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The Community Turns Out  
to Support CPR

More Than 200 People Pack Library  
Conference Room

Thriving coastal sage scrub habitat, like that shown here on the Ecological 
Reserve, is one of the habitats envisioned for the lower bench of the Bolsa 
Chica Mesa.

In This Issue

On March 10, 2011 the Land 
Trust held one of its many town 
hall meetings in the Huntington 
Beach Main Library.  This was 
the second town hall meeting 
devoted to educating the public 
about our innovative Communi-
ty Promoted Restoration project 

for the Bolsa Chica Mesa.  Terri 
Stewart, Department of Fish and 
Game Supervising Biologist, and 
Karen Miner, DFG  Land Man-
ager, both spoke to the audience 
about the partnership with the 
Land Trust on this restoration 
project. Carla Navarro, Bolsa 
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Chica reserve manager was also in attendance.  It 
was a wonderfully successful evening.  Professionally 
moderated by Board member Marc Stirdivant, the 
CPR For The Mesa restoration project was described 
in detail by BCLT President, Connie Boardman; Res-
toration Coordinator, Kim Kolpin; and Project De-
signer and landscape architect, Guy Stivers. 
  
The first hour of the evening provided an overview 
of the project plans while the second hour was spent 
answering questions from the audience.  The Land 
Trust is assisting DFG with the permitting process 
for the project.  The comment period for the CEQA 
Mitigated Negative Declaration has closed and re-

sponses to comments are being drafted.  We are cur-
rently preparing all of the documentation necessary 
for the California Coastal Commission, as a Coastal 
Permit is our final hurdle before we are able to break 
ground on the project. 
 
When the meeting was over, it was clear there was 
overwhelming support for this project.  The meet-
ing helped to reinforce the fact that this community 
wants to see the Bolsa Chica Mesa restored to a 
thriving native habitat. 
 
For updates on this and all of the Land Trust projects 
check our web site, www.bolsachicalandtrust.org.

Karen Miner, land manager for DFG, Terri Stewart Senior biologist for 
DFG, Kim Kolpin BCLT restoration coordinator, Connie Boardman BCLT 
President confer at the recent Town Hall meeting.

Beach Clean-up Team Completes 14th Year
Our Beach Clean-up Team has completed its 14th 
year of service.  A great big thank you goes out 
to this hearty crew - Carol Koelle, Dolores Shultz, 
Mike McMahan, and  Richard Valdes.  

Every Monday from early November to the end 
of March these Land Trust members can be seen 

cleaning the beach at 20th Street from 8:30 to 
9:30 a.m.  It is truly a wonderful way to get some 
exercise and enjoy the beach during the winter 
months.  No crowds - just the mighty ocean and 
the beautiful vistas. 

Join us next year! You will be glad you did.   
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HEROES OF BOLSA CHICA

Famed Aviator and Land Trust Board Member
Vi Cowden Passes Away at 94

“Just because you’re a certain age 
doesn’t mean you can’t accomplish 
your dreams.” That statement was 
made by Vi Cowden, long-time 
Land Trust member on her 89th 
birthday-just after she parachuted 
out of an airplane at 23,000 ft.

Born in South Dakota, Vi grew up 
on a farm where, as a child, she 
watched the hawks circle above 

the rural landscape. At an early 
age she was attracted to flying and 
earned her private pilot’s license.  
When World War II broke out, she 
immediately offered to serve in the 
Women Air Force Service Pilots 
(WASP) program which trained 
women to fly military aircraft from 
the assembly lines to military bases 
nationwide.

Of the 25,000 woman who applied, 
only 1,074 women completed the 
training. Vi, all 4 feet 11 inches of 
her, was commissioned in March 
1943 at the age of twenty-six. She 
flew the famous P-51 Mustang 
and eighteen other aircraft types.  
She liked the P-51 best. It was 
known for its speed which fit her 
preferences perfectly. She once 
flew it at over 400 miles per hour.

Vi and her husband, Scott were 
both long time members of the 
Land Trust and Vi joined the 
Board of Directors in 2003. She 
and Scott were part of the Land 
Trust’s “Adopt a Beach” team 
and every year celebrated another 
successful season with her famous 
fried bread. She was one of those 
individuals who was always ready 
to pitch in and regularly testified 
before City Council and Coastal 
Commission hearings. She also 
sold calendars and helped out at 
the monthly wetlands table. 
 
Vi served as the President of the 
WASP veterans organization and 
advocated for the recognition of 
the WASP’s efforts during World 
War II. On March 10, 2010, after 
years of seeking proper recognition 
for these heroic women, the 
WASPs were awarded the highest 
civilian honor by the United States 
government – the Congressional 
Gold Medal. Vi attended that  

To celebrate her 89th birthday, Vi parachuted with the Army’s Golden Knights. She 
holds the record for the oldest person to parachute from 23,000 ft.  Vi is shown 
here with her husband, Scott, and her Golden Knight parachute partner, Mike.

Continued on page 5
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BOLSA CHICA STEWARDS

Junior Stewards Share 
Their Thoughts on Bolsa Chica

By Mark Hay
Junior Stewards Coordinator

Since beginning as the Junior 
Stewards Coordinator in January 
of this year, I have been inspired 
by seeing first hand the work that 
the Stewards and Junior Stewards 
have done at Bolsa Chica.  I am 
very excited to be part of the Ju-
nior Stewards program!  

The kids in the Junior Stewards 
have a deep connection to Bolsa 
Chica through the work that they 
have done. They have a pride in 
themselves and in the Stewards 
and Junior Stewards Programs that 
they are passing on to younger 
siblings and new Junior Stewards.

 
Here are some words from the 
Junior Stewards about their expe-
riences at Bolsa Chica. 

By Olivia Bloom 
Age 10 

I love being a Jr. Steward.  I like 
to plant native plants and help 
restore the Mesa. I like to see 
the wildlife. I enjoy watering and 
seeing the plants that I’ve plant-
ed grow. It’s fun to be with my 
friends and see the progress we’ve 
made. I feel very proud to be a Jr. 
Steward. It feels good to volunteer 

and to make a difference. I’d like 
to see more people volunteering 
to help the earth. If more people 
did that the earth would be much 
healthier. 

Michelle Cone
Age 10

I think of the Junior Stewards as 
me being a guardian fighting off 
invaders. We are in charge of pro-
tecting the native plants and tak-
ing out the non-native invaders. 
Some of my favorite native plants 
are White Sage, Buck Wheat, Black 

Junior Stewards Katrina Cone, Tyra Keetin, Sage Kolpin, Olivia Bloom, Vanessa Bloom, 
Michelle Cone, Marcus Kolpin and Coordinator, Mark Hay.
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Sage, Bladder Pod an many more. 
The invaders are the Wild Radish, 
Sour Grass and Wild Mustard. I 
have learned to appreciate na-
ture much more since joining the 
Junior Stewards. I no longer fear 
the creatures that are there, but 
now enjoy seeing them roaming 
around. I belong to a group that I 
can be proud of.

From Sage Kolpin
Age 12

My favorite part of the Jr. Stew-
ards so far was when we went to 
a bonfire at the Bolsa Chica State 
Beach. Mark, our awesome coordi-
nator, showed us how to make fire 
out of sticks. After we got the fire 
going we got a stick with fire on 
it and moved to another fire and 
lit it up.  That way we had 2 fires 
to cook on. Then we cooked raw 
potatoes on one, and salmon on 
the other without pans.  We ate 
like royalty! After all that Mark 
made his own onion and honey 
desert. Yum! And that’s my favor-
ite part of the Jr. Stewards so far.

Katrina Cone
Age 11 

The Sun beat down on my back 
as I yanked and pulled at the 
non-native plants at the Bolsa 
Chica Reserve. A single bead of 
sweat trickled down my cheek as 
I stared at my hard work. I had 
cleared away a circle for others to 
plant more useful things, such as 
White Sage, Buck Wheat, Califor-
nia Sagebrush and many more! 
Sure, it’s hard work, but it’s worth 
it if it will help restore Califor-
nia’s natural environment. This is 
typical stewardship day. Joining 
the Junior Stewards makes you 
feel good inside. 

Tyra Keetin
Age 9

I love the Junior Stewards because 
we learn so many new things. 
You get to try so many plants, 
like sucking sour grass, wild rad-
ish, and wild mustard. Mark, our 
Junior Steward instructor, is very 
organized. He is always early, and 
if you go into nature, you will 
always need Mark. He taught us 
how you get needles off the cactus, 
which is with a stick. Mark also 
lets us eat the fruit on top of the 
cactus (prickly pear). If you come 
to Junior Stewards four times 
or more, you become an official 
member and get a Junior Steward 
T-shirt. 

Vanessa Bloom
Age 12 

One of my favorite memories of 
the Bolsa Chica is when I deliv-
ered water to the Point with the 
wagon. I pulled the wagon there 
and pulled the wagon back. On 
one of the trips, I saw a red tailed 
hawk, three blue herons, and 
many terns. When I got to the 
point, everyone swarmed around 
the wagon, grabbing water jugs. As 
soon as everyone had taken the 
last of the waters, I ran all the way 
back from the Point, the wagon 
rattling behind, to collect more 
water. 

From Marcus Kolpin
Age 10

My favorite thing about being a 
Jr. Steward is going on hikes with 
Mark. It is really fun because we 
see a lot of animals and plants. 
We also go on field trips with 
Mark like when we built a ca-
noe out of tule at the Fullerton 

Arboretum. One of my other 
favorite things is when we went to 
the Bolsa Chica State Beach and 
roasted hot dogs. We saw dolphins 
swimming. That is what I like 
about being a Jr. Steward!

VI COWDEN continued

VI ceremony in Washington D. C. 
where she proudly accepted her 
well-deserved award.   

Last year, at the age of 93 she 
went up in a plane to participate in 
a mock dogfight above Fullerton 
Airport. She was also the subject 
of “Wings of Silver: the Vi 
Cowden Story” an award-winning 
documentary short film by Mark 
and Christine Bonn.

One of the reasons that Vi might 
have been so involved with saving 
the Bolsa Chica was her affinity for 
watching the birds take flight. She 
once said. “I’m just so comfortable 
in the air.” Vi will be sorely 
missed, but on those clear days 
when you look out at the Bolsa 
Chica and see the birds circling 
overhead, you can be sure that Vi 
is up there soaring with them. 
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Miracles of the Marsh Coordinator, 
Linda Wolfe, to Retire
 
  
Linda Wolfe has been the Miracles of the Marsh tour coordinator since 
2003.  She has done an outstanding job in building the program from 
scratch, organizing docent training classes, and coordinating the sched-
ules of every single tour with schools and docents.  The nine-year total 
is 269 school tours!  

Linda has made literally hundreds of phone calls to schools, teachers, 
and docents.  She is famous among the docents for hosting her fabulous 
docent luncheons at the end of each season.  Much of the success of 
the program is due to her conscientious determination to get the job 
done right.
 
Linda will be retiring from the coordinator position in June and we 
will miss her very much. The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is grateful for her 
service and thanks her for her excellent work.

Linda Wolfe has organized tours for 
over 12,000 children over the last nine 
years.

Land Trust Seeks Coordinators 
for Miracles of the Marsh

The Land Trust is looking for 
two people to share the job of 
coordinating the Miracles of 
the Marsh educational pro-
gram. We need a School Co-
ordinator who will schedule 
school tours, deliver materials 
to schools and coordinate our 
slide show and docents pre-
senters. We also need a Tour 
Coordinator who will commu-
nicate with docents regarding 
tour schedules, arrange docent 
trainings and coordinate need-
ed materials. Both Coordinators 
will have to do a lot of com-

municating with each other to be 
sure the program continues to run 
like clockwork. Coordinators 
will work from home and will 
be compensated for their time.   

Miracles of the Marsh is the Land 
Trust’s outstanding educational 
program which brings hundreds 
of students each year to Bolsa 
Chica.  In the past year alone, 
21 schools with 1,900 children 
were instructed on the wonders of 
Bolsa Chica, and in the nine year 
history of the program, we have 
served over 12,000 children! The 

Land Trust is able to offer this 
extraordinary educational pro-
gram free to all schools, thanks 
to our corporate partners and 
our members.

If you’re interested in becom-
ing part of a well-established, 
successful program, please call 
Flossie Horgan at (714) 846-1001 
to learn more.
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Earth Day at Bolsa Chica
On April 9th the Land Trust par-
ticipated in the Bolsa Chica Earth 
Day Celebration. Held annually 
in the Reserve’s north parking lot, 
the event attracted approximately 
500 visitors. 

This year the Land Trust brought 
out a new, bigger, and better booth 
design which featured all of the 
projects and issues we are work-
ing on. Visitors were able to learn 
more about our CPR for the Mesa 
restoration project, the Miracles of 
the Marsh educational program, 
the Bolsa Chica Stewards, the 
ongoing efforts to save the Bluffs 
(both the Ridge and Goodell 
properties) and the Upper Bolsa 
Chica Wetlands (Shea property) 
from development. 

Our Jr. Stewards were out in force 
with their new coordinator, Mark 
Hay, and together they created a 
fun guessing game featuring the 
photographs from our Land Trust 
calendar. It was a big hit with doz-
ens of kids and it was great to see 
so many children swarming our 
booth to learn more about Bolsa 
Chica. Equally wonderful was 
watching our Jr. Stewards work the 
booth.  

The Land Trust’s participation at 
the Earth Day event is another 
way we reach out to educate peo-
ple of all ages about the treasure 
that is Bolsa Chica.

Loves Calendars – Will Travel
The Land Trust Calendar Committee is looking for an enthusiastic 
volunteer to improve the sales of our “Wings over Bolsa” calendars 
to retail outlets in the Huntington Beach/Orange County/Long Beach 
areas. The calendars sell where people are interested in birds, wild-
life, the outdoors, photography and nature. 

The Land Trust is looking to expand the number of outlets and pro-
vide greater service to the outlets where the calendars are already 
being sold.  Calendar season is heavy from October through Decem-
ber. Call the Land Trust office at (714) 846-1001 if you would like to 
be our “Calendar Wrangler”.

The Land Trust’s new booth and displays draw a huge crowd at Earth Day.
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Email: bclandtrust@verizon.net

Scheduled Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings

 2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
 Call 714-846-1001 for location

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
 3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
 Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
 PCH Parking at BC Wetlands
 For Info & to help call 714-964-8170

Bolsa Chica Stewards
 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month. 
 9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner  
 Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.
 For information, call 714-717-6304

Directory Bolsa Chica Land Trust        

Executive Director Flossie Horgan 714-846-1001
Education Program Linda Wolfe 714-846-4588
BC Stewards Kim Kolpin 714-717-6304

Bolsa Chica Land Trust gift items are available  
at the Land Trust Office
Office Hours: 9:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday-Friday
www.bolsachicalandtrust.org

Membership Renewal/Application 
N  I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help 
        preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem. 

N  This is a renewal membership.
Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label
 
 $50.00 + Honor Roll

 $20.00 Family

 $15.00 Individual

 $10.00 Senior/Student

 Name

 Address

 City     State       Zip

 Telephone

 E-Mail

 Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:
 Bolsa Chica Land Trust
 5200 Warner Avenue, #108
 Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Editor: Marc Stirdivant
Design: Sue Groetsch Davis
Printed with vegetable inks on FSC certified post-consumer recycled paper.  
Please recycle this newsletter or share it with others.

© Steve Smith

Look deep into nature, and then you will 
understand everything better.   

Albert Einstein




