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Thanks A Million!!!
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With the outstanding support of our members, the
Bolsa Chica Land Trust has successfully raised
$1 million towards the acquisition and
restoration of the Ridge and Goodell properties!!
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The depth of support has been truly
wonderful. This is a very clear message
that our community shares our vision to
save it, not pave it!! Every dollar raised will
go towards the acquisition and restoration
of the property.
Our partner in this acquisition, the Trust
for Public Land, is hard at work securing
the rest of the funding. Stay tuned for the
next steps forward toward the acquisition of
this last threatened piece of Bolsa Chica.
We are deeply grateful to all of you
who donated to support saving Ridge
and Goodell. Together, we will ensure
that it remains open space for our community, for our wildlife, forever.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
© Jane Lazarz

December, 2018
Dear Bolsa Chica Land Trust Member,
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust had
an amazing 2018! With your support we raised $1 million towards
the purchase and restoration of
the Ridge and Goodell properties (see page 1). This incredible
achievement will be a significant
factor in saving the site as open
space and wildlife habitat for
generations.
While much focus was on our
Ridge and Goodell campaign,
BCLT continued to work our mission, and we made sure that our
other programs and projects that
nurture Bolsa Chica and educate
students to its natural wonders
continued to thrive:
In 2018 the Miracles of the Marsh,
our 3rd grade science curriculum,
educated 1,991 students and 300
adults. Our docent team led 40
tours and volunteered 660 hours
to the program. Schools from 12
neighboring cites participated, all
free of charge to the schools.
The Stewards restoration project

planted 5,240 native plants and
more than 1,700 volunteers from
the community came out to contribute over 5,100 hours to nurturing Bolsa Chica’s habitats.
Our Growing Space is propagating
hundreds of native coastal sage
scrub plants, native grasses and
wildflowers for our restoration
efforts.
All of this, and much more behind the scenes, is made possible
because of your support. Bolsa
Chica needs a lot of care, and
BCLT is at the forefront, bringing

thousands of volunteers, quality
education programs and significant improvements to wildlife
habitat every year. All of this
takes financial support. Funding
for our staff, office space and administrative needs is not covered
by most of the grants we receive.
At this time of year, I am asking for you to consider making a
donation to help ensure that the
Bolsa Chica Land Trust can continue to pursue our mission with
all of our projects and programs
in 2019. Your commitment and
support of the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust are truly wonderful, and
we are proud that you share our
vision for a healthy, open and free
Bolsa Chica.
On behalf of the BCLT Board of
Directors and staff I wish you and
your loved ones a peaceful and
joyous holiday season.
Warm regards,
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Jennifer A. Thomas
President
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Endangered at Bolsa Chica
By Kim Kolpin, Executive Director

The list is made up of species that
are listed as Endangered (federal and/or California), Species of
Special Concern, Threatened, and
Rare. All share this one thing
in common: they all need Bolsa
Chica. Bolsa Chica is only 1,200
acres, with many stressors placed
on it that affect the quality of the
habitats. However, our wildlife is
resilient, and Bolsa Chica continues to protect them and is becoming a better place for them as the
habitats are restored and cared
for.
For many of these species, Bolsa
Chica is just a small piece of their
world. In the US, the Endangered
Species Act has led to great strides
in protecting parts of our environment so that these species have a
chance to continue on for future
generations.
From the World Wildlife Federation: Ninety-nine percent of
species protected by the list have
avoided extinction. Passed with
bipartisan support in 1973, the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) is
Bolsa Chica Land Trust • WINTER 2018
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The state’s Department of Fish and
Wildlife, which manages the Ecological Reserve, keeps a list of the
Special Status & Rare Species that
are known to either migrate to,
visit or reside in the Bolsa Chica.
There are currently 23 species
on that list. Composed mostly of
our feathered avian friends, the
list also includes several plants,
a lizard and the green sea turtle.
Bolsa Chica was created in part to
establish a protected nesting area
for several of the endangered bird
species.

our nation’s most effective law to
protect species from extinction.
Grizzly bears, humpback whales,
and bald eagles are just some of
the 46 species now listed as recovered under the ESA. The rebound
of any species is a gradual process
that requires a long-term commitment and is dependent on many
factors, including direct threats,
habitat, food availability, reproduction rate and climate.

The Center for Biological Diversity has led the pack in working
to protect our Endangered Species
Act. From their web site biologicaldiversity.org: “Since the 115th
Congress was sworn in on January
3, 2017, it has already seen the introduction of at least 75 legislative
attacks seeking to strip federal
protections from specific species or
undercut the Endangered Species
Act.”

Today, there are renewed and
serious threats to the Endangered
Species Act, due in part to the
restrictions it places on land use,
and limits to pollutants, harmful
chemicals and waste that can be
released into our environment.
These constraints are unfavorable
to some, who work to weaken the
Act.

Places like Bolsa Chica stand up to
these threats by providing a future
for these animals and plants, and
we thank you for standing with us
as we continue to care for all of
Bolsa Chica.
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RESTORING THE MESA
The Stewards and thousands of
volunteers continue our mission to
restore Bolsa Chica. In 2018 our
new Growing Space successfully
started propagating hundreds of
new native plants for the Mesa.
Coastal Sage scrub, cactus, bunch
grasses and wildflowers – all native and all critically important
to a healthy ecosystem. Several
times a week our crew tends to
all of the saplings, nurturing the
next generation. In addition, this
autumn and winter, thousands of

native plants grown for us will be
brought in from Tree of Life Nursery and will increase the acres of
thriving native habitat at Bolsa
Chica.

out and help. Please join us for
some rewarding fun in the dirt,
every 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday
of the month. Check our website
for details.

So far, in 2018 we have had volunteers from 12 surrounding cities, 9
different high schools, Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, the National Charity
League, community groups and
corporate partners. We also have
many individual volunteers from
our community who love to come

Many thanks to the Arconic
Foundation and the Henry & Ellen
Warne Family Fund/Orange County Community Foundation for
significant funding of the Growing
Space and all of our restoration
efforts.

PHOTO CREDITS: BEVERLEY HANSEN, KIM KOLPIN
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RESTORING THE MESA

PHOTO CREDITS: BEVERLEY HANSEN, KIM KOLPIN
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TREASURER’S REPORT
By Dan Kalmick, Treasurer

I joined the Land Trust board
about 8 years ago and have had
the privilege of helping the organization mature into a top-notch
local environmental non-profit.
When I took over as Treasurer at
the end of 2015, my goal was to
upgrade, modernize and institute
solid controls that will keep the
Land Trust going strong into the
future. We migrated our accounting software to the cloud so that
we weren’t reliant on local backups or remote access. We consolidated our cash holdings into a
single financial institution, which
allowed us to increase our interest
earning by more than 1000%.
Finally, the board approved an
audit of our 2016 books. Audited
books have allowed us to compete
for larger grants, like our Prop. 1
funding for a study of the tidal
inlet.
This was a year-long process in
which I, the Land Trust staff, and

our accounting
firm and professional bookkeeper went through
the entire financial record of
the organization.
We updated our
internal financial
structure and
controls.
This past year we’ve been working hard on securing funding for
the acquisition of the Ridge and
Goodell Property (now Windward). Our Development Committee has worked hard to raise
$1,000,000, to show our local commitment to acquisition.
Thank you all who donated so
generously and who voted for
Proposition 68, as that bond measure contains funds that BCLT can
go after to complete the acquisition.

As I continue my term as Treasurer, I look back proudly on
the work we’ve accomplished in
modernizing and simplifying the
financial system of the Land Trust.
We’ve integrated our website,
point of sale, donations and grants
into a single auditable record
keeping system that will survive
my tenure. The Bolsa Chica Land
Trust is ready for the future!

Share the beauty of Bolsa Chica with
your loved ones this holiday season!!
The 2019 Wings Over Bolsa calendar is now available for sale on
our website at www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org and at our office
(weekday office hours are 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.). It will also be available at our weekend table in the
Reserve’s south parking lot on
Sunday, November 18 and December 16 from 10 a.m. – noon.
Your calendar purchase helps
to support BCLT’s projects and
programs. Please call us at (714)
6

846-1001 if you need more information.

tan, Jeff Rokos, Beverley Hansen
and Christopher Burkhardt.

We want to thank each of the
wonderful photographers who so
generously submitted photographs
for the calendar. Your images help
us show the world how truly wonderful Bolsa Chica is.

To Order: Go to
www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org

We also want to thank our Calendar Committee for their hard
work and diligence: Marinka
Horack, Jim Anderson, Babs Levi-

It is easy and secure. They’re
$11.14 plus tax and shipping;
order four and get a fifth
calendar free!
For a mail in or online donation of
$100 or more, you will receive a free
Wings Over Bolsa 2019 calendar.
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WELCOME TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

This summer we welcomed Jeff
Rokos to our Board of Directors.
Jeff and his wife, Natalie, have
been core team leaders with the
Stewards for more than 20 years
and were awarded the KennedyKolpin Bolsa Chica Conservation Award in 2008. He has a
Bachelors in Psychology from
Rutgers University and was born

and raised in Union County, New
Jersey. Jeff moved to Huntington Beach in 1995 and joins our
Board after retiring last year from
a 32-year career working in the
insurance/reinsurance field. He
is a member of the development
committee and is in his fourth
year serving on our Wings Over
Bolsa calendar committee.
“I feel a special attachment to the
Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve,”
says Jeff, “not only as an openspace sanctuary in our heavily
populated area, but also because
it has offered me the opportunity to connect with the amazing
people who have saved this land
from development and are dedicated to seeing this place reach

its full potential for the wildlife,
the original, Native American
inhabitants, and the current-day
community. I am proud to be
associated with such an effort and
will help in any way that I can.”
Thank You for your service
After serving for many years,
Dave Hamilton has resigned from
our Board of Directors. Dave’s
dedication to Bolsa Chica and
protecting our Southern California environment has been an
inspiration to all who know
him. Dave diligently cares for all
things Bolsa Chica, and we are
deeply grateful for his work on
the BCLT Board.

Wings
Over
Bolsa
Bolsa Chica
Land Trust
2019
Calendar
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Wings Over Bolsa 2019 Calendar – Available now.
Information on how to purchase the calendar on page 6.
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Of all the paths you take in life, make sure
a few of them are dirt.
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Scheduled Land Trust Events
BCLT Board Meetings
2nd Thursday of each month. 7PM
Call 714-846-1001 for location
BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
Call 714-846-1001 for location

				

John Muir

Membership Renewal/Application

N I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and help
preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem.

N This is a renewal membership.

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label

Bolsa Chica Stewards
1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month
9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner
Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.

Bolsa Chica Land Trust Directory

$50.00 + Honor Roll

$15.00 Individual

$20.00 Family

$10.00 Senior/Student

Name

Executive Director..........Kim Kolpin

Address

Docent Coordinator .....Ron Krasnitz

City				

School Coordinator ......Beverley Hansen
BC Stewards......................Erin Chin
Jr. Stewards........................Daniel Hasheminejad
BCLT Office Phone:....... (714) 846-1001
BCLT Email:...................... info@BCLandTrust.org
Office Hours:......................9:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday-Friday
www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org

State

Zip

Telephone
E-Mail
Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:

Bolsa Chica Land Trust

5200 Warner Avenue, #108, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

