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CPR for the Mesa

Community Promoted Restoration –
An Idea Whose Time Has Come!
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Yes, it is now a reality! The long
awaited CPR for the Mesa is
working its way through the
regulatory process. As CPR
takes off, we are excited to invite
you to a community meeting
to update our membership and
the wider community about the
unique features of this ambitious restoration project.
After a century of neglect, the
successful efforts of the Bolsa
Chica Land Trust, and the hard
work and vision of the Bolsa
Chica Stewards, the Mesa is now
BEFORE

ready for restoration. The CPR
plan, to be implemented by the
Bolsa Chica Stewards–Restoration
Team of the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust–and conducted in partnership with the California Department of Fish and Game, will be
a unique and precedent-setting
project.
Come learn about the on-site native plant nursery that will revolutionize many of the ways habitat
restoration is carried. Discover
how restoration can be done without pesticides or herbicides. Find
out about rain water catchment
systems. Hear about solar panels
and power converters.
This is restoration for the 21st
Century. It’s an idea whose time
has come.
AFTER

Bolsa Chica News and Notes

These before and after photos show the kind of restoration that has been
successfully implemented at Bolsa Chica. CPR for the Mesa will take this to
the next level – truly restoration for the 21st Century.

WHAT IS CPR FOR THE MESA?
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swales. They will also harvest water for plant
use, compost green waste, grow native grasses
for a seed bank, and serve as adjunct laboratories for community colleges and four-year
universities.

Our CPR (Community Promoted Restoration) Project for the lower bench of the bolsa
Chica Mesa is a one hundred and eighteen
acre restoration and management plan. A ten
year project, the restoration will incorporate
new environmental science and technology to
create a one-of-a-kind on site nursery system, a living laboratory which will benefit
not only the Mesa but tens of thousands of
students who will learn from it.
The primary design objectives are to:
• create at least four viable habitats which
will attract and sustain a diversity of
wildlife;
• protect and enhance two Environmentally
Sensitive Habitat Areas, respect and preserve native American artifacts in subsoils, and support indigenous wildlife;
• utilize community volunteers and students to assist in the restoration process;
• complete the project in ten years with
minimum impact on the environment
resulting in a revitalized Mesa;
• create a perimeter trail for public use.
To achieve these objectives, we have devised a
unique approach. Four one-acre Terra-Farms
will be strategically located on the Mesa to
harvest existing natural resources, wind, rain,
sun and vegetation. Each Terra-Farm will be
designed as habitat to attract wildlife, especially birds and pollinators. To enhance water
quality, farms will treat storm water in bio-
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Another innovative feature of CPR is a portable nursery. This portable, self-sufficient,
native plant nursery will rotate among the
four Terra-Farms on an as- needed basis.
This nursery will produce most of the native
plants needed for restoration; serve as the
main command center for restoration, management, and wildlife monitoring activity; be
fitted with solar and wind power technologies; and have internet access video cameras
for wildlife observations, security, and education.
At the end, what will be left? The nursery
structure will be removed from the site and
each Terra Farm will be reborn into microherbaceous wetlands. The farm and its surrounding landscaped berms will be slightly
modified to capture storm water drainage.
Existing bio-swales will be supplemented with
herbaceous vegetation. And the Mesa will
begin anew.
2010 found us hard at work putting together
the permits and funding for this ambitious
and vital project and everything is on course
for us to break ground in 2011! during the
next ten years, volunteers from all corners of
our community will work together to return
vibrant native habitat to our Mesa. With
your support the Mesa was saved, with your
continued support it will feed and shelter our
wildlife for generations to come.
The Mitigated negative declaration for the
bolsa Chica lower Mesa Restoration Project
is available on our website at www.bolsachicalandtrust.org. Click on Projects, then on
bolsa Chica Restoration Project. The public
comment period ends on March 17, 2011.
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Heroes of Bolsa Chica

The Land Trust Remembers
Mary Jane Wiley
Mary Jane was also passionate
about her support of the vision of
the Land Trust. She participated in
“BC for BC” (Burn calories for Bolsa Chica) during which members
of the Trust dropped fliers to alert
the community about the plans
to build 4,884 houses on Bolsa
Chica. She spent hours dropping
fliers around her neighborhood.

Mary Jane Wiley, a long time supporter and member of the Land
Trust family, passed away over the
summer. Mary Jane loved the Bolsa
Chica, and she was one of those
people who was ready to jump
in and get to work to make it the
special place we love.
Mary Jane always had good ideas,
and not only did she offer those
ideas but she took the initiative
and put them to work. For example, in the early 1990s during
the 4th of July parade, Mary Jane
and her husband Bill set up a
BCLT table along the parade route
at Huntington Beach High School.
They distributed literature about
the Land Trust as a way to get the
word out to the community about
our mission and goals.
In 1993-1994, Land Trusters stood
on Pacific Coast Highway on
Thursday mornings from 7 a.m.
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to 8 a.m. with a large banner that
read Join the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust- Save It! Don’t Pave It! and
Burma Shave-type signs like the
one that read “This Bolsa jewel
gleams ‘neath the stars, but soon
we’ll see 12,000 cars.” Mary Jane
was there every Thursday morning
for two years.
Another task she assumed was
selling our Wings Over Bolsa calendars in front of the Ralphs and Albertsons in December. Mary Jane
had a wonderful outgoing personality, and found it easy to engage
people in conversation. Recently, a
woman came into the Land Trust
office and wanted to purchase our
calendar. She said that she usually
bought the calendar from a nice
woman who sold them in front of
the market. That would have been
Mary Jane.

For the last 12 years the Bolsa
Chica Land Trust has been selected as one of the nonprofit groups
for the City-sponsored “Clean the
Beach Program.” Mary Jane joined
our Clean the Beach group every
Monday from November to April
for ten years. She also volunteered
to help the Stewards program
planting seedlings on the Mesa.
On Earth Day after securing donations for Bolsa Chica Land Trust
Earth Day events, you could find
her at Goldenwest College setting up a table to tell the students
about the Land Trust.
It is because of people like Mary
Jane that the Land Trust was able
to put a stop to the development
plans at Bolsa Chica. We continue
to pursue our vision, and will
always be thankful for Mary Jane
Wiley’s support and her friendship.
May Jane was truly a Bolsa Chica
Land Trust hero and she will be
greatly missed.
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GRAb OuR TOOlS

BCLT Hires New Jr. Stewards Coordinator
As the sun rose
over the wetlands
for the first time
on January 1,
2011 a new face
was in the crowd
- Mark Hay, the
new Jr. Stewards Coordinator!
Hired through a generous grant
from the Orange County Community Foundation, Mark is on board
to grow and nurture the program.
The kids lead the group, but they
need an adult to coordinate their
activities and help to make it
happen! Mark comes to bClT
with many years of experience as
a naturalist and educator and we
are thrilled to have him as a part
of the Stewards team.
if you are interested in enrolling a child into the Jr. Stewards
program please contact Mark at
mnhay2000@yahoo.com.

Land Trust Invited to
Participate in UCI Conference.

Earth Day
April 9, 2011

On March 4, 2011, the eighth conference in the “Toward a Sustainable 21st Century” series will be held at the beckman Center at the
university of California irvine.

This year the bolsa Chica
land Trust will once again
join with the Amigos de
bolsa Chica and the bolsa
Chica Conservancy to celebrate Earth day on Saturday April 9th from 10-3
p.m. at the north parking lot on Warner Avenue
near Pacific Coast Highway.

The topic for the eighth conference is “Enhancing the Future of the
California Coast” with a case study of the Orange County Coast.
The land Trust was invited to participate on the case study panel
which is to be moderated by Professor Joseph diMento from the
School of law and Planning.

Come join us for a day of
family fun at Bolsa Chica.
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New Coordinator Mark Hay has come on board to help expand the Jr. Stewards
Program.

Former board President Paul Horgan, one of the land Trust attorneys whose work led to the precedent-setting legal victory now
known as the “bolsa Chica decision” will be featured on the panel
discussion.
Please go to newkirk@uci.edu or call (949) 824-3119 for
reservations.

Bolsa Chica Land Trust • Spring 2011

MIRACLES OF THE MARSH

Olympian Olga Connolly Joins the
BCLT Docent Team
The docent team for our Miracles
of the Marsh tours includes a
dedicated group of volunteers
who bring a great variety of skills,
experience and talents to the
program. Among them are former teachers, a school principal,
businessmen, a writer, biologists, a
nurse, psychologists, a risk manager, and native-born locals. Without these volunteers there would
be no tour program.
To this team we have recently
added a five-time Olympian, Olga
Connolly, whose tremendous spirit
and energy brings even more fire
to the program. In the Melbourne
Olympic Games she was Olga
Fikotova of Czechoslovakia and
won a gold medal in the discus
with an Olympic record throw.
The big story of those games was
the East-West romance between
Olga and Hal Connolly of the USA
during the height of the Cold War.
The couple was married and Olga
came to the USA.
Olga participated in four more
Olympic games. At the 1972
Games in Munich, the U.S. athletes elected her to carry the U.S.
flag. Some said the flag was too
heavy for a woman to carry all
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Olga (Fikotova) Connolly as she
appeared in 1972 and shown in a recent
Docent Team group photo.

around the stadium. Olga met
the challenge and, like the men
flag-bearers from other nations,
carried the flag one-handed along
the main stand. After raising four
children, Olga has devoted much
of her time teaching fitness and
working for environmental causes.
When she came to live in Huntington Beach, she started working
out at Bolsa Chica and joined our
Miracles tours program. We are
honored to have Olympian Olga
Connolly on our team.

Thank You to
the Elfettes
Thanks to the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust Elfettes who helped out
over the holiday season. They
worked their magic, packaging
and mailing out 2011 Wings
over Bolsa calendars, thank you
letters, Land Trust t-shirts, note
cards, sweat shirts, and posters.
The Elfettes are Toni Gregory,
Glenna Touhey, Patty Dayneko,
Sandy Smith, Marge Allen,
Eileen Murphy and Lorraine
Prinsky. We couldn’t have done
it without them!
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“This morning our tour was truly
exciting because of some great
wildlife sightings. At the footbridge, an OSPREY dove into Outer Bolsa Bay for a fish but then it
floundered, going in and out of
the water as if it were drowning.
It had grabbed a large fish that
refused to be caught. Finally the
Osprey took flight with the fish,
but it soon dropped out of its
grasp and back into the water.
An AMERICAN BITTERN, not a
common bird, was spotted in the
pickleweed near the footbridge.
A RED-TAILED HAWK, flying
with three NORTHERN HARRIERS and an OSPREY were being
6

blown about by the strong wind
above the Mesa. A SAY’S PHOEBE,
another uncommon bird for the
Bolsa Chica, was found at the old
Gun Club site.

© Brenda Lee

As an Audubon Important Bird
Area (more about this below), the
Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve
never disappoints. No matter what
time of day, or time of year, there
is always something wonderful to
see. For example, Land Trust board
member Marinka Horack described the spectacular sightings
third grade students and docents
experienced during a “Miracles of
the Marsh” tour in January:

A COYOTE ran by the lookout
area at Mesa Point, just a few feet
from one group of students. It
continued running down the bluff,
and across the driveway, right
past another group of students.
They all cheered with delight as
it ran by. And then, as if all of
that weren’t enough, a SEA LION
bobbed in and out of the water at
the Tide Gate when the children
were leaving to go to their bus.”
Don’t you wish you had been on
that tour? One of the most marvelous things about the Bolsa Chica is that you never know what
you’ll observe as you’re watching
the wildlife!
The Audubon Important Bird Area
(IBA) program is a global effort to
identify and conserve areas that
are vital to birds and other diversity. The Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve has been given this

© Vince Thomas
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At the Bolsa Chica:
WATCHING THE WILDLIFE

designation as part of the Orange
Coast Wetlands.

For additional
information about
the program, visit
www.audubon.org.
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The Bolsa Chica Land Trust Celebrates The New Year!

This year the award was given
not to an individual, but to a very
special group of young people, the
Save Earth’s Aquatic’s Club - an
environmental group from Fountain Valley High School. These
kids have come out to help on
both monthly Stewards work days
for over a year. Always energized
and willing to do whatever is
necessary, these kids are a bright
ray of sunshine in their own right.
They come to Bolsa Chica to help
because they are needed, and
wanted - and because they know
that they are the hope for a better
future. This special group of stu-
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2011 began beautifully, with
the sun lighting up the sky way
before it broke over the horizon
starting the New Year. As is now a
Land Trust tradition, the KennedyKolpin Bolsa Chica Conservation
Award was presented as a group of
about 40 people stood at the Point
on the Reserve to celebrate.

This year’s Kennedy Kolpin Award winners are: Lauren Vo (Secretary), Kelly Tran
(Treasurer), Josh Elliott (Member), Sami Yerunkar (Member - holding plaque),
Jacqueline Pham (Vice President), Elizabeth Nguyen (Co-President), Jake Bracken
(Member), Nick Man (Member), Tharadet Man (Co-President).

dents from Fountain Valley High
School inspires us and reminds us
that there will be a new generation to fill our boots to keep Bolsa
Chica thriving, that caring for and
seeing beauty in our local envi-

ronment comes from people of
all ages. We congratulate the kids
from S.E.A. and are proud to work
side by side with them to make
Bolsa Chica a better place for all.

Bolsa Chica News and Notes
Grants and Gifts

Birthday Presents

The Trust is pleased to report that we recently
received donations and grants from the Aloca
employees’ fund for $3,000.00, the Southern California Edison- Native American Alliance Group
for $5,000.00, and Boeing Employee Community
Fund for $10,000.00. These corporate partners have
helped fund our Bolsa Chica Stewards program, the
Miracles of a Marsh education program, and recently our newly formed Junior Stewards program.

The Land Trust wants to thank one of our members, John Hunter for his generosity. This year for
his birthday John told his wife Dana that he in
lieu of gifts he wanted those in attendance to make
a donation to the Bolsa Chica Land Trust. We want
to thank John and Dana for thinking of the Trust.
The gifts will be used to help the Stewards plant
native plantings on the Mesa.

We appreciate the support from these corporate
partners and recognize their leadership in our
community helping to preserve Bolsa Chica.
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Heroes are not giant statues framed against a
red sky. They are people who say: This is my
community and it is my responsibility to make
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Scheduled Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings
2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
Call 714-846-1001 for location
BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
PCH Parking at BC Wetlands
For Info & to help call 714-964-8170
Bolsa Chica Stewards
1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month.
9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner
Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.
For information, call 714-717-6304

it better.

Membership Renewal/Application

N I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help
preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem.

N This is a renewal membership.

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label
$50.00 + Honor Roll

$15.00 Individual

$20.00 Family

$10.00 Senior/Student

Name
Address

Directory Bolsa Chica Land Trust

City

Executive Director
Education Program
BC Stewards

Telephone

Flossie Horgan
Linda Wolfe
Kim Kolpin

714-846-1001
714-846-4588
714-717-6304

Bolsa Chica Land Trust gift items are available
at the Land Trust Office
Office Hours: 9:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday-Friday
www.bolsachicalandtrust.org
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Studs Terkel

State

Zip

E-Mail
Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:

Bolsa Chica Land Trust

5200 Warner Avenue, #108
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

