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AT LAST: Bolsa Chica 
Pedestrian Bridge Installed!

By Laurel Telfer

The road from idea to reality 
has been long and winding, but 
now that the pedestrian bridge 
is fi nally in place and about to 
be offi  cially opened, it seems 
like this is a good time to 
remind everyone of the history 
of the project.

Ever since the Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust formed in June of 1992, it 
was clear that the access from 
the Warner Street parking lot 
over to the Mesa side was a 
big problem. Crossing over the 
traffi  c barriers and out on to 
Warner Avenue was a true risk 
for every visitor who wanted to 
walk the inside trail out to the 
Mesa.

In 2001, at a Land Trust event at 
Bolsa Chica, then Assemblyman 
Tom Harman discussed the 
need for safe public access to 
the Mesa with BCLT members 
and the Department of Fish and 
Game reserve manager.   

In 2004, the DFG applied for a 
grant for the pedestrian bridge. 
Over the next several years, the 
bridge project plodded slowly 
along, until May of 2007, when 
the Land Trust decided to 
aggressively promote it. At that 
time, the cost for the bridge was 
tagged at $440,000. The Wildlife 
Conservation Board, the DFG, 
and the County of Orange had 
all contributed to the bridge but 
there was still a funding gap. It 
was at this point that the Trust 
launched the WALK TO THE 
WILDSIDE footbridge campaign. 

Our wild idea was to raise $75,000 
to help fi ll the gap, and as usual 
with our outstanding Land Trust 
supporters, the results were 
overwhelming.

Our very fi rst donation came from 
7 year old Madison Makoff  who 
donated her birthday money to 
the eff ort. Then we had another 
big surprise when Land Trust 
members Chuck and Barbara Steel 
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challenged us with a match. They 
said that if the Trust could raise 
$25,000 by the end of September, 
they would match it with a 
$25,000 donation. 

Over the next three months, 
generous Land Trust members 
donated at a steady pace and, 
subsequently, at a public event 
in September of 2007, the Land 
Trust presented a check to the 
Wildlife Conservation Board for 
$75,000. We had met our match 
and then some through the Bolsa 
Chica Conservancy, and additional 
donations from the Amigos de 
Bolsa Chica.  

Other agencies made additional 
contributions to the bridge fund, 
including a $25,000 donation 
that came from the Pacific Life 
Foundation through the Bolsa 
Chica Conservancy.

From this point, the bridge project 
had to work its way through 
various governmental channels: 

The Coastal Commission issued 
its permit in June 2008.
In August 2008, Senator Harman 
held a meeting in Sacramento on 
the status of the bridge. Included 
in the meeting were the Directors 
of WCB and DFG. An updated 
timeline was submitted. 

In late 2008, the State Architect 
approved the plans for the bridge.
Then, the governor put a freeze on 
all state projects as a result of the 
budget crisis and recession.

In April 2009, state funds for the 
project were finally released.
In May the WCB unanimously 
approved additional augmented 
funding for the Bridge.

Bids went out and construction 
began in October at a manufac-

turer in Arizona with anticipated 
delivery in December.

The December delivery date was 
delayed because of transportation 
permit difficulties which Supervi-
sor John Moorlach helped solve. 
Bad weather further postponed the 
December delivery. 

But then, finally, nearly nine years 
after the first talks, the bridge was 
installed on January 13, 2010.  

An official Dedication Ceremony 
was held on March 4, 2010. Our 
next newsletter will feature the 
event.  

And the moral of this story? 

Nothing comes easy at the Bolsa 
Chica, but because we at the Land 
Trust never give up on our vision 
and goals, we are able to stay 
focused on bringing projects to a 
successful conclusion.

REPLACE WITH COMPLETED BRIDGE PHOTO-
Please Provide
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Paul Arms

Jan Vandersloot: a Bolsa Chica Hero

Dr. Jan Vandersloot, co-founder of 
the Bolsa Chica Land Trust, passed 
away on November 4, 2009.  With 
his passing the community lost a 
great leader and the environment 
lost a powerful voice.

Jan was a board member of the 
Bolsa Chica Land Trust, as well 
as other organizations including 
the Banning Ranch Conservancy, 
the Ocean Outfall Group, and 
R4RD.  He could often be seen at 
Coastal Commission hearings or 
City Council meetings advocating 
for protection of our local 
environment.

To those of us who knew Jan, he 
was a friend, a mentor and an 
inspiration. He demonstrated 
leadership, knowledge, and 
tenacity in defense of wetlands.  
His efforts motivated others and 
he always stood ready to share 
his knowledge. His warm heart 
and gentle soul went well with 
his sharp mind. He knew the 

California Coastal Act and the 
California Environmental Quality 
Act as well as anyone. Although 
he always fought hard, he never 
seemed bitter or hardened. He was 
an idealist and a pragmatist. 

He was born February 14, 1945, in 
San Diego, but his family moved 
to New Jersey. He graduated 
from Cornell University with a 
bachelor’s degree in biological 
science. He went to medical 
school at the University of 
Texas Southwestern and did his 
residency at Stanford. Jan served 
in the Navy and was stationed in 
Long Beach. He moved to Orange 
County in the 1980s and worked 
to protect our environment for 
three decades. He co-founded the 
Bolsa Chica Land Trust in 1992 
and had a medical practice in 
Huntington Beach.
 
Jan Vandersloot, the big tall 
Dutchman of the coast, leaves 
behind a wonderful family, as 

well as a legacy of environmental 
protection. He is survived by his 
wife, Cheryl, daughter, Tiffany, and 
son, Jon. His legacy is more than 
saved wetlands, cleaner water and 
organizations that will continue 
his efforts. His legacy is also his 
character. It is not only what he 
did, but how he did it. It is hard to 
say goodbye, but we can set aside 
the sadness and instead celebrate 
the very high standard that he set 
for us all.

We will miss him. 
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GRAB OUR TOOLS by Kim Kolpin

After fourteen years of dashing 
down the bike lane on Warner Av-
enue, with tools in hand and kids 
in tow, we now can breathe a sigh 
of relief and dance across the new 
pedestrian bridge at Bolsa Chica! 
The bridge will allow thousands of 
visitors of all ages and abilities to 
cross over to the Wild Side safely.  

I must applaud the professional-
ism and dedication of the Stew-
ards Core Team Leaders in getting 
everyone over and back safely 
every month for so many years.  

This was not as easy as you may 
think, creating a shield from 
bikes, buses and racing pick-
up trucks while leading people 
across a narrow pathway required 
acute awareness, organization and 
a willingness to put yourself in 
harm’s way to protect others. A 
special thank you goes to every-
one who contributed financially 
to the bridge, to Mike McMahan 
who spent many hours assisting 
DFG in supervising the construc-
tion, to Flossie Horgan who never 

“Determine that the thing can 
and shall be done, 
and then we shall  

find the way.”
Abraham Lincoln

let it slide, and to Bonnie Turner 
of the Wildlife Conservation 
Board in seeing it through.
 
Now, the next few months will 
find us replanting the area around 
the bridge on the Mesa. Hundreds 
of new plants and new fencing 
will greet each visitor at the start 
of their Mesa experience. The 
flora, fauna and history of the 
Mesa will now be more accessible 
to thousands, particularly those 
with physical challenges.  
 
We hope you have the chance to 
come out and see the new bridge.  
A great day to do it will be at our 
Earth Day Celebration on April 
17th!   From 10:00 am till Noon 
we will be celebrating the Bolsa 
Chica Jr. Stewards program, our 
vibrant group for kids. 

Giving children the mentoring, 
memories, and leadership skills to 
take them far may be one of the 
most important things we do.  So, 
this Earth Day we are focusing on 
the kids (aged 5 - 95) who want to 

BCLT Earth Day  
Celebration 

April 17th
10:00AM - 12:00AM
PCH and Warner Avenue

Call or click to sign up!

be a part of Bolsa Chica.  You will 
need to reserve a place for the 
event this year - so please see our 
website for more information and 
to sign up!!  

Go to www.bolsachicalandtrust.org 
and we’ll see you on Earth Day! 
     
Kim Kolpin is the Director of the The 
Bolsa Chica Stewards, the Restoration 
Team of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust.  She 
can be reached at (714) 717-6304.
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New Bolsa Chica Painting
We wanted to share a new painting which embraces the beauty, laughter, 
and fun that is Bolsa Chica. The artist is Rick Blake who painted it for 
his mother Juliann, a Miracles of the Marsh docent. Those who look close 
will spot Rick’s family in the painting, as well as other Land-Trusters here 
and there.   

Rick, 42, is a graduate in Fine Arts from Cal State Long Beach where he 
also received his teaching credential. He is currently teaching art full 
time at Portola Middle School in the Orange School District. Rick has 
lived in Huntington Beach since 1980. He has long had an interest in the 
preservation of the wetlands and has done much research on the history 
of the area. 

We want to thank Rick for sharing a great new painting..
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“Sacred 
Cogged  

Stone Site”  
Update

By Gerald Chapman

In November 2009, the Hun-
tington Beach City Council 
approved the pre-zoning and 
annexation agreement for the 
six acre site owned by the 
D.E. Goodell family.  This is 
the first step in the approval 
process for the City of Hun-
tington Beach to annex the 
property from the County of 
Orange.  The property is the 
last remaining six acres of 
the archeological site known 
as ORA 83.  In the past it has 
been known as the pole yard, 
the Goodell property, and by 
the Land Trust as the “Sacred 
Cogged Stone Site”.

In January, the Goodells sub-
mitted to the City the next 
steps in the annexation and de-
velopment process, applications 
for a General Plan Amend-
ment and a Local Coastal Plan 
Amendment.  The Land Trust 
is following the process very 
closely and is doing everything 
possible to acquire the parcel 
for a fair price in order to save 
it from development.  

The Land Trust will need help 
from the public to save this 
site.  If you are interested in 
helping in this effort, please 
call the Land Trust office at 
(714) 846-1001.

A Great Big Thank You!
By Flossie Horgan

The Land Trust was very busy in 2009. One of the most important fea-
tures of our organization’s success is our precious volunteers. We have 
especially wonderful “elfettes” who offer their holiday time to work in 
the office during those busy months of November, December and  
January.

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU goes out to the 2009 elfettes - Patty 
Dayneko, Eileen Murphy, Grace Winchell, Glenna Touhey, Marge Allen, 
Peggy Sloan, Mike Sloan, Toni Gregory, Sandy Smith, Laurel Telfer, and 
Carrie Thomas. 

Without their help those calendars, sweat shirts, t-shirts, note cards,  
Bolsa Chica “Chico” bags and thank you notes would still be in the  
office. 

We also want to thank Marinka Horack, Mike McMahan, and Bob 
Winchell who added their time and effort by making deliveries,  
organizing the BCLT storage facility and staging the monthly  
wetland tables. 

©
 V

in
ce

 T
ho

m
as



Bolsa Chica Land Trust • Spring 2010 7

Miracles of the Marsh
Docent Group Photo at Bolsa Chica

November 30, 2009 

 
FRONT: Grace Winchell, Carrie Thomas, Babs Levitan, Leigh Severson, Steve Mullins
MIDDLE: Bob Winchell, Cathy Parker, Lorraine Prinsky, Richard Valdes, Sharon Neely, Diane Schochet
BACK: Sandi Smith, Connie Boardman, Laurel Telfer, Julian Vochelli, Chuck Wilmot, Jim Thomas, Ted Dowding
CAMERA SHY: Linda Wolfe, Ed Albeg, Julian Blake, Gretchen Burton, Bill Kettler, Marilyn Smith, Judy Todd, Glenna 
Touhey, Rudy Vietmeier.                     

Miracles of the Marsh: Eight Years of Education
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust 
is now on its eighth season host-
ing Miracles of the Marsh school 
tours. We have an enthusiastic 
team of more than 25 docents 
who participate in the tours. The 
docents include retired teachers, 
experienced birders, Master Gar-
deners, HB old-timers, and long-
time Land Trust members. Each 
docent gives many volunteer 
hours to the program starting 
with training classes. Tours usual-
ly last about two and a half hours.  

The students and docents get a 
nice workout by walking about 
two miles. At each tour we have 
four docents who make four 
presentations on wildlife, native 
plants, Bolsa Chica history, and 
water quality. Often extra docents 
come to assist the tours and there 
are plenty of parent chaperons 
along to help. The highlight of the 
tour, which delights many of the 
students, has been the visit to the 
Great Blue Heron nesting site up 
on the Mesa. This year, the herons 
have been particularly active in 

building their nests in preparation 
for the nesting season. It hasn’t 
been unusual to see as many as 
20 herons flying about the nesting 
site.  

The tours are a great learning  
experience for the students, as 
well as the adults. We welcome 
persons interested in joining the 
docent team to call the Land Trust 
office at (714) 846-1001 for more 
information.
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Scheduled Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings

 2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
 Call 714-846-1001 for location

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
 3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
 Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
 PCH Parking at BC Wetlands
 For Info & to help call 714-964-8170

Bolsa Chica Stewards
 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month. 
 9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner  
 Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.
 For information, call 714-717-6304

Directory Bolsa Chica Land Trust        

Executive Director Flossie Horgan 714-846-1001
Education Program Linda Wolfe 714-846-4588
BC Stewards Kim Kolpin 714-717-6304

Bolsa Chica Land Trust gift items are available 
at the Land Trust Office
Office Hours: 9:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday-Friday
www.bolsachicalandtrust.org

Membership Renewal/Application 
N  I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help 
        preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem. 

N  This is a renewal membership.
Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label
 
 $50.00 + Honor Roll

 $20.00 Family

 $15.00 Individual

 $10.00 Senior/Student

 Name

 Address

 City     State       Zip

 Telephone

 E-Mail

 Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:
 Bolsa Chica Land Trust
 5200 Warner Avenue, #108
 Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Editor: Marc Stirdivant
Design: Sue Groetsch
Printed with vegetable inks on FSC certifi ed post-consumer recycled paper. 
Please recycle this newsletter or share it with others.

Something will have gone out of us as a 
people if we ever let the remaining wilder-
ness be destroyed.

Wallace Stegner

© Steve Smith


