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20th Anniversary Gala  
Celebration a Huge Success!
The Land Trust wishes 
to thank all those 
who attended and 
supported our 20th 
Anniversary Gala on 
September 15th at 
the Waterfront Hilton 
Hotel. The evening 
was a great success. 

Among the highlights 
of the evening, State 
Senator Tom Harman 
presented BCLT 
President Joe Shaw 
with a proclamation 
recognizing the work 
of the Land Trust to 
preserve and restore Bolsa 
Chica. 

In addition, Assemblyman Jose 
Solorio presented retiring Ex-
ecutive Director Flossie Horgan 
with the Community Pillar 
Award for her years of dedicat-
ed service to the Land Trust.

There was a wonderful turnout, a 
great dinner, dancing, and on top 
of it all we raised funds for the 
Legacy Campaign. 

The Land Trust thanks our fabu-
lous auctioneer, Mike Grumet, 
who did an outstanding job.  And 
we could not have done it without 
Mary Lou Shattuck whose organi-
zational skills and guidance made 
the Gala a huge success.

State Senator Tom Harman presents BCLT President Joe Shaw 
with a proclamation recognizing the work of the Land Trust.
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The 2013 “Wings Over Bolsa” Calendar  
Arrives Soon!

The Land Trust would once again like to thank our major sponsors:
Great Blue Heron Sponsor - The robert Mayer Corporation
Egret Sponsors - rainbow Environmental Services, Jim and Carrie Thomas and Family
California Least Tern Sponsors - Jennifer Thomas realty and Wal-Mart

Wings over Bolsa, the Land Trust’s annual full-
color calendar, will go on sale shortly. (Please see 
the insert in this newsletter for details).  These 
eagerly awaited calendars make great holiday gifts 
for your friends and family. They are filled with 
beautiful photographs of wildlife and vistas, all 
taken at Bolsa Chica by talented photographers 
who spend hundreds of hours at their craft.  The 
calendars allow you to plan your schedule for the 
year ahead while learning about the birds and 
other wildlife at Bolsa Chica. The 2013 edition 
marks the tenth anniversary of the calendar and 
we think it’s the best one ever!
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which began in 1996. She served 
as its Director for fourteen years 
and has an excellent working 
relationship with the reserve 
managers at Bolsa Chica and the 
regional staff of the Department 
of Fish and Game.

“I am truly delighted and honored 
to have been selected. I look 
forward to continuing all of the 
wonderful work of the Bolsa 
Chica Land Trust,” Kim said.

retiring E.D. Flossie Horgan will 
help out during the transition 
periods and will remain an active 
part of the Board of Directors.

Kim Kolpin Selected as New  
BCLT Executive Director

After an extensive search 
process, Bolsa Chica Land Trust 
restoration Coordinator, Kim 
Kolpin, has been selected by the 
Board of Directors as the new 
Executive Director of the Trust.

“We were fortunate to have a 
field of outstanding candidates 
apply for the E.D. position,” said 
BCLT President, Joe Shaw, when 
he announced the decision of 
the Board. “Kim’s selection as 
Executive Director was based on 
her long history of achievement 
with the Land Trust. I’m looking 
forward to working with her on 
our projects.” 

Kim was born in Brooklyn, new 
york and attended new york 
university where she studied 
music business. She worked 
in the music, fashion, and 
communications fields before 
moving to California where she 
met her future husband, Thierry, 
at a Sierra Club Bolsa Chica Task 
Force event. Married for thirteen 
years, they have three children, 
Sage (13), Marcus (12), and Griffyn 
(8), all of whom are members of 
the Junior Stewards.

Kim was one of the founding 
members of the Bolsa Chica 
Stewards, the restoration team 
of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust, 
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The Junior Stewards Camp Out
By Marella Williams

BoLSA CHICA JunIor STEWArDS

All night, the bugs buzzed above 
our tent and the birds cawed. We 
went to bed earlier than every-
one else, so we also could hear 
children screaming and laughing. 
Since I could not fall asleep, I read 
a book to help me fall asleep.  
The next morning, we learned 
how bears eat ant larvae from 
holes. We went on a long hike 
to a lake, but it turned out to be 
a private lake. Then we walked 
back to our tent disappointed, 
but not for long, because we were 

able to go to Big Bear Lake. After 
we swam for many hours, we went 
back to our tents and prepared for 
dinner and evening activities. We 
had a good time playing games.

on the final day, we packed up 
our tents and headed home. I had 
a memorable time at Big Bear 
with my fellow Junior Stewards. 
Junior Stewards is a great organi-
zation and it has taught me many 
things about nature and the world 
around me.

In July, 2012, the Bolsa Chica Ju-
nior Stewards went to Big Bear for 
a camp out. The drive there was 
long, but it was worth it. When 
everyone arrived, they immedi-
ately got to setting up their tents. 
After everyone was finished, we 
went for a hike to a large pile of 
rocks about a mile away. The hike 
made everyone exhausted, so after 
thirty minutes, we headed back to 
the campsite to eat dinner.  After 
dinner, we had s’mores and played 
games.

Junior Stewards Help with Coastal Clean-up Day

one important goal 
of the Junior Stewards 
problem is the nurturing 
of leadership skills. 
Through experience and 
support, the kids are 
gaining in confidence 
and their contributions 
to Bolsa Chica are 
growing.

This past September 15th was 
Coastal Clean-up Day and the 
Junior Stewards thought it would 
be nice to offer a range of refresh-
ments to the volunteers who came 
from all over our community 

to lend a hand. To do that, one 
Junior Steward raised over $400 in 
donations! We are so proud of Jodi 
Thorn (with a special thanks to 
mom, rene) who wrote letters and 

visited stores to get the 
donations.

We want to thank Trader 
Joe’s 5 Points Plaza, Simple 
Green, West Coast Air 
Conditioning, and Adam 
and Christine rodell with 
remax real Estate for 
helping to make the event 
a huge success. The Junior 

Stewards met all of the volunteers 
that day, had a spread of fruit and 
drinks ready for everyone, and 
then went out and did a great job 
taking care of the Mesa.

Way to go, Jodi!
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MIRACLES is Looking for a  
Few Good Men and Women

The Miracles of the Marsh program is looking for 
interested individuals to join our staff of docents 
at Bolsa Chica.  The Miracles program gives tours 
of Bolsa Chica to 3rd and 4th graders and teaches 
them about wildlife, plants, history, and water 
conservation.  

you do not need to be an expert in any of these 
subjects in order to become a great docent.  We 
will train you, just like we’ve trained dozens of 
other new docents.  All you need is to love Bolsa 
Chica, enjoy being with kids, and have the ability 
to communicate well.  

MIrACLES oF THE MArSH

The time commitment is at your option. you tell 
us when you’re available. our program runs from 
December through mid June.  Last year we gave tours 
to over 1,700 children.

The rewards are great.  you will contribute in a 
significant way to teaching children about the value of 
stewardship and will help create the next generation of 
conservation-minded adults.

Please contact ron Krasnitz at: ron.krasnitz@chicago-
booth.edu or call 714-845 6062.
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BoLSA CHICA STEWArDS

Grab Our Tools
By Kim Kolpin

This autumn, the Bolsa Chica 
Stewards will begin our 17th year 
of community-based habitat res-
toration at Bolsa Chica. The days 
will grow shorter, the coastal fog 
will roll in, the soil will become 
cooler and softer - accepting of 
the thousands of new plants that 
will call the Mesa home. This 
year we will continue our fo-
cus on returning native coastal 
grasses to the Mesa. These grass-
es will one day create a native 
coastal prairie - one of only a few 
left along our shoreline. Their 
tall blades will grow to dance in 
the ocean breezes and their seeds 
will nourish our songbirds.

our CPr for the Mesa project 
is continuing to move forward.  
This summer the California 
Department of Fish and Game 
certified the project’s Mitigated 
negative Declaration which 
includes the project narrative, 
created by rECon Environmen-
tal, Inc., with input from BCLT, 
Guy Stivers of Stivers and Associ-
ates, and the DFG. This 98-page 
document describes in detail the 
various aspects of the project and 
along with the responses to pub-
lic comments, is available on the 
DFG web site: www.dfg.ca.gov .  

All of this wonder-
ful work is achieved 
through the dedication 
of our Stewards Core 
Team, our volunteers, 
and with the support 
of the membership, 
grantors and corporate 
partners. We need all 
of you, and together we 
make the Bolsa Chica 
an even better place.

We thank Alcoa Fas-
tening Systems, Ful-
lerton, for their friend-
ship and continuing 
support of the Stew-
ards work. This sum-
mer, in celebration of 
their 50th Anniversary, 
we were gifted with a 
$3,000 grant from their 
employee fund.  

Each Fall we celebrate 
the beginning of the planting 
season with a group of Alcoa 
employees and their families 
as they come out to join in one 
of our october work days. We 
are so proud and grateful to be 
the organization they choose to 
volunteer with, and it is always 
a pleasure to work beside such a 
wonderful group of people each 
year.

Support comes in many ways 
-and we thank the generous wom-
an who delivers empty cat litter 
containers to my front door sev-
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eral times a year.  These simple 
containers are used to hand water 
thousands of plants. We thank 
rick with H2o to Go, who goes 
above and beyond at each of our 
work days, and we thank Joanie 
and Scott Seaton and George the 
Great Blue Heron of Peter’s Land-
ing Marina for their thoughtful 
and generous support of the Jr. 
Stewards program.

Where else can you spend a 
morning helping such a glorious 
place while enjoying the ocean 
breeze, listening to the songs of 
wild birds, smelling the earthy 
scent of Coastal Sage, meet-
ing friendly and knowledgeable 
people, all while munching on a 
cookie?  

The Bolsa Chica 
Stewards welcome 
you to our next  
scheduled work 
days:

October 20th

November 4th & 17th

December 2nd & 15th

and January 6th &19th

Southern California Edison 
Awards Miracles of the Marsh 
and the Junior Stewards a 
Grant of $25,000!!

From left: Vanessa Bloom - Jr. Stewards; Katrina Cone - Jr. Stewards; 
Michelle Cone - Jr. Stewards; Jack Sahl - Director of Environment and 
Resource Sustainability, Southern California Edison; Olivia Bloom - Jr. 
Stewards; Jenelle Godges - Regional Manager, Local Public Affairs, 
Southern California Edison; Carrie Thomas - Vice President, Bolsa 
Chica Land Trust; Jodi Thorn - Jr. Stewards; Kim Kolpin - Restoration 
Coordinator, Bolsa Chica Land Trust.

We are very excited to announce that Southern California 
Edison has awarded the Land Trust a grant of $25,000 for 
two of its programs focused on children.  Edison’s gener-
osity will help us reach out to thousands of children and 
families across our community.  

Miracles of the Marsh and the Junior Stewards program 
offer unique learning opportunities that engage and 
educate children about the history and ecology of Bolsa 
Chica.  This funding will help us continue to grow these 
programs and introduce the beauty and significance of 
Bolsa Chica to the next generation. 
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Scheduled Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings

 2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
 Call 714-846-1001 for location

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
 3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
 Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
 PCH Parking at BC Wetlands
 For Info & to help call 714-964-8170

Bolsa Chica Stewards
 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month. 
 9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner  
 Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.
 For information, call 714-717-6304

Directory Bolsa Chica Land Trust        
Executive Director Kim Kolpin 714-846-1001
Docent Coordinator  Ron Krasnitz  714 846-1001
School Coordinator  Bev Nogy  714 962-0300
BC Stewards Kim Kolpin 714-717-6304

Bolsa Chica Land Trust gift items are available  
at the Land Trust Office
Office Hours: 9:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday-Friday
www.bolsachicalandtrust.org

 

Membership Renewal/Application 
N  I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help 
        preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem. 

N  This is a renewal membership.
Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label
 
 $50.00 + Honor Roll

 $20.00 Family

 $15.00 Individual

 $10.00 Senior/Student

 Name

 Address

 City     State       Zip

 Telephone

 E-Mail

 Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:
 Bolsa Chica Land Trust
 5200 Warner Avenue, #108
 Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Editor: Marc Stirdivant
Design: Susan Groetsch Davis
Printed with vegetable inks on FSC certified post-consumer recycled paper.  
Please recycle this newsletter or share it with others.

© Steven Eric Smith

“It is not the language of painters, but 
the language of nature which one should 
listen to.”        vincent van Gogh


