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On April 21st and 22nd you will have a special way to support the
Bolsa Chica Land Trust. The Orange County Community Foundation
is super-charging local giving by hosting Orange County’s first-ever
Giving Day. The Foundation is aiming high with a goal of delivering
$2 million to OC nonprofits in a 30-hour period. By choosing
to donate to the Land Trust during this campaign you will not
only support the Land Trust’s mission of acquisition, preservation,
restoration and education at Bolsa Chica, but also show all of Orange
County how much Bolsa Chica is loved.
Donating is easy! Starting at 6:00AM on April 21st through till noon
on April 22nd go to iheartoc.org and donate through their secure
site. Computer shy? Call us at the Land Trust office at (714) 8461001 and we will walk you through it. Or come by the office at
5200 Warner Avenue, Suite108, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and we will
help you from here. Questions? Please call us or email us at info@
bclandtrust.org.
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust has set a goal of raising $10,000. Let’s
make it happen!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Tell A Friend . . . BCLT Loves New Members!
By Jennifer Thomas, President

I stepped up and am now Board
President and Dan Kalmick has
been voted in as Vice-President.
With Marinka Horack as Secretary extraordinaire, and Jim Anderson as our wonderful treasurer,
our elected officers are off and
running once again.
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is
now in our 22nd year, and we
are busier than ever. Our success
is due to you - our strong membership base, our amazing team
of volunteers, and our collective
tenacity for a vision we all share
of saving all of Bolsa Chica.
As President there is much to do,
and a priority is to continue to
grow our membership and volunteer base so that we can do even
more. So many people in our
community are unaware of Bolsa
Chica and the Land Trust. Please
help us by spreading the word
to your friends and neighbors,
so that together we can ensure
a bright future for all of Bolsa
Chica. Share this newsletter with
someone who may be interested,
or bring a friend out for our
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Following five years on our Board
of Directors and two years as
Board President, Joe Shaw left our
shores this January to explore the
Great Plains with the one he loves.
BCLT is grateful for the years of
service, leadership, and friendship
Joe gave us and we wish him all
the best and a future filled with
happiness.

monthly tour. Check out the ecocam and share the link. Bring a
friend out to one of our Stewards
days. Donate to Bolsa Chica in
April through the OCCF’s I Heart
O.C. campaign and show all of
Orange County that you care.
There is still open space threatened with development at Bolsa
Chica, there are significant maintenance issues at the wetlands,
habitat that needs to be restored,
and generations that need to be
educated about how important
it all is. This is a long and costly
to-do list, but with your support
it can be done.

on, bills paid and projects running. Membership dollars are the
lifeblood of our organization, and
your support is what keeps us
going.
I am looking forward to my
tenure as BCLT President and to
watching our membership grow,
the plants on the Mesa bloom, and
the next generation of birds take
flight.

I want to sincerely thank each of
you who sent in donations and
membership renewals at the end
of 2014. We raised over $30,000
which helps keep our lights
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3rd Times A Charm for the Bolsa Chica ECO CAM
By Jayson Ruth

After two successful years of live
action video streaming at the
Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve,
the Land Trust is showcasing a
3rd season of virtual birding and
eco viewing for all to enjoy. The
camera is still located in the heart
of the reserve, at Nest Site 1 with
a clear view of North Tern Island,
and is 100% solar powered, wireless and remote operated. As in
previous years, the live streaming
video can be accessed via www.
bolsachicalandtrust.org. We are
anticipating it to be the best setup
yet, as we utilize the design of
our new website and the continued support from Surfline.com to
bring the best possible experience.
The video camera will allow us
to get closer than humanly possible to these two critical nesting
sites. As you log onto our website,
you can expect to see the always
popular feathered residents and
visitors of the Bolsa Chica such as
Brown Pelicans, Terns, Skimmers,
Plovers, Egrets and many other
species. Within view, it is possible to see many habitats such
as wetlands, sand dunes, mudflats,
pickleweed as well as distant
viewing of the mesa. The camera
will be streaming daily from dawn
till dusk, so be sure to check it
often as you never know what may
come into the camera’s view at any
given moment!
With generous financial support
from Southern California Edison,
we have also been hard at work
creating educational materials to
accompany the eco camera. One
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new highlight for this year is
for anyone to contribute to our
citizen science project by completing a short survey of what
was observed on the camera. The
data will be shared with Department of Fish and Wildlife officials
and will be available for budding
naturalists to develop their own
scientific inquiry projects.
Additionally, there is supporting
curricular materials for teachers:
•Information on birds and the
Bolsa Chica ecosystem

•Classroom printable for teachers
•Observation activities for
primary and secondary students
•Links to other websites that help
with bird identification, promoting
science skills and conservation.
A special thanks to the following;
Department of Fish and Wildlife
- Kelly O’Reilly, Southern California Edison, Surfline and Variable
Speed Solutions - Brian Pavloff.

•Pacific Flyway Interactive

Want One of These on Your
Bumper? Oh Yes You Do!
Here it is folks – our brand new bumper sticker. Donate in April
with the enclosed envelope or online during the I Heart OC event
and you will receive this free bumper sticker. Show the world that
you love Bolsa Chica!
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JUNIOR STEWARDS

Junior Stewards See Spring Return to
the Mesa
By Danny Hasheminejad, Junior Stewards Coordinator

We recently asked our most experienced Junior Stewards to explain
why they come out to the Reserve and what Bolsa Chica means to
them. Here’s what they had to say:
Tell us a little about yourself.
Sage Kolpin (age 16)
“I like Doctor Who, surfing,
traveling, and food.”
Vanessa Bloom (age 16)
“I like reading, writing, riding,
sailing, Doctor Who, and spending
time with family.”
Katrina Cone (age 15)
“I love music, especially 60s and
70s classic rock. I like reading,
painting, surfing, hiking, blogging,
cultural geography, and 80s
comedies.”
What do you enjoy about
coming out to the wetlands?
Sage: “I enjoy having fun with
my friends while we work on
the mesa. I like when it looks so
green, like the Shire from Lord of
the Rings.
What changes have you seen
over the years? What seasonal
changes do you enjoy most?
Vanessa: “As a kid, everything
seemed so large. The walk to the
point was so long. Now we’re able
to help in many ways, lifting the
larger water containers. I always
love seeing the mesa after a rain,
especially in the late winter/early
spring months when the mesa is
covered in waves of green.”
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What have you learned about
yourself and the world through
your experiences at Bolsa
Chica?
Sage: I’ve learned how to work
with difference people. I’ve had to
explain and demonstrate, lead others and
be in charge, and get
involved with others
in the community
that have come to
help us.
Katrina: “I have
learned that
anyone can make a
difference, as long as
they are dedicated
enough to work for
their goals. I have met
people from all walks
of life on the Mesa
- veterans, toddlers, immigrants,
etc. - it doesn’t matter who we
are, where we came from, or what
we believe in, as long as we all
work together we can bring about
change for the better.”
What is your favorite native
plant? bird? land animal?

Sage Kolpin and Vanessa Bloom

Katrina Cone

Katrina: “Prickly pear, kestrel,
and gopher snake.” (She’s even
named three of the prickly pear
she nurtured back to health on
the mesa: Horatio, Zebulon, and
Percival)

Sage: “Sage scrub, burrowing owl,
and coyote.”
Vanessa: “Sage scrub, red-tailed
hawk, and coyote.”
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BOLSA CHICA STEWARDS

Exciting Things Happening Out On
the Mesa!

Starting last October, I have been
working with Jordan Grace, an
intern from the University of Oregon, to map out the plant composition of the 118 acres of Mesa
within the fence. We split the area
up into quads and walked the
entire Mesa. We recorded which
plant species (native and nonnative) were present, roads, squirrel mounds, and concentrations of
shells for each quad. We finished
the field work portion of the project in January and Jordan finished
the Google Earth map from the
data a few weeks later. It was a
lot of fun, and we saw all sorts of
animals including coyotes, rabbits,
burrowing owls, American kestrels, snakes, lizards, and Canada
geese. This map is going to be
very helpful to the Land Trust and
the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife in the future.
The green rectangle where the
Picerne Foundation students
worked last year continues to be
a great plot for experiments. We
have currently planted the area
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with native bunch grasses
and seeded with native
grasses and wildflowers.
We are seeing if by planting and seeding at the same
time we can decrease the
number of non-natives that
sprout. Already I can see
improvement with only a
few radishes and non-native
grasses mixed in with the
grasses and sprouting wildflowers. The dwarf goldfields (Lasthenia californica) and baby blue
eyes (Nemophila menziesii) are
starting to bloom, and there is a
bunch of coast California poppies
(Eschscholzia maritime) that have
sprouted.
Also, last October I started a blog
for the Land Trust in general, but
especially for the Stewards. So
far I have been posting stories
about the habitat restoration work
days with photos I have taken.
In the near future we will be
posting about the plants found at
Bolsa Chica, the animals, events,
and even more! You can find
the blog at our website at www.
BolsaChicaLandTrust.org. Of
course you can always find us on
Facebook, Twitter or Google+ too.

© Erin Chin

A lot has been going on since our
last newsletter. We have finished
the field work for a mapping
project on the Mesa, the green
rectangle from last year is now an
experimental plot for wildflowers,
and there is a new blog with posts
about the Stewards! We are still
planting native grasses and tar
plant during our Stewards restoration work days with help from
many great groups of volunteers.
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By Erin Chin, Restoration Coordinator

I want to thank the school and
college groups that have come
out to volunteer, especially
Garden Grove High School
Environmental Club, the mothers
and daughters from the National
Charity League, the employee
volunteers from Alcoa Fastening,
and all those independent
volunteers who keep showing up!
Without you we wouldn’t be able
to do the amazing work we do, so
Thank You!
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Our Endowment continues to grow! We are grateful to the following people for their recent generous
gifts to our Endowment. These funds will give the Bolsa Chica Land Trust financial security in the
future so that our work and vision will continue on. Thank you!
Marie Alarcon
Tom Blood
Stephen & Cecelia Brown
Patty Campbell
Gerald and Patricia Chapman
Cynthia Coates
Shari Edwards-Mann
Nancy Farmer
Richard and Sally Graham
Pearl Holmes
Stephanie Holzman
Donna Kapche
Kent Krogue
Erick Lesser
Thad Solloway
James & Patricia Steelman
Larry Tendis
Marsha Utain
Bill & Nancy Sweningsen in memory of Julian Vochelli
Daniel & Patrick Wall
Evelyn Dirksen for Mr.& Mrs. Charles Wheatley III
To join this list of Endowment supporters please send your gift to our Endowment for the Future in
the enclosed envelope, go online to use a credit card, or contact our Executive Director, Kim Kolpin
at the office (714) 846-1001 or at Kim@bclandtrust.org for more information.

Following the Bolsa Chica Land Trust. . .
Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Google + for the latest updates on the Land Trust issues, activities, and events! You will also find environmental news, local events, and fun
tidbits of information all about Bolsa Chica and beyond!
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/bolsachicalandtrust
Twitter: @ BolsaChica_LT or www.twitter.com/BolsaChica_LT
Google +: http://bit.ly/1moJ17N

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
www.bolsachicalandtrust.org
Follow us and our stories on our blog at our website.
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BCLT Welcomes New Board Members
This spring we welcomed two new members to our Board of Directors, John Doyle
and Roger Bloom. Our Board now totals 18 wonderful people who are committed to
continuing the Bolsa Chica Land Trust’s mission and success.
Roger Bloom is a journalist and marketing/communications consultant
who began his career as a writer and then editor at the Huntington
Beach Independent. He has been an editor at the Orange County Register and managing editor of the Orange County Business Journal. He was
the first marketing director at Rutan & Tucker LLP, then the largest law
firm in Orange County, and has provided media relations and strategic
advice to professional firms, nonprofits and political campaigns. He
and his family are longtime volunteers with the Stewards, and his two
daughters were among the co-founders of the Junior Stewards.

John, A. Doyle has his Ph.D. in Social Ethics and Gerontology from the
University of Southern California. John is a professor in the College of
Health and Human Development at California State University, Fullerton. As a licensed psychotherapist, he has been in private practice
in Southern California for many years. His research interests include:
gerontology, ethics in the helping professions, and long-term support for
persons with disabilities. John serves on the restoration committee.

We are thrilled to have generous
and engaged corporate partners
who support our vision, our
projects and our programs. In
the past few months we have
received significant grants from
the following:
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Edison International/Southern California Edison – to help
fund Miracles of the Marsh, the Jr.
Stewards and our Eco Cam.
Alcoa Fastening Systems &
Rings, Fullerton, and the Alcoa
Foundation – to help fund our
Stewards Mesa Habitat Restoration
project.

And Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California
– to fund a public education piece
on the watershed that ends at
Bolsa Chica. This piece is being
created by Junior Steward Vanessa
Bloom.
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Scheduled Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings
2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
Call 714-846-1001 for location
BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
Meet at Wetlands PCH Parking Lot

Spring is nature’s way of saying,
“Let’s Party!”
		
Robin Williams

Membership Renewal/Application

N I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help
preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem.

N This is a renewal membership.

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label

Bolsa Chica Stewards
1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month
9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner		
Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.

Bolsa Chica Land Trust Directory
Executive Director.................Kim Kolpin

$50.00 + Honor Roll

$15.00 Individual

$20.00 Family

$10.00 Senior/Student

Name
Address

Docent Coordinator ............. Ron Krasnitz

City				

School Coordinator .............. Bev Nogy

Telephone

BC Stewards..............................Erin Chin
Jr. Stewards................................Daniel Hasheminejad
BCLT Office Phone:.............. (714) 846-1001

State

Zip

E-Mail
Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:

BCLT Email:.............................. info@BCLandTrust.org

Bolsa Chica Land Trust

Office Hours:..............................9:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday-Friday

5200 Warner Avenue, #108, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org

