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And You Thought Bolsa Chica 
Was Saved

By Joe Shaw

On April 27, the Huntington 
Beach Planning Commission 
approved The Ridge, 
Hearthside Homes’ 22-unit 
housing project proposed 
for an important natural 
and historic site at Bolsa 
Chica. Approval required the 
commission to re-zone the site 
from parkland to residential.  
The land had been zoned as 
open space/parkland for nearly 
thirty years.

The Commission voted 4-3 
to change the zoning despite 
an abundance of evidence 
that the project is too close 
to environmentally sensitive 
habitat and will destroy a 
sacred native American burial 
and ceremonial site.

Voting in favor of the 
development were Janis 
Mantini, John Scandura, Fred 
Speaker, and Barbara Delgleize. 
Commission Chairman Blair 
Farely vigorously tried to save 

the site from being rezoned, and 
he was joined by Elizabeth Shier-
Burnett and Tom Livengood.

Nearly sixty people attended 
the hearing. Speakers from the 
Bolsa Chica Land Trust and the 
Amigos de Bolsa Chica argued 
forcefully against the rezoning 
and presented a solid case for the 
Commission to either require an 
Environmental Impact Report or 
reject the rezoning outright.

The Ridge property, along 
with the D.E. Goodell property 
(otherwise known as the Sacred 
Cogged Stone site), make up a 
portion of the Bolsa Chica known 
as the Bluff s. The Cogged Stone 
site was recently annexed by the 
City of Huntington Beach and 
has, in our view, been zoned for 
residential use without proper 
environmental review.

The Bluff s feature breathtaking 
views of the Bolsa Chica and 
the undeveloped Shea property 
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known as the upper Bolsa Chica 
Wetlands.  They are perilously 
close to environmentally 
sensitive habitat areas already 
under protection, and overlap 
“ORA 83” and “ORA 86” which 
are historically and culturally 
significant to Native Americans 
and to our understanding of the 
Bolsa Chica’s ancient peoples.

Because of the natural, 
archeological, and cultural 
importance of the Bluffs, the Land 
Trust is once again leading the 
fight to save areas of Bolsa Chica 
that others are willing to give 
up. If you want to be part of this 
effort, please donate to the Bolsa 
Chica Land Trust as we fight to 
Save the Bluffs!

Joe Shaw has been a member of the Land 
Trust Board of Directors since 2009
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NOTICE
Pursuant to the by-laws 
of the Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust, the general meeting 
of members – which was 
to have been held in June 
2008 – will be held on July 
8, 2010 at 7 pm. at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Huntington Beach.  

The election of the 
directors of the Land Trust 
will take place at this 
meeting, with the officers 
to be selected immediately 
thereafter.  Any member 
who wishes to nominate 
someone as a director 
should do so by sending 
that person’s or persons’ 
names(s) to the Land Trust 
office in advance of the 
meeting. 

Also, all members of the 
Land Trust are invited to 
attend the above meeting 
and to participate in the 
vote of the directors.

Bolsa Chica Land Trust 
General Meeting of  

the Members

July 8, 2010
7 pm. 

Hyatt Regency Hotel
Huntington Beach

The Bluffs provide habitat for rare  
species like the California Gnatcatcher 
and the White-tailed Kite, and are 
the home of the ancient Bolsa Chica 
cogged stones.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Flossie Horgan

Bolsa Chica Land Trust Turns 18 in June

There is a wonder in nature that 
dazzles us all, but none are more 
eager and able to be dazzled than 
children. For years Land Trust do-
cents have led groups of children 
on tours of Bolsa Chica. Laughter 
at the antics of a heron. Gasps 
of awe at the flight of a flock of 
least terns. Silent appreciation of 
the color in an opening bud of a 
goldfields.  These are what we see 
in the children who come to Bolsa 
Chica.  

There are many reasons why 
people have worked and continue 
to work to protect Bolsa Chica.  
One that I would like to explore 
was a personal experience I had 
last month. 

Our four month old (and only) 
grandchild, Olivia, was visiting us 
from Brooklyn, New York. We put 
her in a day pack and off we went 
to Bolsa Chica. As we walked 
across the new pedestrian bridge 

and continued out to the Mesa 
point along the trail blossoming 
with native yellow coast sun flow-
ers, I was overwhelmed with grati-
tude. Olivia, this brand new little 
girl, was able to experience nature 
in all its spring glory. Whether 
it was listening to the bird song, 
smelling the aromas of the native 
plants, or peering at a rabbit as it 
scampered for a hiding place, the 
natural world became part of this 
child’s journey. Children eagerly 
and inherently connect with na-
ture in a personal way. We can 
offer that to them at Bolsa Chica. 

It is these precious moments that 
have made all the hard work 
worth while. Without the support 
of the Land Trust’s members – for 
eighteen years this June - Bolsa 
Chica would be our memory 
alone. With Olivia on the Mesa, 
I witnessed it becoming a part of 
her life.

We walked back along the Mesa 
bluff and watched as a Great Blue 
Heron flew over to outer Bolsa 
Bay. Olivia’s wide eyes took this 
all in from her perch on her 
grandfather’s back and with her 
magical gaze she smiled.  

Happy Birthday, Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust. Olivia and her Grandpar-
ents thank you! 

Four month old Olivia Kate Haberman makes her first visit to Bolsa Chica.
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GRAB OUR TOOLS by Kim Kolpin

Spring was exceptionally beauti-
ful this year on the Mesa. The 
wonderful winter rains brought 
an exuberance of color and life, 
and our parking lots have been 
overflowing with visitors who 
want to experience this amazing 
place. The more then 20,000 na-
tive plants we have put out on the 
Mesa have grown and blossomed.  
Our wildlife have feasted on the 
nectar and nibbled on the leaves.  
The Earth Day planting this year 
brought 208 volunteers to plant 
500 plants by our new fantastic 
walk bridge so that as you cross 
over to the wild side you will be 
greeted by thriving native Coastal 
Sage.

Soon things will quiet down and 
become a bit dusty. Our native 
plants will go dormant – dry and 
brown – while they weather the 
heat of the summer.  All of the 
non-native grasses which flourish 
in the spring will wither and die 
under the summer sun. And the 
Mesa will go from vibrant green 
to golden brown.

“Nature often holds up a mirror  
so we can see more 

Clearly the ongoing processes  
of growth, renewal, 

And transformation in our lives.”
Mary Ann Brussat

Following yet another successful 
planting season, the Stewards will 
focus this summer on watering 
the new plants, maintaining the 
Mesa trail, keeping the aggres-
sive weeds at bay, and gearing up 
for the fall, when we pick up our 
shovels once again. 

Behind the scenes we have been 
hard at work making great strides 
toward realizing our grant restora-
tion program for the entire Mesa. 
CPR for the Mesa is now in the 
permitting stage, a lengthy and 
arduous process, yet a necessary 
one. Each day brings us closer to 
the moment we bring or nursery 
onto the site and begin to work 
within the fence.

The success of the Stewards is 
a result of the hard work of so 
many people. And we truly need 

more dedicated folks to help us 
grow! If you want to help – in 
any way – give us a call. Sure, we 
welcome everyone who wants to 
come out and play in the dirt with 
us, but there is a lot more that 
goes into our project! The only 
way we grow and become better 
is with you – the folks who value 
and support our efforts to heal 
this beautiful, wild place. So, this 
summer – before the barbeque, 
between the beach and the pool –  
spend some time with us on  
the Mesa.

Kim Kolpin is the Director of the The 
Bolsa Chica Stewards, the Restoration 
Team of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust. She 
can be reached at (714) 717-6304.
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Connie Boardman Wins  
Environmental Hero Award

Bolsa Chica Land Trust board 
member, Connie Boardman was 
awarded the Environmental Hero 
Award on April 29th by Southern 
California Edison at their corpo-
rate headquarters in Rosemead.  
Professor Boardman is the Chair 
of the Department of Biology at 
Cerritos College and the former 
Mayor of Huntington Beach. 
 
The Environmental Hero Award 
recognizes individuals and orga-
nizations in Southern California 
who have demonstrated outstand-
ing environmental stewardship.  
Professor Boardman was selected 
for her work with the Bolsa Chica 
Stewards- the Restoration Team of 
the Bolsa Chica Land Trust. 

For more than fourteen years the 
Stewards have planted over 20,000 
native plants with the help of over 
10,000 volunteers. Currently, the 
Stewards, in cooperation with the 
California Department of Fish and 
Game, have launched CPR (Com-
munity Promoted Restoration) for 
the Bolsa Chica Mesa. This ambi-
tious ten year Program will re-
store 118 acres of the Bolsa Chica 
Mesa with native habitats.  
 
Working to protect, preserve and 
restore the Bolsa Chica has been 
Professor Boardman’s passion for 
close to 20 years. The Bolsa Chica 
Land Trust is delighted that SCE 
has recognized her years of dedi-
cation to the vision of saving all of 
Bolsa Chica. 

Connie Boardman, SCE Environmental Hero Award winner, and Jenna Burnett of Edison 
International
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The Environmental Law Institute 
(ELI) has posthumously awarded 
Dr. Jan Vandersloot, the co-found-
er of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust, 
the prestigious National Wetlands 
Award for Wetland Community 
Leader. Jan was chosen from a 
competitive nationwide field for 
passion and exceptional dedica-
tion to protecting Southern Cali-
fornia’s wetlands.

The ELI award recognizes the de-
cades of commitment Jan demon-
strated in protecting wetlands. He 
was a fixture at California Coastal 
Commission hearings throughout 
his years of volunteering and sup-
port for conservation, but perhaps 
his signal accomplishment was a 
17-year campaign to protect the 
1,700-acre Bolsa Chica wetland 
ecosystem in Orange County.

In 1996, Jan was an influential 
member of the BCLT Board when 
we sued the California Coastal 
Commission over their plan to 
allow development of the Bolsa 
Chica. We successfully argued 
the plan violated the California 
Coastal Act. The decision in our 
favor now protects coastal wet-
lands throughout the state.

In addition to his effort to save 
wetlands large and small, Jan 
also worked to protect the ocean, 
successfully stopping the Orange 
County Sanitation District from 
applying for a waiver to the Clean 
Water Act, requiring it to fully 
treat the sewage it deposited in 
the ocean.  Jan made presenta-
tions in 27 cities while he pressed 
his case.

Dr. Jan Vandersloot Receives 
National Wetlands Award

Jan’s family will receive the award 
on his behalf during a ceremony 
in May in Washington D.C. 

The Orange County League of 
Conservation Voters (OCLV) also 
honored Jan’s memory and dedica-
tion to the natural world at their 
annual recognition dinner on May 
13, bestowing on him their Special 
Lifetime Environmental Achieve-
ment Award.

We continue to miss Jan’s insights 
at our board meetings, but are 
delighted that his work to protect 
the natural world is appreciated 
and recognized.
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Springtime Dedication for Pedestrian Bridge

The long awaited pedestrian 
bridge was dedicated on March 4, 
2010. Over 100 people attended 
with special guests John Donnelly, 
Executive Director of Wildlife 
Conservation Board and Bonnie 
Turner, WCB Lands Management 
Specialist, flying in from Sacra-
mento.  

Also in attendance were Depart-
ment of Fish and Game Regional 
Manager, Ed Pert and Supervising 
Biologist, Terri Stewart.   Karen 
Miner, Senior DFG Environmental 
Scientist and local DFG manager 
Kelly O’Reilly organized the event 
along with the California Wild-
life Foundation, Bolsa Chica Land 

Trust, Amigos de Bolsa Chica, and 
the Bolsa Chica Conservancy.  

Staff from the offices of Senator 
Tom Harman and Assemblymem-
ber Jim Silva were present with 
congratulatory Proclamations.  
Supervisor Moorlach congratu-
lated the community on this suc-
cessful grass roots campaign.  Paul 
Arms, President of the Land Trust 
noted the fact that this important 
safe access pedestrian bridge was 
completed with the financial help 
from the local community.  
Amigos President, Jennifer  
Robbins and President of the 
Bolsa Chica Conservancy, Mark 
Gaughan also spoke.  

Paul Arms, Land Trust President, 
addresses the crowd.

Ed Pert, Regional Manager for the DFG, 
introduces Supervisor John Moorlach.

Madison Makoff, the first Land Trust member to donate to 
the bridge, cuts the ribbon.

It was a wonderful day with 
refreshments and ribbon cutting 
ceremony performed by 9 year 
old Madison Makoff who made 
the first donation to our Walk to 
the Wildside Bridge campaign in 
May of 2007. 

On behalf of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust 
we want to thank our members 
for your generous donations 
which made this Walk to the 
Wildside Pedestrian Bridge a  
reality. 

Come out and enjoy a Walk on 
the Wildside. . .



 $15.00 Individual

 $10.00 Senior/Student

Membership Renewal/Application 
N  I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help 
        preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem. 

N  This is a renewal membership.
Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label
 
 $50.00 + Honor Roll

 $20.00 Family

 Name

 Address

 City     State       Zip

 Telephone

 E-Mail

 Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:
 Bolsa Chica Land Trust
 5200 Warner Avenue, #108
 Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Huntington Beach

Permit #837

Bolsa Chica Land Trust
5200 Warner Avenue, #108, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Website: www.bolsachicalandtrust.org

Email: bclandtrust@verizon.net

Scheduled Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings

 2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
 Call 714-846-1001 for location

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
 3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
 Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
 PCH Parking at BC Wetlands
 For Info & to help call 714-964-8170

Bolsa Chica Stewards
 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month. 
 9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner  
 Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.
 For information, call 714-717-6304

Directory Bolsa Chica Land Trust        

Executive Director Flossie Horgan 714-846-1001
Education Program Linda Wolfe 714-846-4588
BC Stewards Kim Kolpin 714-717-6304

Bolsa Chica Land Trust gift items are available 
at the Land Trust Office
Office Hours: 9:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday-Friday
www.bolsachicalandtrust.org

Editor: Marc Stirdivant
Design: Sue Groetsch
Printed with vegetable inks on FSC certifi ed post-consumer recycled paper. 
Please recycle this newsletter or share it with others.

In every walk with nature, one receives far 
more than he seeks.
          John Muir

© Steve Smith


