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Days before the planned public hearing that 
had been scheduled for August 8, Huntington 
Beach officials asked the California Coastal 
Commission to postpone discussion of their 

Local Coastal Program Amendment (LCPA).  The 
official reason was insufficient time to review 
the 194-page main Commission staff report and 
a 45-page addendum.  Many believe, however, 

COASTAL COMMISSION STAFF CONFIRMS
 WETLANDS AND ESHA ON SHEA PROPERTY!

August Hearing Receives Last-Minute Postponement
By Julie Bixby and Marc Stirdivant

Exhibit L from the Coastal Commission Staff Report shows the Upper Bolsa Chica Wetlands 
property with the proposed AP wetland (Agricultural Pond) and the WP wetland (Wintersburg 
Pond) surrounded by 100 foot buffers. The proposed North and South Eucalyptus Grove ESHAs 
are surrounded by 100 meter buffers.
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that it was not the lack of time that was 
problematic for the City, but the contents of 
the two documents that were worrisome to 
the developer, Shea Homes.  

Among the findings in the staff report was 
confirmation of the position long held by the 
Land Trust, that wetlands do indeed exist on 
the Shea Property and that the eucalyptus 
groves, used by numerous raptor species, 
qualify as ESHA (Environmentally Sensitive 
Habitat Area).  These findings came as the 
result of four years of work by local resident 
and Land Trust member, Mark Bixby, and more 
recently by consultants hired by the Trust.

The staff report made it clear that the LCPA 
submitted by the City contained numerous 
deficiencies.  Staff has recommended outright 
denial of the plan “as submitted,” and the Land 
Trust fully supports this recommendation.  
The staff made a second recommendation 
to approve the LCPA with suggested 
modifications.  Most of these changes are for 
more stringent language in the plan to better 
ensure compliance with the Coastal Act.

However, the biggest change proposed by 
staff concerns the amount of land to be zoned 
as Open Space – Conservation.  The City’s 
proposal contained hardly any OS-C.  But due 
to the presence of wetlands and ESHA, staff 
proposed that three specific areas be given 
the designation.

“The Land Trust is encouraged by staff’s 
admission that these sensitive areas exist on 
the property,” said Flossie Horgan, co-founder 
of the Trust on a recent visit to the site.  “But 
we would like to see a larger area protected 
than what they are suggesting.”

The addendum noted that the Commission had 
received over 500 postcards from concerned 
citizens asking that the project be denied 
(these are the yellow cards members were 
asked to mail last year).  This is a tremendous 

outpouring of support for the preservation of 
the Upper Wetlands site by members of the 
community.

Inside this newsletter is a lime green postcard.  
Please take a moment to fill it out, sign it, and 
mail it with a 39 cent stamp.  The Commission 
needs to know that our community is still 
opposed to this development and that a 
larger area of wetlands and ESHA must be 
preserved.

The next opportunity for the Coastal 
Commission to hear this issue will be October 
11-13 in Long Beach.  Check the Land Trust 
website after October 1 to see if this item has 
been scheduled, or send an e-mail to bclt@
bolsachicalandtrust.org to receive an e-mail 
notification.

We urge all Land Trust members to attend 
this important hearing. And please mail your 
card to the Coastal Commission!

Julie Bixby is a member of the Board of the Bolsa 
Chica Land Trust and is chair of the Upper Bolsa 
Chica Wetlands committee.  Mark Bixby is her 
husband.

Marc Stirdivant has been the Executive Director 
of the Land Trust since March 2005.

Flossie Horgan, co-founder of the Land Trust, meets with Land 
Trust member Mark Bixby on the Upper Bolsa Chica Wetlands 
site.  Behind them, the AP wetland is fenced off in the foreground 
and the WP wetland is in the background.
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LAND TRUST BOARD SUPPORTS PROPOSITION 84
By Paul Arms

The Board of Directors of the Land Trust has 
voted to support Proposition 84, the Clean 
Water, Parks and Coastal Protection Act, which 
is on the ballot in November. 
 
This measure will help protect our ocean and 
coast, and provide more funds for acquisition 
that could also help the Bolsa Chica. Our name 
as a supporter means a lot to the California 
environmental community because of the 
leadership we have shown in the past and the 
influence of our dedicated membership. 

In fact, Proposition 84 provides $540 million for 
Beaches, Bays and Coastal Protection, $500 

million for Parks and Nature Education Centers, 
$928 million for Protection of Rivers, Lakes and 
Streams, $800 million for Flood Control, $240 
million for Safe Drinking Water and so much 
more.

The Bolsa Chica Land Trust has worked hard to 
bring money home to Orange County to acquire 
the mesa and is now working to acquire the 
Upper Bolsa Chica Wetlands and the Sacred 
Cogged Stone Site.  Proposition 84 can help us 
achieve those goals. 

Paul Arms is Vice President of the Land Trust and 
has been a member of the Board since 1999.

LAND TRUST BOARD OPPOSES PROPOSITION 90
By Nancy Donaven

Proposition 90 is a wolf in sheep’s clothing.  
Masquerading as reform of eminent domain, 
it actually authorizes new lawsuits that will 
severely impact state and local governments’ 
ability to enact and enforce environmental, 
land use, and consumer protection.  This wolf 
could cost us billions in frivolous lawsuits 
which would drive up the costs of infrastructure 
such as schools, traffic relief, and flood 
control.  It would undermine the ability of local 
communities and even local voters to decide 
what types of projects would be built in their 
neighborhoods.

Very telling are the groups which oppose 
Proposition 90.  Not only are environmental 
organizations such as The Nature Conservancy, 

Audubon California, and the California League 
of Conservation Voters opposed to the measure, 
so are organizations such as the League 
of California Cities, California Police Chiefs 
Association, California Fire Chiefs Association, 
California School Boards Association, California 
Association for Local Economic Development 
and the League of Women Voters of California.   

This is one of the most important pieces of 
environmental law to reach the ballot in decades.  
If it passes, it could have a profoundly negative 
impact of the work of organizations like the 
Bolsa Chica Land Trust.
 
Nancy Donaven has been a member of the Land 
Trust since 1992 and served as its President from 
1996 to 1998.
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For the first time in more than 100 years, the 
ocean flowed directly into the historic wetlands 
at Bolsa Chica.  The opening of the tidal inlet, 
which took place during the wee hours of 
the morning on Thursday, August 24th, was 
celebrated by more than 100 members of the 
Land Trust, the Amigos de Bolsa Chica, state 
and federal officials, and many local residents. 
 
The event capped a two-year project by eight 
state and federal agencies including the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the California 
State Lands Commission, and the California 
Department of Fish and Game to restore nearly 
600 acres of wetlands at Bolsa Chica. It is 
the largest and most ambitious restoration of 
coastal wetlands in the history of California.  

“Ninety-five percent of California’s coastal 
wetlands have been lost to development,” said 
Marc Stirdivant, executive director of the Land 
Trust.  “The establishment of these restored 
wetlands will provide significant habitat for the 
more than 200 bird species, including the eight 
endangered or threatened species, at Bolsa 
Chica.”

Water from the Pacific will flow into the newly 
created 367-acre full tidal basin twice a day, 
restoring a natural rhythm that should replenish 
the fragile ecosystem with wetland plants, and 
attract greater numbers of marine and bird 
species to Bolsa Chica.

As part of the restoration project, the loop trail 
from the Bolsa Chica footbridge to the Mesa Point 
has been re-opened.  This trail, which sits on top 
of the tidal basin’s levee, is easily accessible from 
the south parking lot on Pacific Coast Highway.  
Along the way there are two new overlooks - 
the Footbridge Overlook and the Rabbit Island 
overlook - which provide spectacular views of 
the newly restored wetlands.  A third overlook, 
known as the East overlook, is inland along the 
Wintersburg channel and provides sweeping 
views of the full tidal basin.

The public is invited to enjoy the trails and 
overlooks, but is reminded that this is an 
Ecological Reserve where the rules and 
regulations which are posted along the way 
must be observed.

TIDAL INLET OPENS AT BOLSA CHICA!

Members of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust including Nancy Donaven, Paul Arms, Marc 
Stirdivant, Julie and Mark Bixby, and Lois Vacker celebrate the opening of the tidal inlet 
at Bolsa Chica.  Heavy equipment moved earth during the early morning hours and by 
sunrise the inlet was open.                                                       Photos by Mark D. Bixby
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The Bolsa Chica Land Trust presents:

Tuesday, October 3, 2006

7pm-9pm

Huntington Beach Public Library

7111 Talbert Ave

Lower Level, Room C/D

* See the dramatic results from 
the Lower Bolsa Chica Wetlands 
Restoration Project.

* Check out photos from the 2007 
“Wings over Bolsa” wall calendar 
in a special slide show.

Admission is FREE
(donations are appreciated)

The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is a non-profit 501(c)(3) dedicated to acquiring, restoring, and 
preserving all of the lowlands, uplands, and wetlands of the Bolsa Chica in Orange County.  
For further information, contact (714) 846-1001 or visit www.bolsachicalandtrust.org. 

Bolsa Chica’s 
EXTREME 

MAKEOVER 

* What makeover is in store for the Upper 
Bolsa Chica Wetlands–houses or habitat? 
Learn how you can make a difference at the 
Coastal Commission hearing!
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There has never been a day in my life when I 
was not in love.                       
				        Edward Abbey

It is no accident that Edward Abbey was 
Dick LeGrue’s favorite author.  Abbey was 
a passionate environmental advocate who 
voiced the belief that the West was in danger 
of being developed to death, and that the only 
solution lay in the preservation of wilderness.

You couldn’t find a better description of Dick 
LeGrue.

Dick was born and raised in Los Angeles, but 
discovered an enthusiasm for the outdoors 
at an early age.  He possessed – like Edward 
Abbey – a deep and abiding love for the 
American Southwest.

                                

A TRIBUTE TO DICK LE GRUE

1935 to 2006

Dick was a member of the Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust for thirteen years.  He served on the 
Trust’s Board of Directors and edited and 
published “Music from the Mesa”, raising it 
to the professional standard it enjoys today.  
For the past five years he was also in charge 
of the Land Trust’s email list known as “the 
Advocates”, and was instrumental in getting 
important, last-minute communications out 
to members regarding public hearings, letter-
writing campaigns, and other Land Trust 
activities.

His wife, Connie Boardman, remembers that 
he attended the first anniversary of the Land 
Trust in 1993.  She had other obligations that 
day and did not accompany him.  Not long 
afterward, her phone began to ring.  Land Trust 
board members were calling – one after the 
other – to thank her for joining the Grant-writing 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Gerald Chapman

In the past I have written how the volunteers have made the Bolsa Chica Land Trust a highly 
respected organization.  Except for our small staff and paid consultants, everything we have 
done has been accomplished by volunteers.  Some are very visible in the public eye, but the 
great majority are never seen.

Regretfully we recently lost one of our invisible heroes.  In July, Dick Le Grue lost his long, 
valiant battle with cancer.  He will be greatly missed for his work behind the scenes, but most 
importantly for his friendship.  It is a void that will be diffi cult to fi ll.

Our deepest condolences go out to his family from all the members of the Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust.

committee, the EIR committee, the Strategy 
committee, and so on.  It turned out that, in 
her absence, Dick had signed her up for every 
committee the Land Trust had.

Dick worked with the Art League and a group 
of Laguna Beach artists to co-sponsor the 
Bolsa Chica Land Trust Plein Aire Festival and 
Art Show, the proceeds from which benefi ted 
the Land Trust.  In 1999, he coordinated the 
production of “Celebrate the Bolsa Chica”, a 
book of poetry and local history that has been 
widely read and is still sold by the Land Trust 
today.

The Land Trust’s annual sunrise celebration on 
the Bolsa Chica Mesa was initiated by Dick, as 
was the Kennedy-Kolpin Conservation Award, 
presented each New Year’s Day to a volunteer 
who had made an outstanding contribution to 
the restoration of the lower bench.

In March, Dick sent a letter to the Board of 
Directors of the Land Trust, not long after our 
celebration of the acquisition of the lower 
bench.  In it, he quoted from the Broadway 

musical, “Rent”.

How do you measure, measure a year?
In daylights, in sunsets, in midnights, in cups of 
coffee.
In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife. 
In 525,600 minutes – how do you measure a year in 
the life?
How about love?  How about love?  How about love? 
Measure in love.

Dick went on to say “I found the quote above 
in one of my email messages this morning and 
thought it quite appropriate for the occasion.  
The only thing I would change is, How do you 
measure 14 years?  If we could fi gure out how 
to measure love, we would be on something, 
and closer to measuring the real meaning of the 
Bolsa Chica Land Trust.”

Dick LeGrue loved the Bolsa Chica and never 
faltered in his support and respect for the 
environment.  This lovely, intelligent artistic, 
dedicated man will be missed by all who had 
the privilege of knowing him.



GRAB OUR TOOLS
By Kim Kolpin

If you have walked or driven past the Mesa Point during the past 
few months, you have seen a good deal of construction going 
on.  Sadly, this work stripped away many of our oldest and most 
beautiful plants.  However, it was for the greater good as a culvert 
connecting Outer Bolsa Bay to the Bolsa Chica pocket has created 
a new 42-acre muted tidal wetland.

This Fall the Stewards will kick off our most ambitious planting 
season ever by replanting the Point with over 4,000 native plants.  
We are very excited about this opportunity since we can create a 

greatly enhanced and beautiful plant mosaic for all to enjoy.  Thanks to our friends at 
Alcoa Fastening Systems, we have received a grant from the Alcoa Foundation which 
will allow us to transform the Point from what is now barren dirt into a beautiful and 
thriving Coastal Sage scrub habitat.

On the other side of the hill you will fi nd us really getting into the mud as we dive into the 
pocket wetland for our fi rst project using true wetland plants.  The culvert construction 
removed a large swath of wetland vegetation from the pocket and the Stewards have 
received a grant from the Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project to restore this 
area.

For this project we will collaborate with the California Coastal Commission’s ROOTS 
Project from the Upper Newport Back Bay Ecological Reserve.  This exciting relationship 
will benefi t both organizations.  With ROOTS we will harvest and cultivate wetland plant 
material from both sites and propagate them at the ROOTS nursery which the Stewards 
will help to expand.  Our goal is to put in an estimated 1,000 plants into the pocket 
wetland.

This summer we celebrated the contributions of the students and teachers from the 
Environmental Science Club of Mayfair High School in Bellfl ower.  They were awarded 
the 2007 Bolsa Chica Stewards Educators Award for their continuing dedication to our 
project.  In the spring, unknown to us, these students also had a penny drive at the 
school and raised over $1,000 for the purchase of plants for the Mesa.  

This planting season, which begins October 21st and runs through April 2007, will be 
a busy and exciting one.  Of course none of this is possible without volunteer help.  
Please join us for a workday!!! 

Kim Kolpin is a director of The Bolsa Chica Stewards , the restoration team of the Bolsa Chica 
Land Trust.  She can be reached at (714) 717-6304 or at Kolpin@Stanford.edu
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COMING SOON: 
2007 “Wings Over Bolsa” Calendar

“Wings Over Bolsa,” the Land Trust’s annual 
calendar, will once again go on sale in 
October.  For the fourth consecutive year we 
will feature the work of local photographers 
with every spectacular photo taken at Bolsa 
Chica.

Please check the enclosed insert for 
information on prices and how to order.  
Proceeds from the calendar go to further 
the Land Trust’s mission at Bolsa Chica.  

Last year’s calendar was completely sold 
out.  Be sure to get yours early for the 
holidays!

LAND TRUST RECEIVES GRANTS FROM 
THE ORANGE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

AND THE WILL J. REID FOUNDATION

The Board of Directors of the Land Trust wishes to thank the Orange County Community 
Foundation for the generous grant they recently provided to the Land Trust.  This grant 
will support our “Miracles of the Marsh” environmental education program which brings 
children from around Orange County to Bolsa Chica for a docent-led tour and instruction 
in plant life, animal life, water quality and local history.  Thanks to the OCCF, the program 
is fully funded for the 2006-2007 school year.

The Board also wishes to express its appreciation to the Will J. Reid Foundation.  This 
foundation, a long-time supporter of the mission of the Land Trust at Bolsa Chica, recently 
provided a generous grant for the general operating expenses of the Trust.  Without grants 
such as those provided by the Will J. Reid Foundation, the Trust would be unable to carry 
out its programs and goals.

We thank the Will J. Reid Foundation and the Orange County Community Foundation for 
their generosity and support.

This is one of the many spectacular photos in the 2007 “Wings Over 
Bolsa” calendar.                                        Photo by Larry Kaufman
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JOIN THE  NATIVE AMERICAN 
PILGRIMAGE OF THE PEOPLE

Saturday, October 7, 2006 marks 
the tenth anniversary of the 
Pilgrimage of the Gabrielino/
Tongva and Juaneno/Acjachemen 
People as they visit the sites of 
their ancient heritage and carry 
prayers to honor the spirits of their 
ancestors.

The public is invited to meet in 
the north parking lot of the Bolsa 
Chica Ecological Reserve at 12 
noon and walk to the Memorial 
Garden established near the 
Mesa Point by Native Americans 
and members of the Land Trust.  A 
ceremony on the Mesa Point will follow.

The group will then move north to the site of 
ORA-83, the Sacred Cogged Stone Site.  This 

area was occupied for over 6,000 
years by Tongva/Acjachmem 
ancestors and is threatened 
by a proposed residential 
development.

The day concludes at Povun’nga, 
the place of creation, the place 
of gathering, which is located 
on the campus of Cal State 
Long Beach and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.  Festivities are expected 
to include the California Bear 
Dancers and Musicians, and 
many others.

Everyone is welcome. For more information, 
contact Jimi Castillo at (951) 675-3344 or 
Rhonda Robles at (562) 633-9014.

NOTICE
Pursuant to the by-laws of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust, the general meeting of members 
– which was to have been held in June 2006 – will be held on October 12, 2006 at 7 p.m. 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Huntington Beach.  The election of the directors of the Land 
Trust will take place at this meeting, with the offi cers to be selected immediately thereafter.  
Any member who wishes to nominate someone as a director should do so by sending the 
person’s or persons’ name(s) to the Land Trust offi ce in advance of the meeting.  Also, all 
members of the Land Trust are invited to attend the above meeting and to participate in 
the vote of the directors.

BOLSA CHICA TOURS
The Land Trust’s tours are the best way to visit the newly restored wetlands at Bolsa Chica. They 
leave at 10 a.m. on the third Sunday of every month from the south Ecological Reserve Parking 
Lot on Pacifi c Coast Highway.  Just bring comfortable shoes, a cap, sun screen, and a camera or 
binoculars.

See the new Tidal Basin!  Walk the new loop trail!  Visit the new Bolsa Chica with the Land Trust!
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TM

Kids Corner

Cool Azul

Cool Azul

Why are wetlands important you might ask?  We decided to ask Cool Azul, the Great Blue 
Heron of the Bolsa Chica (and the mascot of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust) for the answer.  

Here’s what he told us:

Wetlands are important as Wildlife Habitat.  They provide food and shelter for birds, as well as for 
many aquatic and land animals.  At Bolsa Chica, we have over 200 species of birds including eight 
that are threatened and endangered.  And now that we have our new tidal inlet, our local wetlands will 
become even more important as an ocean nursery where fish can lay their eggs in safe, calm, and 
shallow waters.

Wetlands also help us with Water Purification.  Wetland plants and the sunlight which shines on the 
shallow water help break down toxins which enter through urban runoff.  The wetlands help to clean 
the water before it makes its way to the ocean.

Wetlands provide a place for Flood Control and 
serve as catch basins when we have too much 
water from storms.   And wetlands also act as 
Protective Barriers to ocean storms and reduce 
the impact of waves on upland areas.

Wetlands give us Places for Rest and Study.  
They are perfect for getting away from the hustle 
and bustle of life in the city.  They also offer a chance 
for children to learn about plant and animal life.  And 
they are a great places for people to walk, jog, take 
photographs, watch birds, or just enjoy the great 
outdoors.

We’re lucky to have a place like Bolsa Chica 
not far from where we live.  I hope you’ll come 
out and join me and see just how important 
wetlands can be.
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Regular Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings

	2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
	Call 714-846-1001 for location

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
	3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
	Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
	PCH Parking at BC Wetlands
	For Info & to help call 714-964-8170

Bolsa Chica Stewards
	1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month. 	
	9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & 	
	Warner. Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, 	
	etc.  For information, call 562-920-4215

Directory
Bolsa Chica Land Trust	       
Exec. Director	Marc Stirdivant	714-846-1001
Educ. Program	Linda Wolfe	714-846-4588
BC Stewards	Kelly Keller	562-920-4215
All Bolsa Chica Land Trust gift items available at Land 
Trust Office: Office Hours: 9:30AM to 5:30PM, M-Th

 

Membership Renewal/Application
Mail Your Completed Membership Application to

Bolsa Chica Land Trust
5200 Warner Avenue, #108

Huntington Beach, CA 92649
I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help 
preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem. 

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label

	
	$50.00 + Honor Roll

	$20.00 Family

	$15.00 Individual

	$10 Senior/Student
 Name

 Address

 City				 State	   Zip

 Telephone

 E-Mail

	This is a
	Renewal
	Membership

There will come a time when you 
believe that everything is finished.
That will be the beginning.
 				    Louis L’Amour


