People’s Impact
on the
Watershed
Since the watershed is
interconnected with populated
areas, people have a huge impact
on the cycle. Storm drains bring
runoﬀ from cities and towns
straight to the watershed. Anything
in the runoﬀ — chemicals,
bacteria, litter — gets swept into
the Bolsa Chica and then the
ocean.
Any trash, dog feces, paint, or
other substances will reach the
ocean — even from cities that are
miles inland.

Keeping the
Watershed
Clean
There are many simple ways you
can help!
• Always throw trash away in
trash cans.
• Pick up dog feces.
• Plant native/drought tolerant
plants to conserve water.
• Control overwatering of your
landscape.
• Do not use herbicides or
pesticides on plants.

THE
WATERSHED
Our water system
which connects the
inland to the ocean

What Cities Does the Wintersburg
Flood Channel Run Through?

The Wintersburg ßood channel
runs through Anaheim, Santa Ana,
Garden Grove, Fountain Valley, and
Huntington Beach — which means
that any litter from those cities can
wash into the channel and ßow out
into the Bolsa Chica.

Wintersburg Flood Channel
meets Bolsa Chica

What is the
Watershed?
The watershed is a system
which connects all fresh
water, from rivers, storm
drains, ßood control
channels, rain, and streams
to the ocean. Our local
wildlife depends upon this
fresh water source throughout
Orange County.

How does the watershed work?
The watershed is a cycle. The watershed that aﬀects the
Bolsa Chica Wetlands begins when rain falls in Anaheim. After
traveling through the suburbs and the storm drains, it then
ßows into the Wintersburg Flood Channel. From there, it goes
into the Bolsa Chica Wetlands and Huntington Harbor, then
out into the PaciÞc Ocean.
Special Thanks to the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California
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