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Tens of thousands of birds visit
Bolsa Chica each year. So do
tens of thousands of people. A
multitude of species call Bolsa
Chica home, and as one of our
last remaining coastal wetlands, in biodiverse hot spot,
Bolsa Chica is a vital part of a
healthy coastal ecosystem. In
all this, Bolsa Chica needs care,
and lots of it. Restoration and
maintenance are expensive.
On June 5, Proposition 68 will
be on your ballot. If it passes,
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it will provide significant funding
for California’s natural resources
– Bolsa Chica included. The Bolsa
Chica Land Trust is committed to
securing some of this funding to
finalize the Ridge & Goodell acquisition first and foremost. Then,
we will seek funding for much
needed projects to secure Bolsa
Chica as healthy habitat for all
our wildlife, for years to come.
Help us by supporting this measure – VOTE YES ON PROP. 68
FOR BOLSA CHICA.
Every vote matters!

For Bolsa Chica

Ensures clean drinking
water, increases local
water supplies, and
protects Californians
from future droughts
$540 million to ensuring
safe drinking water
$180 million to increase
water supplies with
groundwater cleanup
and water recycling
$550 million to protect
local communities from
flooding
$367 million to protect
and restore our rivers,
streams, and lakes
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Parks

Improves existing park
facilities, expands access,
and addresses inequities
in underserved areas
$725 million for parks in
neighborhoods with the
greatest need
$285 million to cities,
counties, and local park
districts to make local
parks safer and improve
facilities
$218 million to repair
and improve state parks
$95 million to promote
recreation and tourism

Natural
Resources

Restores and protects
our natural areas and
implements wildlife
protection measures
$765 million for
conserving and protecting
natural areas
$235 million to protect
our bays, coast and ocean
$140 million to improve
our resilience to climate
change with projects like
forest restoration and
fire protection
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

My Favorite Button
By Kim Kolpin, Executive Director

Growing up in Brooklyn, there
was very little nature for me to
wander in or wildlife to enjoy. A
playground across the street from
my home was all cement and
steel. The indigenous bird species
were sparrows and pigeons. The
only wildflowers I saw were
dandelions. Mutual of Omaha’s
Wild Kingdom was my outlet to
the natural world, and I watched it
every Sunday night for years. On
a black-and-white TV.

As a child I had a yearning for
nature, but trips to the Brooklyn
Botanical Garden and Coney
Island Aquarium were as close as
I could get. When I was nine years
old I took what little spending
money I had and bought this
button at the Aquarium. It has
been with me ever since, as a
reminder of how deep my love
for the environment, and desire to
help it, goes.
Back in the 1970s “Save the Polar
Bear” was one of the movement’s
loudest mantras. Today, news
updates with images of shrinking
polar caps and starving polar
bears flash across the screen of
our smart phones. As time ticks
on some things get worse, but
others get better. Our ability to
fix what we have broken is always
there, which is why the Land Trust
continues to strive to protect and

Follow Us on Instagram

restore Bolsa Chica regardless of
how high the hurdles may be.
On June 5, we have the
opportunity to increase funding
for our open spaces and muchneeded parks, and to ensure clean
drinking water for all who live
in the state. Proposition 68 will
fix some of what is broken, so
that children in inner cities have
green and safe parks, so we can
protect some of our open spaces
from development, and so we
can restore some of our battered
natural lands. It is chance for all
of us to stand up for California’s
beauty and biodiversity at a time
when threats to it are heightened.
So, on June 5, I am going to have
another favorite button – the one
I choose to click to vote “Yes” on
Prop. 68. I hope you do the same.
For California – For Bolsa Chica!

bolsachica_lt

We post pictures of our workdays, events,
flowers & critters. Keep up with all the
great things happening at Bolsa Chica
and
︎our page!

♥︎
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From Humble, Yet Determined, Beginnings
By Flossie Horgan and Marinka Horack

It all started in 1992 at a community
meeting. The agenda was the proposed
development on the Bolsa Chica Mesa. There
was much discussion about how much
development should be allowed. Flossie Horgan
stood up and said, “Why not save it all?” That
great idea became the foundation of the Bolsa
Chica Land Trust. After the meeting, Flossie
Horgan and Dr. Jan Vandersloot decided to
establish the Bolsa Chica Land Trust. On June
14, 1992, a celebration of the founding of the
BCLT was held at Mesa Point.
1992 was a busy year for the Land Trust. Members spent
Thursday mornings on the corner of Pacific Coast Highway and
Warner Avenue waving signs based on the classic Burma Shave
ads. The signs had catchy rhymes like “Save It, Don’t Pave It!”
On October 24, 1992, a Bluegrass concert filled the Bolsa Chica
air as a large group of supporters sat in beach chairs, enjoying
the music on the Mesa. The title of the BCLT newsletter, Music
from the Mesa was born.
Our friends with the Surfrider Foundation joined BCLT in the
fight to save the Mesa with a huge Paddleout at Bolsa Chica
State Beach in December 1992, and again in April
1993. Dozens of surfers paddled out on their boards
to bring attention to the importance of saving Bolsa
Chica.
Many events, hundreds of meetings, and 25 years
have passed since then. Bolsa Chica now thrives
as 1,200 acres of critical wildlife habitat that an
estimated 80,000 people visit each year. Today,
our 5,000 members, our successful programs
and projects, and the outstanding people who
are committed to Bolsa Chica, make
BCLT a strong, vibrant, and still growing
organization.
We look forward to continuing with our
mission for the next 25 years!
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MIRACLES OF THE MARSH 2018
We are thankful for each one of our docents!
Celebrating 16 years of educating
children about the wonders of
Bolsa Chica, our team of amazing
docents are a precious asset to
the Land Trust as they fulfill the
educational part of our mission.
This year, they will bring 2,012
students from 22 schools (coming
from 12 neighboring cities) on 38
tours of Bolsa Chica.
Each student receives a full
color workbook, an in-class
presentation and a 2+ hour tour
of the Reserve with educational
breakout sessions. This year, our
presentation was upgraded with
recorded video and sound, and
as happens each year, the teacher
feedback is unanimously positive.

Bolsa Chica Land Trust • SUMMER 2018

Sanford Adelman		
Ed Albeg
Juliann Blake
Gretchen Burton
Kathy Burton
Cristy Clouse
Janet Frumhoff
Bill Gregory
Toni Gregory
Beverly Hansen
Marinka Horack
Patrick Irizarry
Ana Katsuki
Bill Kettler
Doreen Kushner
Babs Levitan
Sharon Neely
Cathy Parker
Lorraine Prinsky
Chuck Satow
Dave Schwab
Paul Scott

Leigh Severson
Pat Shaffer
Dolores Shultz
Sandi Smith
Laurel Telfer
Janette White
Special thanks go out to Rich
Valdes, Tour Coordinator; Ron
Krasnitz, Docent Coordinator;
Beverley Hansen, School
Coordinator; and Mike McMahan,
Deliveries. We also thank the
Orange County Community
Foundation, who along with our
members, financially support
the 2018 Miracles of the Marsh
program.
If you are interested in becoming
a docent, please contact Ron
Krasnitz at Ron@bclandtrust.org
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Growing Space Update
By Beverley Hansen

With construction finished,
the Bolsa Chica Stewards got
busy starting seeds at the new
Growing Space. Our first efforts
have been a great success.

The Growing Space is living up to
its name.
This space has been a longtime
goal for the restoration of the
Mesa. Growing the native plants
in the environment where
they will live gives them a
better chance of survival when
transplanted into the ground.

Volunteers started seeds of
several different varieties of
grasses and wildflowers native
to the Mesa, including Purple
Needle Grass, Baby Blue Eyes,
Lupine, California Poppies,
Goldfields, and Barley grasses.
Tar plant, a protected species,
was started from seed collected on
the Mesa from last season’s plants.
All the seeds sprouted well, and a
few have even been transplanted
out onto the mesa.

by volunteering at one of our
Stewards work days. We meet the
first Sunday and third Saturday of
each month. If you are interested
in helping with the Growing
Space, give the office a call at (714)
846-1001 and we will tell you
how you can help.
Special thanks go to the Stewards
Core Team leaders who have
worked on getting us growing:
Mike McMahan, who always
seems one step ahead of what
needs to be done and the planting
and re-potting team - Mike and
Roberta Armstrong, Marinka
Horack, William Balow, Morgen
Hansen, and Jeff Rokos.

You can help the growing Space
to continue to grow, and the
Mesa continue to transform,

Bolsa Chica Eco-Cam Up and Running
Want to watch the return of the
terns, catch a glimpse of a goose,
or savor a sunset from home?
Then tune into Bolsa Chica’s own
Eco-Cam, now up and running for
its fifth year. You can access the
live stream from dawn to dusk at
www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org for
a little escape to Bolsa Chica from
your home or office.
The eco-cam is a great way to
relax, but also serves educational
and research purposes. The cam
focuses on the nesting areas of
the endangered Least Terns and
Snowy Plovers, allowing the casual
observer, student, and researcher
to get closer observations without
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disturbing the birds. The web
page also offers links to additional
resources for teachers and birders.
But those are not the only birds
the camera captures - Pelicans,
Egrets, Coots, and Canada Geese
make appearances as well. So,
stop by our web site and check
out the Eco-Cam and discover
another way to experience this
special place.
Many thanks to BCLT Board
members Dan Kalmick and Jayson
Ruth for maintaining the Eco-Cam
and to CDFW Reserve Manager
Kelly O’Reilly for all of her support of this program!
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We’re Getting Close!
$1,000,000
$800,000
$600,000
$400,000
$200,000

We are just $142,402 away from our goal of $1 million,
dedicated to the purchase and restoration of the Ridge
& Goodell properties! This is amazing, and a testament
to the commitment of our membership and the community to save the last threatened pieces of Bolsa Chica.
With its beautiful views, cultural significance, and
habitat potential, Ridge & Goodell are worth preserving. Thank you for sharing our vision and supporting
this acquisition.

Help us
reach the
top –
donate to
our Ridge
& Goodell
fund
today!

A Cheesy Fundraiser II
Monks Addiction, HB’S artisan cheese shop is hosting a fundraiser for the BCLT!
Visit Monks Addiction at Bella Terra on May 24, 25, & 26 for lunch/dinner. Bring a copy of the
ticket below or just mention that you are there to support the Bolsa Chica Land Trust.
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Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
Nothing is going to get better. It’s not!

				

Dr. Seuss

