trust without whose tireless efforts our dream for Bolsa Chica would not 
have been possible.  The evening concludes with a wonderful dinner and dancing.  
All this for $75 per person.

Space is limited so reservations will be taken on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis.  Call 
the Land Trust offi ce at (714) 846-1001.

Don’t miss the opportunity to celebrate YOUR VICTORY!

AND THE PARTY CONTINUES!
Join the Stewards for a very special MEMBERS ONLY morning at 
Bolsa Chica. On March 12th, from 9 am till noon, we will meet at the 
North Parking Lot on Warner Avenue.  We’ll head out to the pocket 
wetland (former BCLT property) and – using the plants that were 
part of our acquisition celebration from the night before – we’ll start 
planting on the slopes.  Dress for mess and we’ll provide the rest.  
RSVP to (714) 717-6304. 
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MIRACLES OF THE MARSH BEGINS ITS FOURTH SEASON
By Marinka Horack

The opening of our school tour season began 
on a beautiful sunny January day with a group of 
young students from Westmont School. Adding 
to the excitement of the occasion, was the fact 
that the newly remodeled wetlands footbridge 
at the PCH parking lot was finally open to the 
public, after three long months of construction.  

Dozens of White Pelicans greeted us at the 
footbridge as we began our hike. January 
is the height of the winter duck season at 
Bolsa Chica, and there were many species 
of ducks swimming about, entertaining our 
young students:  Ruddy Ducks, Northern 
Pintails, Scaups, Buffleheads, Sea Scoters, 
Blue-winged Teals, and American Wigeons all 
made an appearance.

As we walked along the Sand Dunes Trail 
toward the Mesa, our docent tour guides 
pointed out the wetlands plants such as 
pickleweed, salt grass, cattails and bullrush. It 
was low tide, so the Outer Bolsa Bay mudflat 
was exposed and hundreds of shorebirds 

feasted on crustaceans and other bounty from 
their outdoor cafe.  

The scent of sagebrush was in the air as the 
tour groups reached the Mesa, where they 
participated in classes on the topics of Bolsa 
Chica wildlife, native plants, water quality, and 
history.  Then the tour went on to the Great 
Blue Heron nesting site in the eucalyptus 
grove where we watched the herons at their 
nests. 

The students returned to their busses, tired 
but exhilarated from their two mile adventure 
at Bolsa Chica.  A special thanks goes to Tour 
Coordinator Linda Wolfe and our dedicated 
team of volunteer tour guides, without whom 
the tours would not be possible.

Marinka Horack has been a Land Trust board 
member since 1988 and is a docent for Miracles 
of the Marsh and our Sunday Bolsa Chica tours
   

Docent and Land Trust board member Rudy Vietmeier points out 
wildlife to children from Westmont Elementary School on a recent 
visit to Bolsa Chica.

Miracles of the Marsh docents (left to right): Linda Wolfe,  
Sharon Neely, Leigh Severson, Nancy Harris, Rudy Vietmeier, 
Betsy McNamara, Julian Vochelli, Glenna Touhey, and Carol 
Koelle.  Not pictured: Martina Beecher, Kristen Coppa, Vi Cowden, 
Ted Dowding, Marinka Horack, Bill Kettler, Karen Merickel, Juana 
Mueller, Diane Schochet, Marylyn Smith, Judy Todd, Chuck Wilmot, 
and Grace Winchell.
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GRAB OUR TOOLS!
By Kim Kolpin

First, a sincere and jubilant 
congratulations to every member 
of the Land Trust, and particularly 
to those unbelievably dedicated 
people who made our dream 
a reality!  The lower bench is a 
treasure and we are so very happy 
to dedicate ourselves to its future.  

In the coming months we are going 
to work hard to ensure that the 
community remains a signifi cant element 
in the restoration of the lower bench.  The 
Stewards restoration project has been 
so successful, and a model for others in 
the state, because of the fact that it is a 
community project.  

It is with your help that the history of Bolsa 
Chica will have a new chapter added.  This 
is our legacy, and it is one that grows, that 
blooms in the spring, that is alive with 
the songs of birds.  This is an amazing 
opportunity for us all, and it is with passion 
and hope that we invite each of you to join 
us on the Mesa.

If you’ve got Girl/Boy Scouts, 
we’ve got badges they can earn.  
Have a teenager who needs extra 
credit in science?  They can earn 
hours with us.  Want a fun and free 
activity to do with the family on 
a Saturday or Sunday morning?  
Check us out!  

We continue to meet every third 
Saturday of the month – rain or 

shine – in the parking lot at PCH and Warner 
Avenue.  We work from 9 a.m. to 12 noon and 
a good time is guaranteed for one and all.

ANOTHER WORK DAY has been added to 
our calendar!!  We will also meet every fi rst 
Sunday of the month (parking lot at PCH and 
Warner) at  9:00 am and go until 12 noon.  
Led by Thierry Kolpin, this group will focus 
on projects like trail maintenance and fence-
building.  Can’t make it on Saturday?  Try us 
on Sunday.  It will be awesome!

Kim Kolpin is a director of the Bolsa Chica 
Stewards, the restoration team of the Bolsa 
Chica Land Trust.  She can be reached at (714) 
717-6304 or at Kolpin@Stanford.edu

EDISON PROVIDES GRANT TO LAND TRUST
The Board of Directors wishes to thank Southern California Edison for the generous grant they recently 
provided to the Land Trust. Presented to the Board by Jerry Dominguez, Region Manager for Public 
Affairs, the grant will help fund our “Miracles of the Marsh” education program which brings children 
from Orange and Los Angeles counties to Bolsa Chica for a docent-led tour.

With the help of Edison, the Land Trust can pay for bus transportation for schools in underserved 
communities, as well as for teacher handbooks, and workbooks for the children to use in the 
classroom. Thank you, Edison!
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THE LAND TRUST REMEMBERS ELLEN STERN HARRIS
Ellen Stern Harris, a champion for the California coast, passed away on January 2, 2006. 
She was an inspiration to thousands of citizens who aspire to save open space. She has 
been called the “mother of the California Coastal Act of 1972” for her leadership in writing 
it.  The law created the California Coastal Commission of which she became vice chair.  
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust owes much of its success in acquisition of open space to the 
Coastal Act and to Ellen Stern Harris.

ADOPT-A-BEACH NEEDS 
VOLUNTEERS!

Each year the City of Huntington Beach and 
Simple Green give the Land Trust $1,000 in 
exchange for helping to clean up the beach 
between Lifeguard Stations 16 and 18.

This year, we need volunteers to help us.  

We will be working every Monday from 8:30 to 
9:30 a.m. from now until April 1st. Gloves and 
trash bags are supplied.  Parking is available on 
PCH and 22nd Street and parking passes are 
provided.

Please contact Eileen Murphy at (714) 374-0380 
or by email at Murphyeile@aol.com.

It’s easy!  It’s fun!  And we make a difference in 
our community!

UPDATE: UPPER BOLSA CHICA WETLANDS

So whatever happened to the Upper Bolsa Chica 
Wetlands (aka the “beanfi eld” off of Graham 
Street)?  While the newspapers proclaim the 
“end” of the Bolsa Chica saga, there are still 
chapters to be written.

The fate of Shea Homes’ 50 acres continues 
to be in fl ux. A full THREE years after the 
Huntington Beach City Council approved the 
Parkside project on a narrow 4-3 vote, not a 
single house has been built!

Shea spent one entire year just trying to get 
a complete Coastal Development Permit  
application before the Coastal Commission.  
But for the last two years, the delay has been 
courtesy of Mother Nature and the tenacity of 
Land Trust member Mark Bixby.    Mark has 
been methodically documenting the sensitive 
species that live on the property, the wetland 
vegetation that persists in growing, and the 
ponding that recurs after heavy rains.  The Land 
Trust has taken Mark’s data and commissioned 
several studies to further advocate for the 
property’s wetland status.

Unquestionably this additional information 
has stalled the scheduling of the Coastal 
Commission public hearing. If that weren’t 
enough, the latest event is groundwater 
seepage from last year’s heavy rains. Mother 
Nature is again helping us out! 



The Bolsa Chica Land Trust invites you to attend:

BOLSA CHICA: WHAT LIES BENEATH?
The remarkable history and artifacts of the Bolsa Chica mesas.
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Thursday, May 25, 2006
7pm-9pm
Huntington Beach Public Library
7111 Talbert Ave
Lower Level, Room C/D

Admission is FREE; $1 donation is suggested

Guest Speakers:

Luis Robles, Jr.,  member of the Acjachemem nation

Patricia Martz, Ph.D., Department of Anthropology, California State University, 
          Los Angeles

Erik Skindrud, journalist and expert on the World War II bunkers of Bolsa Chica

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY AT BOLSA CHICA!
 

Plant a plant.  Touch a shark.  
Watch birds with a spotting scope.
See Bolsa Chica up close and personal.
Activities for the entire family.

Sunday, April 23, 2005.
  
Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve.
Warner Avenue Parking Lot – 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
Call (714) 846-1001 for more information.
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Regular Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings

 2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
 Call 714-846-1001 for location

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
 3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
 Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
 PCH Parking at BC Wetlands
 For Info & to help call 714-964-8170

Bolsa Chica Stewards
 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month.  
 9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH &  
 Warner. Habitat restoration, trail maintenance,  
 etc.  For information, call 562-920-4215

Directory
Bolsa Chica Land Trust        
Exec. Director Marc Stirdivant 714-846-1001
Educ. Program Linda Wolfe 714-846-4588
BC Stewards Kelly Keller 562-920-4215
All Bolsa Chica Land Trust gift items available at Land 
Trust Office: Office Hours: 9:30AM to 5:30PM, M-Th

 

Membership Renewal/Application
Mail Your Completed Membership Application to

Bolsa Chica Land Trust
5200 Warner Avenue, #108

Huntington Beach, CA 92649
I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help 
preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem. 

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label

	
 $50.00 + Honor Roll

 $20.00 Family

 $15.00 Individual

 $10 Senior/Student
 Name

 Address

 City     State    Zip

 Telephone

 E-Mail

	This is a
 Renewal
 Membership

The future belongs to those who believe
in the beauty of their dreams.
          Eleanor Roosevelt


