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Land Trust Third-Grade Program Hits
30,000-Student Milestone
“We are
educating
the next
generation to
the wonders,
science and
importance
of our coastal
environment
and open
spaces,” said
Land Trust
Executive
Director Kim
Lincoln Elementary students, like all in the Miracles of the Marsh program, get Kolpin. “This
hands-on experience in a tour of the Bolsa Chica as well as classroom instruc- is critical to
tion in the history, ecology and archaeology of the reserve.
ensure that
support and care for Bolsa Chica
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust
will endure into the future.
celebrated a wonderful milestone
Bringing these young students
for its Miracles of the Marsh
out to Bolsa Chica is so very
educational program on Oct. 22,
significant, as it creates a unique
when a tour for Long Beach’s
memory coupled with a handsLincoln Elementary School
on learning experience that no
included the 30,000th local
textbook can match.”
third-grade student to be taught
the biology and history of the
Miracles of the Marsh is the
Bolsa Chica wetlands and mesa.
Land Trust’s third-grade

standards-based science
curriculum program, offered at
no cost to participating schools.
The Miracles program began in
2003 and focuses on the ecology,
history, archaeology and water
quality of the Bolsa Chica. The
program is composed of three
parts; a Student Workbook
given to each student, an in-class
presentation given by one of our
trained docents, and a 2-hour
docent-led tour of the Bolsa
Chica Ecological Reserve with
follow-up educational materials.
The Miracles program is
designed to meet and exceed
Next Generation Science
Standards. It is complementary
to curriculum science standards
for the third-grade level.
The program addresses the
Disciplinary Core Ideas and
Environmental Principals and
Concepts dimensions of the
standards.
Continued page 5...

How You Can Make Our Environment Better

This Coastal Clean Up Day BCLT had over 100 volunteers removing garbage from
the wetlands. We are proud to be partnering with Barrel Bag which have created
new re-usable bags made of recycled materials for trash pickups. Now, rather than
using plastic garbage bags BCLT will be using, and re-using Barrel Bags. A special
thank you to Seven Gables Real Estate for sponsoring our new Barrel Bags!

The Bolsa Chica Land Trust offers several opportunities for you
and your family and friends to
actively make our environment a
little better.
The Land Trust is now hosting
beach clean-ups every Monday
morning through March. Volunteers are invited to meet at 20th
Street and PCH in Huntington
Beach at 8:30 a.m.
Meanwhile, the Bolsa Chica
Stewards’ Restoration Volunteer
Workdays are continuing yearround on the first Sunday and
third Saturday of each month.
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Stewards and volunteers meet
at 9 a.m. at the Reserve parking
lot on Warner Avenue just north
of PCH, across the street from
the fire station. Please wear
long pants and closed-toe shoes.
The planting, weeding, watering and other restoration work
continues until noon. Water and
snacks are provided.
Everyone is welcome to join
these efforts! Your help truly
makes a difference! On Coastal
Clean Up Day this past September, statewide more than
60,000 volunteers picked up
more than 500,000 pounds of

trash. On that day the Stewards
had 122 volunteers who pulled
530 pounds of trash out of the
wetlands! The group covered ¾
of a mile and we used new Barrel
Bags (made of recycled materials)
to collect the trash.
The Land Trust works every day
to improve the environment,
because keeping Bolsa Chica
healthy takes year-round care.
For more information about
how you can volunteer please
go to our website, BolsaChicaLandTrust.org, or call our office
at (714) 846-1001.
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2020 “Wings Over Bolsa” Calendars Are Here!

Our 2020 Wings Over Bolsa
Calendars and Coloring Books
are also available at the
Wild Birds Unlimited Store at
7171 Warner Avenue, Suite H,
(Warner and Golden West) in
Huntington Beach.

Packed with 54 amazing
photographs so you can enjoy
the beautiful wildlife of Bolsa
Chica every day, the 2020
“Wings Over Bolsa” calendars
are now available. Filled with
information about the birds
and wildlife depicted in the
photographs, all taken at Bolsa
Chica, the calendars help support
our education and restoration
projects. Your donation goes a
long way to making what we do at
Bolsa Chica successful!

they help us spread the word about our
organization and Bolsa Chica.
On the remittance envelope please
indicate which gift you would like to
receive. Or, you can cut out the bottom of
this page and send it in with your donation.
Thank you for your support!
Enclosed find my donation for $___________.
Please send me the following gift(s):
Quantity Gift

Donation Amount

For a $15 donation you will
receive a calendar. For a $60
donation you will receive five
calendars. Shipping is included.

_____

2020 Wings Over Bolsa Calendar

$15 each

_____

5 Pack 2020 Wings Over Bolsa Calendars

$60 each

_____

Bolsa Chica Coloring Book

$20 each

We also have our popular Bolsa
Chica Coloring Book available
for a $20 donation. The coloring
book and the calendar both
make wonderful presents, and

Send my gift(s) to:
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In Memoriam
resigned as ED and took a seat
on our Board of Directors, and
continued to edit our Music from
the Mesa newsletter through the
Summer 2018 edition.

Marc Stirdivant
This summer we sadly said goodbye to former BCLT Executive
Director and Board Member
Marc Stirdivant, who succumbed
after a long fight with cancer.
Marc was simply an amazing
individual, and we were fortunate
to have him in the BCLT family.
Marc spent much of his working
life in the entertainment business in Hollywood, yet his love of
nature lured him to be our Executive Director from 2005 to 2007.
During his tenure as our ED
he was the energy behind Cool
Azul’s makeover and many BCLT
events that kept him on his toes.
Most importantly, he was our
ED when the Lower Bench of the
Mesa was acquired for preservation. Once the daily drive from
Glendale became too much, he

Marc was also a driving force as
a Board member of the Arroyos
and Foothills Conservancy and
the Glendale Parks & Open Space
Foundation, and he represented
the City of Glendale in the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy.
Marc was one of the founding
members of the Glendale Crescenta Volunteers Organized in
Conserving the Environment
(VOICE). After leaving our ED
position, Marc went on to be a
Senior Administrative Analyst for
the City of Glendale Department
of Parks and Recreation, and
wrote travel columns for the LA
Times.
A mighty man with a mission,
as one of his last efforts Marc
worked to preserve the mature
oak grove which is all that is left
of the Tuna Canyon Detention
Station, and with it the history
of injustice and stories of those
who were once held there. “Marc
heard the stories of the families of the internees and was so
strongly moved that he became a
strong activist in the Coalition to
preserve this history and to show
how easily prejudice and fear
can lead to our losing our civil
rights.”
All of us in BCLT and the conservation community of Southern
California feel a deep loss, as
Marc was truly a pillar, a driving
force, and an inspiration.

Dan Kanne
Dan, with his wonderful wife Betty by his side, always had a warm
smile at the many BCLT events
he attended over the years. A
dedicated supporter, Dan always
was excited to learn about the
progress BCLT was making for
Bolsa Chica.
Dan cared deeply, and his love
of nature shone bright. We will
deeply miss his friendship, kind
words, and encouragement.

Kristina Finstad
Many years ago we received a call
from the Coastal Commission
Tides Center. They were
developing a volunteer habitat
restoration program for Newport
Back Bay, and along with it a
book so that others could learn
how to do the same. They knew
that our Bolsa Chica Stewards
were doing a fabulous job in
engaging the community in
a habitat restoration project,
and we were asked to share
our secrets to getting it done.
Happily, we agreed to help.
Continued page 5...
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We Welcome a New Board Member!
Babs Levitan
We are so very excited to add Babs Levitan to our Board of
Directors! Babs is an outstanding addition to our Board, as
she has been enthusiastically working as a docent to educate people of all ages to the natural wonders of Bolsa Chica
for years. Her support of our Miracles program, and all of
BCLT’s efforts, has been substantial.
We look forward to the energy and insight that Babs will
bring to the Board level. Thank you to Babs for her amazing
commitment and dedication, and welcome to the Board!
Continued from page 1

• Included 25 trained docents who have given 9,334 hours to the
program
• Included schools from Huntington Beach and 12 surrounding
cities

Lincoln Elementary third-graders and teachers, with
Bolsa Chica Land Trust docents, pose to mark the
occasion of the 30,000th student to pass through the
Miracles of the Marsh educational program.

The Miracles program is
available to all third-grade
classes from any school that
wishes to participate, but the
Land Trust has put an emphasis
on attracting schools in innercity, underserved and minority
communities. Many of these
students would not otherwise
have the opportunity for off-site
educational experiences such
as this. A significant number
of these schools are Title I.
The Land Trust also provides
funding to assist with student
transportation. To date, the
Miracles program has:
•
•

Educated 30,000 third
grade students
Given 585 tours of the Bolsa
Chica Ecological Reserve
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To celebrate this special occasion, every Lincoln third-grader
received the new Bolsa Chica coloring book, and the Land Trust
donated a bird feeder to the school for its community garden.
We would like to thank Dr. Thierry Kolpin who donated towards
these gifts.
The Miracles of the Marsh program is funded by your Land
Trust membership and an environmental education grant from
the Orange County Community Foundation.

Interested in becoming a docent? Please contact our Docent
Coordinator, Ron Krasnitz, at Ron@bclandtrust.org.
No previous experience or knowledge needed – our team will train you!
Continued from page 4

Kristina Finstad worked on this project for the Commission, and she
was a lead author on the book “Digging In, A Guide to CommunityBased Habitat Restoration.” We remember her love of nature, and
equal love of getting people immersed in it. Later, she took this
passion even farther and created her own company, Worldwide Diving
Adventures.
We were crushed to learn that Kristina was on the dive boat
Conception when it went up in flames in the Channel Islands this
year. Kristina did not survive the fire. With her passing, we all lost
a wonderful woman whose love of coastal California’s wildlife, and
desire to share it with everyone she met, left a warm impression on us
to this day.
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BCLT’s Position on Poseidon

© Jane Lazarz

© Roy Holden

© Jane Lazarz

are forever linked. As such, we at
BCLT are very concerned about
threats to our coastal environment, including the impacts
projected to be caused directly
from a fully functioning Poseidon
desalinization plant.  

Many of you may be seeing mailers and videos promoting the
Poseidon desalination plant.
Poseidon is working on acquiring
the required permits to build its
desalinization plant adjacent to
the AES power plant on Pacific
Coast Highway here in Huntington Beach.
BCLT is an environmental organization, and although our
primary focus is on Bolsa Chica,
it and our coastal environment
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The ocean is the life blood of
Bolsa Chica, and we will not support any project that threatens
our ocean wildlife. The Poseidon
plant is expected when operational to create a 421.4 acre dead
zone, or “area of production
forgone” as it is described in the
permitting documents.
As for the mitigation that Poseidon is stating that they will give
to Bolsa Chica - yes, Bolsa Chica
is in need of considerable and
continuing funding, the damage
that people inflicted on Bolsa
Chica for over one hundred years

left it in need of significant care. BCLT is working hard with the State
and Federal agencies
involved in the oversight
of our wetlands to help identify
ways to care for Bolsa Chica in a
more fiscally sustainable manner without compromising on
biological diversity, and without
creating dead zones in our fragile
coastal ecosystems.
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust’s
position is the following: The
Bolsa Chica Land Trust is
OPPOSED to the Poseidon
Desalination Plant (also being
called the Huntington Beach
Seawater Desalinization
Plant) due to the significant
environmental damage that the
plant will inflict to our precious
coastal environment. The Bolsa
Chica Land Trust will remain
neutral in the discussion of any
proposed mitigation during the
permitting process.
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We Have More Room in Our Nest

For many, many years the BCLT
office was nestled into a larger
office space held by one of our
members, Mike Wolfe. Mike
generously shared his space with
us, and his wife Linda led our
Miracles of the Marsh program
for years, both contributing
significantly into making BCLT
the successful organization it is
today.
This summer Mike decided that
it was time to close his business
and travel the world with his
love, Linda. BCLT was able to
take on the full lease and now our
office occupies the entirety of the
space. As we opened the back
Bolsa Chica Land Trust • FALL 2019

patio door that day that the place
became all ours, we found the
best gift we could ever imagine.
Nestled quietly into the shrubs
was this little hummingbird
nest. It looks to have been the
birth place of at least one little
hummer. A beautiful omen, we
took the hint that Mother Nature
gave – that she approves of the
work we do here in our nest on
Warner Avenue, as we protect the
nesting habitats at Bolsa Chica
for the generations to come.
With your support, BCLT
will continue to thrive here
in our little nest. We keep it
full with our staff, volunteers,

committee meetings, seed
sorting, photographs and student
drawings, historical documents,
and everything needed to keep
our mission going. Our talented
and generous Miracles Docent
Coordinator, Ron Krasnitz,
created the new sign for our front
door.
We give a huge and warm thank
you to Mike Wolfe for allowing
us to share his space, for all of
his and Linda’s support over the
years, and most importantly for
all of the laughs that filled this
office. We are deeply grateful,
and can’t wait to hear all those
travel stories.
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We Can’t Spell BCLT Without YOU
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust has two halves. One is the place, the Bolsa Chica itself, and the other is YOU, our members. Without these two halves we are not whole. As our wildlife tells us what Bolsa Chica needs, we would like to take this opportunity to
learn from YOU what YOU need.
As we continue to grow and deepen our mission, the Land Trust needs to know what members appreciate about our
organization -- what you are thinking, what you like, what you don’t like, and what you would like to see in the future. Please
take a moment to complete this survey and mail it back (you can use the envelope enclosed in the newsletter) or you can take it
online at bclandtrust.org. This will help guide us as we continue with all that we do for Bolsa Chica. Thank you!

Member Thoughts and Suggestions
We would love to hear your thoughts and feedback on how we can improve your experience! This should only take 5
minutes or less. Please select your top 2 or 3 choices for each question. Thank you for answering our quick survey!
1. What do you feel is the greatest importance of the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve? (Select top 2 or 3)
		l

Important refuge and sanctuary for wildlife

		l

A local public open space to bird watch, photograph, outdoor recreation, and enjoy nature close to home

		l

Preserving cultural and historic landscape

		l

Protected important endangered habitat

		l

Other:

2. What do you most want the Bolsa Chica Land Trust to do to protect/restore it? (Select top 2 or 3)
		l

Continue to plant and work on habitat restoration, including trash removal and trail maintenance

		l

Continue to advocate for eco-conscious legislation and other local open spaces

		l

Continue to secure more government, public, and private support

		l Continue to offer educational tours and programs, link Bolsa Chica to the wider world and climate
		 change
		l

Other:

3. How can we more effectively outreach to the community? (Select top 2 or 3)
		l
		

Increase/improve media involvement and online activities (including social media, website content,
emails/e-newsletters, etc.)

		l

Host more tours and adult education programs

		l
		

Hold more outside community events like town halls in addition to other annual events, and attend/
booth more community events

		l

Have more physical literature like newsletters, brochures, or fliers

		l

Work with more college/university or other school faculty and students

		l

Other:

4. What elements of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust most inspire you to support us? (Select top 2 or 3)
l
l

		
l
l
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l

Our activism to fight back development and save our open space
Our restoration and education programs with volunteerism and stewardship opportunities
Inspirational Land Trust people making up this dedicated local community-based organization
Our inclusion of cultural/archeological aspects of Bolsa Chica
Other:
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5. What can we do that would most entice you to share the Bolsa Chica Land Trust with friends, family, neighbors, community? (Select top 2 or 3)
l
l
l
l
l

Have more outreach community events like an eco/climate awareness event

Have more tours, volunteering, and educational opportunities to get involved
Have more gifts/merchandise and newsletters/printed materials to share
Be more active online (social media, website updates, emails/e-newsletters etc.)
Other:

6. Which of your personal values are most reinforced by your involvement with the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust? (Select top 2 or 3)

		
l My love of the outdoors, and desire to help protect and preserve our fragile environment from
		
Climate Change and other factors
		
l Preserving historic and cultural archelogical sites

		
l Protecting open space and the environment for future generations and my local community
		
l Giving back/volunteering
		
l Other:

7. Have you visited the Bolsa Chica Land Trust online in the past 6 months? Check all that apply.

		
l Website (www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org/www.BCLandTrust.org)
		
l Facebook (@BolsaChicaLandTrust)
		
l Instagram (@BolsaChica_LT)
		
l Twitter (@BolsaChica_LT)
		
l Blog (on website)
		
l none

		
l Other:
8. Would you like to share anything else with us, ask us a question, or other suggestions/comments?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Optional Demographic information
Name
City and state of residency
Email
Your generation. Mark only one
prior 1940
1940-1960
Your gender identity
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Would you be interested in joining
our email list if you are not already
on it?
1961-1981

1982-2002

Yes

No

2003-present

Your ethnicity
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“I think having land and not ruining it
is the most beautiful art that anybody
could ever want to own.”
			
Andy Warhol
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BCLT Board Meetings
The BCLT Board meets quarterly
Call 714-846-1001 for date, time and location
BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
Meet at Wetlands PCH Parking Lot
Bolsa Chica Stewards
1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month
9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner
Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.

Bolsa Chica Land Trust Directory
Executive Director........Kim Kolpin
Docent Coordinator .....Ron Krasnitz
School Coordinator .....Beverley Hansen
BC Stewards................Erin Chin
Jr. Stewards.................Daniel Hasheminejad
BCLT Office Phone:.......(714) 846-1001
BCLT Email:.................info@BCLandTrust.org
Office Hours:...............9:30AM to 3:30PM, Mon-Fri

www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org

Membership Renewal/Application

N

I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and
help preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem.

N This is a renewal membership.

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label
$15

$20

$50

$100

Name
Address
City				

State

Zip

Telephone
E-Mail
Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:
Bolsa Chica Land Trust
5200 Warner Avenue, #108, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

