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TERN ISLANDS
RESTORATION
GETS UNDERWAY
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is proud to be starting 2021 with
a very important project. Last autumn BCLT was awarded a
$135,000 grant (from Prop. 68 funds) to pay for the survey
and permitting work necessary to restore the two Tern
Islands in Inner Bolsa Bay. The Tern Islands were established
more than 40 years ago and are badly degraded, yet provide
critical nesting habitat for 13 bird species (including the listed
California least tern, Western snowy plover, and Belding’s
Savannah sparrow).
Anchor
Project
Manager
David Cannon
getting
to work on the
Tern Islands

On Friday, Jan. 15, members of the state Department of
Fish and Wildlife, Anchor QEA, and BCLT paddled out to
inspect the islands. The accompanying photos of the islands
were taken that day. The next steps are that Anchor will be
reviewing the original maps, collecting data on bird usage
and tidal flows, and surveying the sites to gauge current
conditions.
On the islands we came across small craters that resemble
honeycomb in the sand. They are Elegant tern nests from last
year. They were on the larger of the islands and are spaced
“one beak apart” according to Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Peter Knapp. Paddling across the water we saw many small
moon jellies, and some ducks gave us curious glances.
BCLT is very happy to be able to support this project and
help restore the habitats of these important nesting islands
for years to come. Your membership in the BCLT makes
these projects happen!
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***Please note, NO boats or other access to the water is permitted at the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve
without the express permission of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.***

WELCOME NEW ECOLOGICAL
RESERVE MANAGER,

MELISSA LOEBL
In October 2020 Bolsa Chica welcomed a new Reserve
Manager: Melissa Loebl. We at BCLT work very closely with
the state Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Reserve Manager
for all of our on-site projects and programs. We also assist the
department and the manager in whatever ways possible to help
support a healthy ecosystem and pleasant visitor experience.
The energy and commitment Melissa is bringing to her new role
are fantastic, and we look forward to working with her for years
to come.
Here is Reserve Manager Melissa Loebl’s introductory
message to the Bolsa Chica Land Trust:
“Hello from Melissa Loebl, the new Reserve Manager at Bolsa
Chica Ecological Reserve. It is truly an honor and privilege to
work for CDFW and manage one of our last remaining coastal
wetlands in Southern California. I look forward to working with
the Bolsa Chica Land Trust and supporting your mission for
restoration, education, and acquisition for preservation.
“This position offers new and exciting challenges and
opportunities to me, all of which I am looking forward to.
Prior to working for CDFW, I worked for the City of Torrance
managing Madrona Marsh Preserve and Nature Center. Over
the past 17 years, I have worked at the Aquarium of the Pacific,

Los Angeles Zoo, and California Science Center. During this
time I volunteered or interned with U.S. Fish and Wildlife at
the Seal Beach Naval Weapons Station, California State ParksNatural Resource Management, and The Owl Institute in
Missoula, Montana. I am currently pursuing my Masters in
Fisheries and Wildlife Administration through the Oregon
State University (OSU) ecampus program. Born and raised
in Albany, OR, I grew up a big beaver fan and spent much of
my time on my grandparent's 36-acre farm. This is where my
curiosity of plants and animals flourished. That 36-acre farm is
now surrounded by a housing complex.
“For the future, I hope to support the NGOs and other agencies
to protect and preserve future open spaces for human health,
environmental, and social/economic benefits for future
generations.
“I look forward to working with this incredible group of people
and serving as the Reserve Manager to fulfilling CDFW mission
to manage California's diverse fish, wildlife, and plant resources,
and the habitats upon which they depend, for their ecological
values and for their use and enjoyment by the public.
“Thank you for supporting Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve and
the Bolsa Chica Land Trust.”

WELCOME
RESEARCH DIRECTOR

DIXIE FISHER
To create and lead top-notch research projects, the Bolsa Chica
Land Trust is very pleased to announce that we have recently
brought Dixie Fisher, Ph.D., on board as our new Research
Coordinator.
Dixie retired as an Associate Professor of Clinical Medical
Education from the Keck School of Medicine of USC and has
an extensive resume after a prestigious career in research and
education. Dixie will be working with undergraduate and
graduate students, colleges and universities, and the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife Reserve Manager to ensure
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that new research projects are well-rounded, valuable to both
students and the Reserve management, and meets or exceeds
school requirements.
We are excited to have Dixie involved so that BCLT can invite
schools and students to do quality research here at Bolsa Chica.
The data collected from these future research projects will
inform restoration goals and Reserve management for years to
come, in addition to giving students important experience.
Thank you, Dixie!
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PROTECTING
BABY BIRDS AT BOLSA
Ever wonder why there are roofing tiles on our nest sites? They make
perfect shelters for new California least tern and Western snowy plover
chicks. The tiles help to protect newly hatched chicks, like this one pictured,
from predators.
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On the Feb. 1, our amazing volunteer John Phibbs delivered 100 new tiles
to Bolsa Chica’s Department of Fish and Wildlife staff for the nesting sites.
They will replace old and broken tiles in time for the 2021 nesting season.
BCLT is very happy to be able to provide the tiles, thus putting your
donor dollars to work protecting future generations of these endangered
and threatened listed species, and keeping to our mission to conserve our
precious wildlife habitats. Your support makes this possible.
Thanks to John, Peter, Gary, and Vincent for doing the heavy lift on
this project.
PHOTO BY JOHN PHIBBS
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BILL KETTLER’S LIFE IN PRINT
Many of our members, particularly those who live in Huntington Beach will recognize
the name Bill Kettler. You could say that Bill has been around for a while. So much so
that he has written an autobiography of his wonderful adventures.
‘Bill Kettler’s 98 Years In Huntington Beach & The World’ is now in print. The book is a
unique collection of moments of Bill’s life, including the 20-plus years he has volunteered
for the Bolsa Chica Land Trust as a member and Miracles program docent. Bill has
helped educate thousands of children in our Miracles program, and we are always
grateful for his support and friendship.
Contact him at Williamkettler@earthlink.net to purchase a copy.

REAL THANKS FOR VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERS
We know that many people miss volunteering with us out at Bolsa Chica, just as we miss
hosting our community volunteer events and public tours. But thanks to Erin Chin, we
have been able to have the wonderful help of a few volunteers virtually! We would like
to thank:
Photo by Jane Lazarz

Thank
You

Rosie Queen for her amazing work designing the ecards.
Paul Hanson, Mike McCarthy and Alison Mattias, who were trail trackers for our 360
video. Alison and Mike were also the 360 photographers.
Kyra Mindlin, who volunteered as a researcher/writer
Annie Lopez, our volunteer Spanish translator
Ngoc Truong, our volunteer Vietnamese translator
Julie Decker for organizing many of our photographs.
Thank You!!!
Want to help us out from home? Contact Erin at Erin@Bclandtrust.org

THE NEXT BEST THING TO BEING THERE:
OUR 360⁰ VIRTUAL TOUR IS ONLINE
Visit and explore Bolsa Chica from home!
Go to our website and check out our new 360⁰ Virtual Tour. Using the latest technology,
the virtual tour allows you to use your computer mouse to move the point of view and
explore the Bolsa Chica your own way. It’s our most interactive computer tour yet: you
can wander the Reserve at your leisure, from your living room! Many of the world’s great
museums are using this technology, and we are excited to bring it to you.
Find the 360⁰ tour on our website, www.BCLandTrust.org
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MORE E-CARDS NOW AVAILABLE!

With that success, we are happy to bring you spring 2021 e-cards, now available on our website, www.bclandtrust.org.
Go to our site and send them to friends and family, near and far. The e-cards are free and easy to use. Thanks to the
wonderful photographers who allow us to use their amazing photos, and to Rosie Queen for her graphics work.

300

PEOPLE SENT
OUR WINTER
HOLIDAY
E-CARDS!

UCI PROJECT LOOKS
AT POST-FIRE PLANT
GROWTH

If you walk out on the Mesa trail you may see a staked and flagged
area inside the fence near our Growing Space nursery. That is
where students from the Center for Environmental Biology at UCI
are now getting to work. In the next few weeks, hundreds of native
seedlings from the Growing Space will be transplanted into those
test plots, and several pounds of seeds will be sowed in the area.
Our Stewards core team will be assisting the students in caring for
the test plots. This research will give us an indication of how the
recent Bolsa Chica fire will affect newly planted and seeded native
plants. We are looking forward to working with the UCI students
and to seeing the results of their test.
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JOE SMISKO

REALLY PUT IN THE TIME FOR OUR
ANNUAL VOLUNTEER AWARD
Each Jan. 1, the Bolsa Chica Land Trust celebrates the New Year by greeting
the sunrise and celebrating volunteers in our habitat restoration project
who have gone above and beyond in the prior year. In 2021, our New Year’s
observance was bittersweet. Due to COVID-19, we did not gather in the cold
to raise a toast to the sunrise, although we all were quite happy to leave 2020
in the dust and greet the New Year. Disappointing for certain. However, our
volunteer awardee more than made up for the pandemic’s effect.
Joe Smisko recently retired from the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power and, as a passionate gardener, he found us when we most needed him.
In 2020 Joe singlehandedly planted hundreds of native grasses, wildflowers,
and Coastal sage on the Mesa. When the pandemic shut our volunteer days
down, there were about 2,000 new native plants waiting in our Growing
Space nursery facility. At that time, we were not sure what we were going
to do. Many of the plants were in danger of being too long in their growing
pots, where they would get root-bound and perish before we could get them
into the ground. Joe, and the small core team of Stewards, refused to let that
happen. Going out in groups of three, multiple times each week, they proved
to be an amazing team. In total, thousands of native plants were planted, far
exceeding our expectations. And Joe was absolutely critical to this success.
On Jan. 1, Joe was awarded the Kennedy-Kolpin Bolsa Chica Conservation
Award without our usual fanfare - so we owe him a party. We are deeply
grateful for his significant contributions, and ever thankful for his friendship.
Joe and the team will be back out there planting and tending the thousands of
new plants going on the Mesa in 2021.
PHOTO BY BEVERLEY HANSEN

Thank you, Joe!
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WE WELCOME

LAURA OATMAN
TO OUR BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust welcomed Laura Oatman to our
Board in January. We are thrilled that Laura chose BCLT as the
environmental organization she wants to dedicate her time to.
Laura has been a resident of Orange County since 1976, when
she began her studies at UC Irvine and just never left! She is a
licensed architect, married to Homer Oatman, whom she met at
UCLA Architecture Grad School in the early 80s. She has always
been passionate about the environment and wildlife – as a child,
she donated her allowance to the American Cetacean Society.
She became a vegetarian at age 17; and as an architect, promoted
green sustainable architectural design throughout her career.
Laura worked for 24 years in the corporate architecture world
designing resort hotels around the world, then another eight

years as a small business owner when she and Homer started
Oatman Architects at the depth of the last great recession. She
ran for Congress in 2017-2018, but withdrew from the race to
endorse and support Harley Rouda, who won the general election
and later hired Laura to be his District Director. Laura managed
Rep. Rouda’s environmental portfolio for his Newport Beach
office, and considered the work being done by Bolsa Chica Land
Trust to be one of the highlights of this district. She is excited
to be able to continue this work as a Board member of BCLT,
to help preserve, protect and maintain this natural wonder. She
currently lives in Newport Beach, in the same house where she
and Homer raised their five children, along with three rescue
dogs and three Sulcata tortoises.

KIM KOLPIN

JOINS BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
COUNCIL OF LAND TRUSTS
For many years, the Bolsa Chica Land Trust has been a proud
member of the California Council of Land Trusts (CCLT).
CCLT’s mission is to conserve California’s extraordinary land
and water resources through a strong network of land trusts
with one cohesive voice across urban and rural communities.
Their vision is “a future where all California residents share a
common conservation ethic and benefit from having access
to clean water, healthy food, parks and other natural lands
where they live.”

We are pleased to announce that BCLT’s Executive Director,
Kim Kolpin, has recently joined the Board of Directors of the
California Council of Land Trusts, and is now Chair of the
CCLT Policy Committee. In this position, Kim will advocate
for more than 80 of California’s Land Trusts and the 1 million
acres of open space they protect. At this pivotal time for our
environment, we are very happy that Kim has joined the CCLT
Board to help further strengthen this important coalition.

BOLSA CHICA LAND TRUST • SPRING 2021

7

Bolsa Chica Land Trust
5200 Warner Avenue, #108, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Website: www.bclandtrust.org
Email: info@bclandtrust.org
Phone: (714) 846-1001

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Huntington Beach
Permit #837

Editor: Roger Bloom
Design: Apollo Printing & Graphics
Printed on FSC certified
post-consumer recycled paper.
Please recycle this newsletter or share it with others.

“It is written on the arched sky; it
looks out from every star. It is the
poetry of Nature; it is that which
uplifts the spirit within us.”
- JOHN RUSKIN
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