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Rep. Rouda

Visits the Mesa
PHOTOS BY NATALIE ROKOS & DAN KALMICK

On the last Sunday in September, Rep. Harley Rouda
(D CA-48) made his first official visit to Bolsa Chica. Rep. Rouda,
with his District Director, Laura Oatman, toured the burn area
and visited our newly expanded Growing Space native plant
nursery. BCLT Executive Director Kim Kolpin and Administrative
Assistant/GS Coordinator Beverley Hansen, along with Treasurer
Dan Kalmick, Vice President Roberta Armstrong, Board member
Jeff Rokos and Stewards Natalie Rokos and Mike Armstrong, were
all along for the tour.
Rep. Rouda was interested in learning the details of the recent
fire and of the planned restoration BCLT will undertake with the
Center for Environmental Biology at the University of California,
Irvine. We also discussed the current state of the Reserve, and the
projects BCLT is working on in cooperation with the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the other state and federal
agencies that make up the Bolsa Chica Steering Committee. The
Congressman was also interested in the impacts sea-level rise
and climate change are having on the habitats at Bolsa Chica. We
continued our on-going discussion with him of how important a
healthy and thriving Bolsa Chica is, not only to our wildlife but
also to our way of life, as the natural area will help protect our
community from the projected impacts of a rising ocean.
We discussed the geomorphology of the landscape, the plants and
animals impacted by the fire, as well as the archeological history of
the area. Rep. Rouda expressed his interest in the Native American
history of the land and in the unique artifacts and cultural
significance of Bolsa Chica. Beverley gave the Congressman a tour
of our Growing Space and showed him the hundreds of new native

plants she and the Stewards team have germinated for planting in
the fall season.
Rep. Rouda, who is up for reelection this November, spoke with
BCLT Treasurer Dan Kalmick, who is also on the ballot this
November, running for Huntington Beach City Council, and
discussed what can be done at the federal level to secure dollars
targeted at climate change mitigation. Rep. Rouda is on the House
Committee of Oversight and Reform, chairing its Subcommittee
on Environment, and also sits on the House Committee on
Transportation and its Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment. In his first term, he has co-sponsored 32 pieces of
environmental legislation and authored H.R. 1317, the Coastal
Communities Adaptation Act, which if passed will provide grant
funding for coastal communities that need to adapt to sea-level rise
and a changing climate.
We at BCLT are thankful for Rep. Rouda’s actions and attention
to environmental issues that affect Bolsa Chica and our local
environment. We are grateful to him and Ms. Oatman for
graciously taking their Sunday morning to come out and visit the
Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve and to meet with some of BCLT’s
team and see all of their hard work.

RESTORING THE
TERN NESTING
ISLANDS

©ROY HOLDEN

Each year in early spring thousands of endangered California
Least Terns come to Bolsa Chica. Here they spend their
summers incubating eggs and feeding hungry chicks. A
major reason the Ecological Reserve was established was to
protect these birds and to provide habitat for their survival.
The islands were some of the first habitats to be restored after
the Ecological Reserve was created, but since then they have
become degraded and are under immediate threat of flooding
caused by extreme tides and sea-level rise.
Now the Bolsa Chica Land Trust, in partnership with the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, is taking the first
steps towards restoring the Tern Nesting Islands in the Inner
Bolsa Bay.
The two Tern Nesting Islands are critical habitat and serve 13
avian species, including the listed California Least Tern and

Western Snowy Plover. The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is proud
to be able to start the process of restoring these habitats, to
improve their resiliency in the event of flooding and ensure
that they remain in service to the wildlife species that need
them. This project is step one: the engineering, planning
and permitting phase to ensure that the islands will get
rehabilitated in the best way possible.
Funding for the project is through a $135,000 Prop. 68 Pacific
Flyway conservation grant awarded to the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust by the Wildlife Conservation Board. In spring of 2018
BCLT asked our membership to support Prop. 68, the $4
billion Parks, Environment, and Water Bond Act of 2018. The
proposition passed with 57.6 percent in favor, and now BCLT
is doing its part to make use of this important funding for
important projects like this one to help sustain Bolsa Chica.

©KELLY O’REILLY

King tides flooding South Tern Island on October 29, 2015.
Areas where terns nest during the spring and summer
months are underwater in this photograph.
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THANK YOU, KELLY!

This September we wished Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve Manager Kelly
O’Reilly a fond farewell as she retired from her position with the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife. Kelly did an outstanding job as the reserve
manager for Bolsa Chica for 13 years. She began her career as a marine fisheries
biologist, but her job at Bolsa Chica encompassed caring for all of the hundreds
of species that call Bolsa Chica home. Kelly oversaw many important projects
and was responsible for the management of the restored wetlands and tidal inlet
– not an easy job. She also monitored all of the critical nesting sites for our
migratory shorebirds and implemented efforts to assist in the survival of these
species. Kelly was an amazing advocate for all creatures great and small at Bolsa
Chica and a wonderful friend to the Land Trust. Our teams thoroughly enjoyed
working with Kelly, and we will miss her leadership. We congratulate Kelly on
a job very well done, and wish her much happiness as she moves on to new and
great things.

WELCOME
TO THE BOARD

This autumn BCLT welcomes Ron Krasnitz to our Board of Directors. Ron is
a much-loved member of the Land Trust and has been the docent coordinator
for our Miracles program for many years. He was responsible for making sure
that each one of our student tours had all of the docents that were needed, and
he coordinated the docent training sessions each fall. As our on-site tours
are on hold for the foreseeable future due to COVID-19, Ron is seeking new
ways to translate his dedication to Bolsa Chica into action. We are very happy
to announce he has joined our Board to help us with BCLT’s numerous other
projects and programs that further our mission of caring for all of Bolsa Chica.

MESA OVERLOOK
MAKEOVER

One of the most popular areas on the Mesa is the overlook by the trees, where
visitors can clearly see the expanse of wetlands at Bolsa Chica. This spot is also
important to our Miracles program, as the area where the breakout educational
sessions occur during the tour. BCLT has cared for this overlook for the past 24
years, replacing signage, benches, and the nautical rope that circled the space.
But, time takes its toll, and the overlook needed a makeover. Huge thanks to
Kelly O’Reilly, Gary Keller, and other staff with the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife who orchestrated the makeover, with Gary and crew putting in
grueling hours during several hot summer days to remove all of the old bollards,
faded signs, and termite ridden benches. Now, the public has a refreshed viewing
point with new educational signs, fresh fencing, and new benches that are made
of recycled plastic and look like wood but will last much longer. The benches were
funded and dedicated by donors through BCLT and installed by our Stewards
team. We hope you enjoy the new overlook during your visit to Bolsa Chica!
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RADIO-CONTROLLED
AIRCRAFT PROHIBITED

RULE ENFORCEMENT:
NEW SIGNS AND VIGILANCE

As we all have not wandered too far from home for most of the year, the trails
at Bolsa Chica can quickly become overcrowded as people yearn to get outside
and get some fresh air, exercise, and take a small break from the daily routine.

Within Ecological Reserve, Title 14, Sec 550 (c)(2)(D)
Report violations to CalTIP: (888) 334-2258

So, enforcement of Reserve rules has become even more of a challenge. To
help protect our sensitive habitats and wildlife, BCLT recently purchased six
additional “no drones” signs for the Reserve, in response to increasing reports
of people using drones to harass the nesting birds. These signs are in addition to
the no-dog/no-bike signs BCLT purchased, which are posted at every entrance
to the Reserve.
This year we have experienced a sharp increase in the number of people who
are bringing dogs and bikes onto the Reserve. We also have seen an increase
in people who are going off-trail and damaging sensitive habitats. Warden
presence is increasing; however, Reserve rule enforcement continues to be a
pressing issue.

The Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve is open to everyone to enjoy the beautiful
wildlife and landscape, respectfully and responsibly.
How you can help: If you witness anyone with a dog (on- or off-leash), riding a bike, going off-trail, or harassing wildlife or
visitors in any manner within the Reserve please immediately call CalTIP at (888) 334-2258. You also can add the CalTIP
app to your phone to file a report. Even if a state Department of Fish and Wildlife warden cannot immediately respond, it is
important to report these violations. Thank you for your help to keep Bolsa Chica a safe place for our wildlife.

I SPY CURIOUS
LITTLE EYES
VISITING
BOLSA CHICA
As Beverley and the Stewards team continue to tend the
hundreds of new native plants in our Growing Space they
encounter many people walking the trails; noticeably
this year, many more families with small children are
out exploring the Reserve during the weekdays. The kids
often have dozens of questions about the bugs, lizards,
birds, and plants. To support the curiosity shown by so
many little ones, Beverley created a simple I SPY game
for Bolsa Chica. She prints out a supply of these sheets
and places them in a box on the gate outside the GS
when she is there. The I SPY sheet is also available on
our website for printout, and on our site you will find
instructions on how to play the game on your phone.
Educational and fun, if you have a little one print out an
I SPY game and go explore the natural wonders of Bolsa
Chica!
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LOOKING
FORWARD:

2021

“WINGS OVER BOLSA”

CALENDARS
ARE HERE!

Wings
Over
Bolsa

Bolsa Chica Land Trust
2021 Calendar
© Carol Calkins

Calendar cover photo by Carol Calkins

2020 sure has been a challenge! There are
days when the beautiful wildlife photos on our
calendar are a welcome sight for sore eyes and
tired minds. Bringing the beauty of Bolsa Chica
into your home and workplace can help reduce a
little bit of stress, and the funds raised from these
calendars aids our efforts to support healthy
habitats. Filled with information about the birds
and wildlife, the calendar can help you hone your
birding knowledge, too.
For a $15 donation, you will receive a calendar,
for a $60 donation you will receive five calendars.
We also have our coloring books and license plate
frames available. Shipping costs are included. On
the enclosed remittance envelope please indicate
which gift you would like to receive, or enclose
this little form. You can visit our website at
www.bolsachicalandtrust.org to order with a
credit card.

Enclosed find my donation for $

.

Please send me the following gift(s):
QUANTITY

GIFT				DONATION AMOUNT

2021 Wings Over Bolsa
Calendar
$15 each
			
5 Pack 2021 Wings Over Bolsa
Calendars
$60 each
Bolsa Chica Coloring Book
License Plate Frames

$20 each
$15 each

Send my gift(s) to:

We hope 2021 brings everyone health and happiness!

Thank you for your support.
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Thank You, Donors!
This summer our Board and a few amazing donors created a $25,000 match for our
fund to restore the Mesa. We are so happy to announce that the match was met!
Our membership stepped up, and we raised a total of $61,000.
Our Stewards team has been working with the Center for Environmental Biology at
the University of California, Irvine, to develop a plan for the restoration. Beverley
and team now have more than 1,000 native plants waiting in the Growing Space,
and as soon as the weather cools a bit the small team of Stewards and students from
UCI will get started planting.

Thank you for your support – it makes a big difference!

6

BOLSA CHICA LAND TRUST • FALL 2020

WILDLIFE
WEDNESDAYS
WITH BEVERLEY

©Steve Eric Smith

Each Wednesday on our social media (Instagram/Facebook) Beverley
Hansen posts interesting information about the wildlife of Bolsa Chica
like this popular post:
Have you ever seen a Red-tailed Hawk without a red tail? If so, that's because their tails don't turn red until they are
around year old, so this is a juvenile with a barred tail. Several juvenile Red-tailed Hawks have been seen hunting on the
mesa lately. In the mornings you can often spot one perched on the fence along to the trail or highlighting important
signs.
Red-tailed Hawks are one of the most common birds of prey in the United States. They prefer habitats with easy hunting
including open fields, forest edges, and roadside. They can even be found in suburban neighborhoods where they hunt
squirrels and other small prey. Bolsa Chica makes an ideal hunting ground amidst the tight neighborhoods of the
Southern California coast.
Listen carefully and you might hear their screams as they hunt. Fun Fact: when you hear any raptor scream in a movie
or show it is almost always a Red-tailed Hawk.
And at the end of each week, Beverley posts her Notes from the Mesa with that week’s critter encounters as she and the
Stewards team care for a thousand native plants at the BCLT Growing Space on the Mesa.

Follow BCLT and Beverley on
Facebook: @bolsachicalandtrust

|

Instagram: bolsachica_lt
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“Somewhere inside of all of us is the power
to change the world.”
- Roald Dahl

PLEASE THINK OF ME
AND THE ENVIRONMENT

WHEN YOU VOTE!

©SCOTT THOMPSON

For information on how to vote go to www.sos.ca.gov/elections

