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Let Your
Curiosity
Take Flight at
Bolsa Chica
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By Babs Levitan

Board Member and Docent

A visit to Bolsa Chica takes a few things. It takes
a little time, a little effort and, if you want it to be
amazing, it takes a little curiosity. As a Bolsa Chica
Land Trust docent, I know that one of the most
important things our 3rd graders bring with them
when they visit is their curiosity. That is the spark
that makes them ask questions about everything
they encounter. That is the motivation to engage
them into our curriculum and our discussions
about the natural wonders of this place, the food
web that sustains it, and the amazing cast of critters
who live here.

This spring I urge all visitors, young and young at
heart, to make sure that you bring your curiosity!
If you do, you will open yourself to the immense
beauty of Bolsa Chica, particularly in spring. From
the tiny wildflowers hidden in the grasses on the
Mesa to the flocks of birds finding their way here,
there is so much to see, and we are fortunate to have
it “right in our backyard.”

Continued page 4...
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15 NEW REASONS TO WALK THE TRAILS
After several years in the making, this spring
you will see more than wildflowers popping up
on the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve: 15 new
educational signs will soon be planted in strategic
locations along the trails. These panels will inform
the visiting public to the diversity of wildlife, the
human history, and importance of Bolsa Chica’s
role in our coastal environment.
You may have seen the handful of panels placed
several years ago in and around the two Reserve
parking lots. This final phase of the project will
place the new signage throughout the Reserve,
and on the Mesa they will replace aging signage
BCLT placed there decades ago.
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust joined the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Amigos
de Bolsa Chica and Bolsa Chica Conservancy in
developing these new educational panels. Financial support for the panels was given by California Resources
Corporation, and the panels were designed and fabricated by Acorn Naturalists.
One of the 15 new educational signs going up in
Bolsa Chica this year.

EARTH DAY 2020: 50TH ANNIVERSARY
On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans — 10%
of the U.S. population at the time — took to the
streets, college campuses and hundreds of cities
to protest environmental ignorance and demand
a new way forward for our planet.
The first Earth Day is credited with launching the
modern environmental movement, and is now
recognized as the planet’s largest civic event.*
Due to the current situation, as this goes to print
we are not sure if we will be hosting our April
18th volunteer day to celebrate Earth Day. Please
check our webpage for updates. However not all
The first Earth Day topped the front page of the New York
of our efforts are put on hold, we are still working
Times and newspapers and broadcasts around the world.
hard behind the scenes on all of our projects for
Bolsa Chica. To celebrate this 50th Anniversary of Earth Day we ask that you consider making a donation which
we will put to good use to protect and restore all of Bolsa Chica.

Bolsa Chica Needs You – on this Earth Day, and every day!
*Content from Earthday.org
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Sunrise over the Bolsa Chica on New Year’s Day 2020.

THE LAND TRUST GREETS 2020!
As the sun rose on a new decade, members of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust
celebrated at the Mesa point.
We celebrated the past 27 years of hard work to save this precious place.
We celebrated all of the important things we want to achieve for
Bolsa Chica this year, and those that follow.
And we celebrated the dedication and wonderful efforts of four stewards
who have gone above and beyond for our restoration efforts.

Our volunteers are the core of our restoration project, and these ladies
are stars. We thank them for their commitment and energy, and we are
lucky to have them volunteer with us!

© JEFF ROKOS

This year, the Kennedy-Kolpin Bolsa Chica Conservation Award was
given to Caroline Drozd, Nabiha Hasan, Pema Donnelly and Marli
McGraw. Each of these wonderful women have contributed to making
our Growing Space thrive and our workdays super-productive, and they
give their friendship and assistance time and again.
From left, Kennedy-Kolpin Bolsa Chica
Conservation Award winners Pema
Donnelly, Caroline Drozd and Marli
McGraw, with Land Trust Executive
Director Kim Kolpin.
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SPRING MIGRATION
This saltwater wetlands attracts numerous species of birds because it has the three things that are essential for
life - water, food and shelter. Many species of birds make Bolsa Chica their year-round home, but others use this
habitat only as their wintering grounds or for breeding and nesting. A third group of birds stop off for water, food
and shelter as they migrate north or south on the Pacific Flyway, just like we humans might take a rest stop when
we drive Pacific Coast Highway. Of the 321 different bird species that have been reported at least once at Bolsa
Chica almost 200 of them can be seen reliably sometime during each year. We know this because many volunteers
participate in monthly and seasonal bird counts.
Here are three migratory species you might see at Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve this spring when they arrive by
following the Pacific Flyway to Orange County.

© ROBIN HOYLAND

Western Kingbird

8.75” - Medium to Long Distance Migrant
In March, Western Kingbirds in southern Mexico and Central America
fly north to the western United States, including Orange County, to
breed and nest. Bolsa Chica can be a stopping place on their way
inland during spring migration. These large flycatchers refuel by flying
out from tree branches or utility poles to capture flying insects. The
trip back south starts in mid-September.

The Western Kingbird stops at
Bolsa Chica on its way to
nesting sites in the western U.S.

Lazuli Bunting

5.5” - Short Distance Migrant

© STEVE SMITH

Beginning in early April the Lazuli Buntings will arrive in small flocks
from western Mexico or southeastern Arizona. Once the males arrive at
their inland breeding and nesting grounds they start singing from the
tops of shrubs, defending territory and waiting for a female to arrive. He
then has to follow her around and sing near her until they form a pair
bond that will last till the end of breeding season. By mid-October the fall
migration starts as individuals re-form into small flocks and head south.
The Lazuli Bunting arrives in
early April in small flocks.
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Blue Grosbeak

Many species of ducks have been wintering locally, and they are getting
ready to migrate as far north as the Arctic to their breeding and nesting
areas and that makes room for the arriving spring/summer residents. The
only duck that reliably nests at Bolsa Chica is the Mallard, but because
of our climate in Southern California, there can be others. A variety of
sandpipers also make this marshy area their home for many months of
the year, but they nest elsewhere and will be migrating soon for as few as
a couple of months away.
As the birds of winter move north, five tern species will fly in from as
far away as Central America to nest at Bolsa Chica for the spring and
summer. Caspian, Royal, Elegant, Forster’s and Least Terns arrive to take
over the nesting islands in the lowlands. From the Reserve’s wooden walk
bridge off the parking lot on PCH you can see and hear the thousands
of Elegant Terns as they return this spring with their loud kee-rick calls
and their beautiful paired-up courtship flying. When courting, the male
terns plunge dive to catch fish to give to the female, and the Elegant
Terns can even do the fish transfer in mid-air. It is a surprising aerial
sight to see as they fly upside down and sideways, twisting and turning
to pass the gift fish bill to bill. Each of the five species of terns at the
Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve have their unique ways of living in the
wetlands’ food web.

The Blue Grosbeak nest in the
Santa Ana River bed.

© MIKE HODGSON

Locally in May, this fairly common bird can be seen as it migrates north
from its wintering grounds in Mexico, Central America and Panama to
nest along the Santa Ana River bed. Blue Grosbeaks eat a varied diet of
insects like grasshoppers and crickets, invertebrates like snails, and seeds
and cultivated grains.

© JOHN HANNAN

6.75” - Long Distance Migrant

The Mallard is the only duck that reliably
nests at Bolsa Chica each year.

All of this is here for you to experience this spring, and all you need
to bring is your curiosity, binoculars if you have them, and a hat for
sun protection.
Arctic/subarctic
North-temperate
Neotropical
South-temperate

Once the pandemic is over please join us
for our third Sunday tour at 10:00 a.m. from
the PCH parking lot. Please check
our website for when the tours will resume.

LILING LEE/NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

The Pacific Flyway extends along the
entire Pacific Coast of North and South
America, plus the Galapagos Islands.
The colors represent different climate
zones along the flyway. Map courtesy
of Audubon Society.
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OUR GROWING SPACE IS … GROWING
As you read this newsletter, the finishing touches will be going onto six new
planting tables and a new canopy, which will double the size of our Mesa
Growing Space. In 2019 Beverley and her team propagated nearly 1,000
native plants for our Stewards Restoration project. We are starting off 2020
by doubling our capacity so that the majority of the plants we will be using
for the project will be grown right on-site in our space.
By growing the plants on the Mesa, we save money and have much more
control over our planting schedule. We get to experiment with different
growing methods and appropriate species. Most importantly, our volunteers
get to learn about the germination of native species, and get the opportunity
to be involved in every step of the restoration process.

Volunteers with the GS Team erect the
frame for the Growing Space expansion.

This new section of the Growing Space is composed of 1,300 pounds of metal
with a newly designed simple water capture system so that not a drop goes
to waste. The space will now contain 12 growing tables, a 1,250-gallon water
tank, storage bins, planting tables and a demonstration area for volunteer
training. All this and you may not notice it unless you walk right by, as
a low profile is intentional so as to not distract from the Mesa’s beautiful
landscape.
Want to help? Contact Beverley Hansen at Beverley@BCLandTrust.org for
the GS team schedule.
We want to thank state Department of Fish and Wildlife Reserve Manager
Kelly O’Reilly for permitting us to grow our GS, and the GS team for all of
their hard work and amazing dedication.

The completed structure

Native plants used in the
Stewards’ Restoration project get
their starts in the Growing Space
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RE-FRAME YOUR RIDE
Check out our new license plate frames!! Proudly show your support for
Bolsa Chica and our natural open spaces as you drive around town, or to
your next outdoor adventure. They are made out of 95% recycled plastic
– and one will be yours with a $15 donation.
We also have tee shirts and an awesome coloring book. All donations
help fund BCLT’s projects, programs and mission. Together we do great
things for Bolsa Chica. Show your support with BCLT merch today! All
items can be ordered on our website www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org.
Find them under Gifts on our Donation page.

Our new license frame can be
yours for a $15 donation.

SPRINGING AHEAD
This spring, like many before, people are flocking to the Bolsa Chica
Mesa to see the expanse of beautiful yellow blooms of California
Sunflower, and the bumblebees and hummingbirds as they feed
from the yellow blossoms of the Bladderpods.

© LAM-SON VINH

Almost all of these plants, 98% of all the native Coastal Sage scrub on
the Mesa, was either planted by, or germinated from plants planted
by, the Bolsa Chica Land Trust’s Stewards team and volunteers.
When we started our restoration project, 23 years ago, there was just
one small area, less than an acre of remnant Coastal Sage scrub plant
community. It still exists today, it is the area below the palm trees
with the large cactus patch. From that untouched Coastal Sage we
took our cues, and worked hard to re-establish Coastal Sage on the Bolsa Chica Mesa.
Today, our success draws thousands of visitors and songbirds every year. This healthy native habitat is there
directly due to the support of the BCLT members who helped pay for the 40,000 plants, and the 25,000 volunteers
who pitched in.

To all of you - Thank You!!! Let’s keep this going – please make a donation today to help purchase
more plants and tools for the next planting season, and volunteer with us when we are able to
get our teams back on-site.

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY – FIND IT ON OUR WEBSITE!
We really do want to know what you think! Our members are the rock on which this
organization is built, and your thoughts are important to us. A members’ survey can be
found on our website – bclandtrust.org -- and only takes a few minutes to fill out.
Do you want more newsletters and tours? Do you want us to host more events?
We won’t know unless you tell us! Please complete the survey
(found in our last newsletter as well) and let us know. Thank you!
BOLSA CHICA LAND TRUST • SPRING 2020
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Kind hearts are the gardens; kind thoughts
are the roots; kind words are the flowers;
kind deeds are the fruits.”
			
- English Proverb
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BCLT Board Meetings
The BCLT Board meets quarterly
Call 714-846-1001 for date, time and location
Once public gatherings are permitted again.

BCLT Wetlands Table & Wetlands-Mesa Tour
3rd Sunday of each month. 9AM-3PM
Free Guided Tour 10AM-12noon
Meet at Wetlands PCH Parking Lot
Once public gatherings are permitted again.

Membership Renewal/Application




I want to join the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and
help preserve the whole Bolsa Chica Ecosystem.
This is a renewal membership.

Annual dues are tax deductible
Members: Renewal date shown on your mailing label

Bolsa Chica Stewards
1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month
9AM-12noon. Meet in parking lot at PCH & Warner
Habitat restoration, trail maintenance, etc.
Once public gatherings are permitted again.

$15

$20

$50

$100

Name

Bolsa Chica Land Trust Directory
Executive Director........Kim Kolpin

Address

Docent Coordinator .....Ron Krasnitz

City

School Coordinator .....Beverley Hansen

Telephone

BC Stewards................Erin Chin
Jr. Stewards.................Daniel Hasheminejad
BCLT Office Phone:.......(714) 846-1001
BCLT Email:.................info@BCLandTrust.org
Office Hours:...............9:30AM to 3:30PM, Mon-Fri

www.BolsaChicaLandTrust.org

State

Zip

E-Mail
Mail Your Completed Membership Application to:
Bolsa Chica Land Trust
5200 Warner Avenue, #108, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

