
Bringing Bolsa Chica’s Tranquility Home

Happy 27th Birthday to Us! The mission of the Bolsa Chica 
Land Trust is the acquisition, preservation, and restoration of all of 
Bolsa Chica and the education of the public to its natural resources  
and cultural significance.©BCLT 2019
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By Erin Chin

Coloring is a way to 
exercise creativity and 
imagination while gently 
focusing and calming the 
mind. It also can help 
lower stress and anxiety 
levels.  

I find the act of coloring 
meditative, soothing, 
and relaxing. While I’m 
out walking Bolsa Chica 
I also find myself more 
mindful, happy, and less 
anxious. Wouldn’t it be 
lovely to be able to get 
those same feelings at 
home when I can’t drop 
everything and take a hike? That’s 
how I came up with the idea to create a 
coloring book of Bolsa Chica! 

I reached out to our community and 
a talented artist and UCLA student 
named Annie Bou offered to help me 
bring the idea to life. Together we have 
spent the last year collaborating on 
the Bolsa Chica coloring book. Thank 
you, Annie, for all your hard work and 
dedication to this effort!

I wanted the book to represent the 
natural world of Bolsa Chica with some 
educational value as well. The Bolsa 
Chica experience is a combination of all 
the different habitats, the various flora 
and fauna. We are fortunate to have an 
extensive collection of photos, thanks to 
the generosity of local photographers. 
I gave Annie select images to represent 
the diversity, and she skillfully 
converted them into colorable line 
drawings. I then added interesting 
facts and information to complement 

each drawing. The book has 
lowland and upland habitats, 
native flora, water dwellers, 
insects, reptiles, mammals 
and birds to represent the 
entire ecosystem at Bolsa 
Chica. 

You can get your own 
copy of the Bolsa 
Chica Coloring Book 
as our gift by donating 
$20 or more to the 
Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust today!
Your donation helps fund our 
continuing advocacy to save 
and preserve open space at 

Bolsa Chica forever, restore degraded 
acres to native sustainable habitats, 
and educate thousands of community 
members to the natural wonders and 
cultural significance of Bolsa Chica. 
Together, we can secure the future of 
Bolsa Chica as a preserved open space 
for all!

I hope you enjoy coloring these 
wonderful scenes of Bolsa Chica as 
much as we enjoyed bringing them to you!
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Executive Director’s Report

The mission of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust is the acquisition, 
preservation, and restoration of all of Bolsa Chica and the 
education of the public to its natural resources and cultural 
significance.

BCLT is actively engaged in programs and projects that address 
each of the aspects of our mission.
• Acquisition: Ridge & Goodell
• Preservation: Tidal Inlet Study, Public Access maintenance
• Restoration: Stewards Habitat Restoration Project, Jr. Stewards
• Education: Miracles of the Marsh, Public Outreach, Eco Cam

YOUR MEMBERSHIP MAKES ALL THIS HAPPEN, THANK YOU!

By Kim Kolpin

Wildlife and we are partnering with the 
State and Federal agencies which make 
up the Bolsa Chica Steering Committee 
every step of the way.  

David Cannon, Principal Engineer with 
Anchor QEA said, “I am very excited to 
work with the Bolsa Chica Land Trust 
and Bolsa Chica Steering Committee 
to develop a long-term management 
program that will provide a sustainable 
future for the Bolsa Chica Lowlands 
Restoration Project.”

Thank you to all who use their vote to 
support our wildlands, open spaces 
and environmental protection and 
conservation.  Your vote helped make 
this study possible for Bolsa Chica.  
Once a  solution is determined through 
the study, BCLT is committed to finding 
the support and funding to implement 
it, to ensure that the Bolsa Chica 
lowland wetlands continue to thrive for 
future generations of our wildlife.

The Bolsa 
Chica Land 
Trust is proud 
to announce 
that Anchor 
QEA, LLC has 
been awarded 
the contract 
to perform the 
Bolsa Chica 
Lowlands 
Restoration 
Project: 
Sustainability 
Alternatives 
Study.  This 
project’s goal 

is to identify a better way to maintain 
the wetlands while addressing sea level 
rise and climate change, and to protect 
the incredible biodiversity of the site.  
This project brings $280,000 of Prop 
1 Water Bond funding to Bolsa Chica.  
BCLT submitted and was awarded 
the grant to fund this study by the 
California Department of Fish and 
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In Loving Memory of Jim Anderson

Jim Anderson was a pillar for BCLT 
as treasurer and a member of the 
Calendar Committee. 
 
Photo by Marinka Horack

In March the Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust family said farewell to one 
of our most stalwart members. 

Jim Anderson served on our Board 
of Directors as Treasurer for an 
outstanding 15 years. He took great care 
of us and was the most solid foundation 
during the turbulent times of fighting 
off the development of Bolsa Chica. Jim 
was always confident that BCLT would 
be successful, as he believed so deeply 
in our mission and in the beauty of Bolsa 
Chica. Here are a few remembrances 
from those who worked closely with Jim:

Jim Anderson 
will be greatly 
missed by all 
of us at the 
Bolsa Chica 
Land Trust. 
Jim worked 
at the BCLT 
Wetlands Table 
and was a kind 
and thoughtful 
representative 
for the Land 
Trust. He 
was also on 
the Calendar 
Committee from 
2004-2018. 
Jim’s good 
humor kept 

the committee in a productive mode 
through many three-hour sessions as 
we selected photos and created each 
calendar’s layout. – Marinka Horack

Jim was one of the first people to 
welcome me to the BCLT. Kind, 
engaging, an absolute fount of 
information, Jim was also very funny. 
I ‘celebrated’ his birthday every year 
with an e-mail, and our conversations 
were always delightful. He was an 
incredible bike rider, and I admired his 
commitment to energetic exercise. I 
miss his observations about life and the 
important acts of daily living. A good 
man, gentle, smart, and a great sense 
of humor. He will be missed but happily 
remembered. - Roberta Armstrong

He was one in a million. - Flossie 
Horgan

I spent many a pleasant afternoon with 
Jim between 2005 and 2007, sitting in 
the office discussing the history, future, 
and the current status of Bolsa Chica. 
He put his heart and soul into the place, 
and our organization. What a good man. 
– Marc Stirdivant

I so loved working with Jim and 
appreciated his pragmatic approach to 
all the politics of producing a calendar. 
His careful approach to planning is 
irreplaceable, and his wit and good 
nature always helped propel the 
calendar committee through more than 
a decade of successful publications. – 
Christopher Burkhardt

Like clockwork, Jim would appear at 
the office every Thursday afternoon at 4 
p.m. With his satchel in hand, he would 
come in to take care of our finances. 
Although he volunteered every moment 
of his time, he took his responsibilities 
quite seriously and made certain that 
each penny was accounted for and that 
BCLT was on solid financial ground. 
His love of Bolsa Chica and BCLT ran 
deep. I recall one afternoon at the local 
bank where Jim, before engaging in the 
business at hand, gave a lesson in the 
importance of wetland conservation 
to the much younger bank manager 
standing before him. Thank you Jim! 
You are forever a part of the Bolsa Chica 
Land Trust. – Kim Kolpin



4    Bolsa Chica Land Trust •SUMMER 2019

A nice spot to camp!

Junior Stewards

Road Trip Off the Beaten Path
By Danny Hasheminejad

Joshua Tree. 

Iconic landscapes with rock formations, 
the superbloom, coyotes, and … Junior 
Stewards. 

We were the invasive species this time, 
as Board Member Jeff Rokos and his 
wife Natalie invited the older Junior 
Stewards and parents to camp and 
explore this beautiful place.

Our first night set the tone for an 
auspicious weekend, as the whole group 
told stories and played games by the 
fire, joking along with similar childish, 
dark humor. Junior Steward Declan 
Healy said, “I can’t think of anything 
[more fun than spending time in such 
an awesome place with my friends].”

The next day we climbed very large 
boulders piled on top of one another, 
careful to choose the best paths 
(sometimes retreating) but eager to 
get to the nearest zenith. We hiked 
Rattlesnake Canyon later the same 
day, following a wash (which became 
a thin stream with trees lining the 
water) for a few miles before we were 
able to convince one of the dads 
(Thierry Kolpin) to go back. Junior 
Steward William Balow said, “The hike 
up Rattlesnake Canyon was exhausting 
and pretty difficult, but I wouldn’t 
trade the experience of doing it for 
anything. It was a really neat area with 
cool animals, plants, rocks, and much 
more water than I was expecting to 
see. It was fun to do so much climbing 
because I had never done anything like 
that before. I hope to go back to Joshua 
Tree sometime not too far in the future 
to try my luck in new areas and see more 
of the amazing things the area has in 
store. “ 

Back in camp we played paddleball and 
tried the slack line (i.e., trapeze) before 

grilling up some beyond-meat burgers. 
At night we listened to some live music 
and went for a walk, finding a spot to lie 
down to gaze up at the stars. 

Amazing trip. Five stars. 

 Junior Steward Marcus Kolpin said, 
“What’s really great about going places 
to explore nature with the Junior 
Stewards is that we tend to travel the 

roads less traveled. For example, when 
we hiked up Rattlesnake Canyon we 
hiked farther than most people would go 
and because of this, we reached a point 
where we couldn’t hear anybody else or 
any sound of civilization. This is part of 
what makes the Junior Stewards so great-
-it allows for us to experience nature 
without the impact of human civilization. 
All of this helps to outline our goals as 
an organization to restore the natural 
environment to this untouched state.”

The wildflower bloom in Joshua Tree covered the desert floor in yellow.  
All Photos by Jeff  Rokos

Junior Stewards Griffyn Kolpin and Ian 
Hansen with dad Aaron Hansen.
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By Erin Chin 

This year Mother Nature has given us 
lots of rain that has been timed perfectly 
for the native plants, but not for our 
schedule. Every Steward work day 
through April was either rained out 
or canceled because the flooded trails 
presented unsafe working conditions for 
our volunteers. The rains were great for 
all the native plants we had planted in 
the last 23 years but were also great for 
the weeds -- which grew well above knee 
high! 

Since April we have been focused on 
clearing the weeds away from the young 
plants that we planted in the last months 
of 2018, and on planting as many 
native grasses and Southern tar plant 
as possible. With the cooler weather 
lasting into May, we were able to extend 
our planting season by a month! That’s 
been great for getting the last hundred 
or so plants we nurtured in the Growing 
Space into the ground before the hot 
summer temperatures arrive.

Something we’ve had to really do this 
year is be super flexible and patient. It 
is always good to have a plan B or even 
plan C in your back pocket, and boy 
did we use them! Habitat restoration is 
often a challenge, and we just have to go 
with the flow. When your best laid plans 
are rained out and the weeds take over, 
you just have to stop and remember that 
you are working with Mother Nature 
and not against her.

Another challenge we’ve faced is getting 
water out to the Growing Space and 
to our plants. Even with all the rains, 
we still need water on site for planting 
and for the young seedlings we grow 
at the Growing Space. The path the 
water truck uses to go fill the Growing 
Space’s water tank has been flooded. 
It takes a while for that path to dry out 
enough to support the weight of the 

water truck and the 2,000 gallons 
of water it carries, so we’ve had to 
get creative. On volunteer events we 
have been using people power to haul 
water by hand in wagons from the 
parking lot to where it’s needed. This 
is hard work and I am very grateful 
to all the volunteers who have pulled 
the heavy wagons back and forth to 
supply water to the plants! We hope 
to get the water truck back out soon 
so these volunteers can do more of 
the fun stuff! 

Thank you to all the patient volunteers 
this year who’ve had to be flexible with 
the changing timetables and activities! 
It would have been nice if everything 
had worked out as scheduled, but 
Mother Nature had other plans!

Stewards Report

 The Best-Laid Plans …
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Ana, Garden Grove, Fullerton and Los 
Alamitos. The program was funded by a 
$5,000 grant from the Orange County 
Community Foundation and with 
$15,000 from our membership. 

Your support bought workbooks 
for each child and funded the bus 
transportation for hundreds of students 
to Bolsa Chica. 

Your support funded educational 
materials used during each of the 37 
tours.

Miracles of the Marsh

 17 Years of Miracles!

This June found us celebrating another 
successful year of our Miracles of the 
Marsh educational program. This year, 
1,886 third graders from 21 schools 
participated in the program. Our 
amazing team of docents gave 37 tours 
this season. 

This brings the program’s total to 
29,882 students educated and 583 tours 
given. 

This year, the Miracles program taught 
students from Huntington Beach, 
Westminster, Fountain Valley, Seal 
Beach, Long Beach, Anaheim, Santa 

Your support is critical to this program, 
and your support is the foundation for 
its success. Please consider donating, so 
that Miracles of the Marsh program can 
continue to educate and inspire the next 
school year’s third grade students.

Thank you to each of our truly dedicated 
and wonderful docents, volunteers and 
staff who give so much time and love to 
this program, and to you, our members 
for making Miracles happen at Bolsa 
Chica! 

Thank you to each of our truly 
dedicated and wonderful docents, 
volunteers and staff, and to you, 
our members for making Miracles 
happen at Bolsa Chica! 
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If you have some spare time, 
consider spending some with us.
Summer is the perfect time to help out 
in our Growing Space with the Bolsa 
Chica Stewards.  The GS, as we call 
it, is the plant nursery where we raise 
plants from seed for planting during the 
planting season (Oct-Apr).  Right now 
a small group of dedicated volunteers 
helps keep the plants growing by going 
to the GS one to two times a week for 
around two hours per visit. 

Generally, we go out either at 9AM or 
around 2PM.  You’ll get to help with 
starting seeds, repotting growing 
plants, maintaining plants, collecting 
seeds, etc.  It is hands on learning about 
habitat restoration and native plants – 
and it’s fun!  

You can also help by preparing the seeds 
that we have already collected.  We need 
to separate the seeds from all the extra 
stuff that comes along when picking 
them.  Bonus - this gets done in the air-
conditioned office! 

Want to help?  Contact 
Beverley@bclandtrust.org 

or call the office at  
714-846-1001.

Beach Clean-up
We would like to give a big thanks to Mike McMahan, and all the volunteers who 
joined him this past season – and all the years before – for actively caring for our 
coastal environment by participating in our winter beach clean-ups.  

For many years BCLT volunteers have been helping keep our beach clean with these 
weekly clean-ups.  Cleaning the beach is a natural extension of caring for Bolsa 
Chica.  Keeping trash off the beaches, not only makes the beach a better place, but 
helps prevent that trash from entering the wetlands through the inlets that con-
nect them.  It also helps to protect our ocean and wetland wildlife, as well as helping 
maintain the important biodiversity of both these amazing places.

The beach clean-ups take place each Monday morning from November through 
March at 8:30am. Volunteers meet at 20th Street in Huntington Beach at the Hun-
tington Beach City Beach, and BCLT provides the needed supplies.

Whether you come once, or are there each week, every little bit counts, and 
we are grateful for your efforts!
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BCLT Board Meetings
The BCLT Board meets quarterly 
Call 714-846-1001 for date, time and location

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
Meet at Wetlands PCH Parking Lot

Bolsa Chica Stewards
1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month 
9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner 
Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.

Membership Renewal/Application 
N  I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and         
      help preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem. 

N  This is a renewal membership.

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label
 
 $50.00 + Honor Roll

 $25.00 Family

 $15.00 Individual

 $10.00 Senior/Student

 Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:
 Bolsa Chica Land Trust
 5200 Warner Avenue, #108, Huntington Beach, CA 92649


