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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE:

WHEN THE PEOPLE’S VOICE IS HEARD
BY KIM KOLPIN

This summer we asked our membership and supporters to send
postcards to CDFW Director Charlton Bonham to urge him
to increase the Warden presence at the Bolsa Chica Ecological
Reserve. I am pleased to report to you that the effort worked.
After receiving hundreds of postcards, letters, and emails,
Director Bonham has committed a Warden to be at BCER
a minimum of 3 half-days each week. Whereas it is not a
dedicated Warden as we had wanted, it is a significant increase
in the amount of time a Warden will be at Bolsa Chica. BCLT
will continue to monitor the situation, and will continue to
lobby for increased Warden presence, here at Bolsa Chica, and
at all CDFW properties in Southern California, for as long as it
takes to protect these vulnerable natural treasures.
In response to state Sens. Dave Min and Tom Umberg,
Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris, Supervisor Katrina
Foley, and Huntington Beach Mayor Kim Carr, who all sent
letters supporting a Warden at BCER, Director Bonham wrote
the following:
“Our wildlife officers have been working closely with the BCER
manager to target problem areas as they arise. Wildlife officers
have also met with allied agency partners to educate them on
violations occurring in the reserve to assist with enforcement
efforts. We will continue to respond to calls for service and
have wildlife officers patrol the area as much as possible. There
is an ongoing warden presence at BCER that results in over the
course of an average month approximately 15 visits by 3 wildlife
officers. When on site, these officers are typically monitoring
and managing hikers, bicyclist, and dogs in closed areas, illegal
drone usage, fishing activity, and after-hours usage. This current
ongoing presence, however, can be improved. I understand
your request to do more. In the near-term, we will be adding
additional wildlife officer patrols at BCER, which should mean
an increase of 10 extra patrols a month. We believe this should
result in reduced violations.”

On behalf of our Board of Directors and our staff, I want to
thank each of you who sent a postcard, a letter, or email, and
to those who encouraged your friends to do the same. Thank
you to the elected officials, and the 21 organizations who
signed on to the Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks Green
Vision letter urging for increased Warden presence at BCER.
Thank you to our friends at the San Diego Audubon Society,
the Handa Ornithology Lab, Dr. Michael Horn, Professor of
Biology Emeritus at Cal State Fullerton, and former HB Mayor
Connie Boardman who all took the time to write letters of
support, and to Sea & Sage Audubon and the Amigos de Bolsa
Chica for encouraging your supporters to send in postcards.
Together, we took a stand and have made a difference, and
hopefully, the wildlife and visitors of Bolsa Chica will be safer
as a direct result. This is how we all care for, and protect, this
place we all love.
Lastly, I would like to thank CDFW Director Charlton
Bonham for acting on the concerns of our community and
for agreeing to increase the Warden presence at Bolsa Chica.
Director Bonham is responsible for the care of 1,100,000 acres
of habitat over 749 properties in California. He is responsible
for much of the response to wildfires, floods, drought, and oil
spills that impact our protected lands and waters, and the daily
care as well and the future planning to keep these multitude
of habitats thriving. The weight of all this is significant to say
the least, and I am grateful for his time and commitment, and
for his consideration and concern of the situations here at
Bolsa Chica.

Next time you are on the trails and
pass by a Warden, please thank
him/her for their service.

TAKE A TOUR
WITH US!
The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is hosting two free public tours
and info tables every month, on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays (rain
cancels).
Find us in the Reserve parking lot on Pacific Coast Highway
between Seapoint and Warner Ave, across from the entrance
to the State beach from 10 a.m. till noon. The tour with one of
our amazing docents begins at 10 a.m., please wear comfortable
shoes and sunscreen, and bring a water bottle and binoculars if
you have them. All ages are welcome.

UPCOMING TOURS:
November 21
December 12 and 19
January 9 and 16
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Learn about the natural wonders of Bolsa Chica, its long
history, and its important role in our coastal environment.
Contact our office at 714-846-1001 if you have any questions.

Thank
You,
Gary!

Two decades ago Gary Keller and his wife Kelly were core team leaders with the Stewards.
Gary joined the California Department of Fish and Wildlife a few years later as the Bolsa Chica
Ecological Reserve’s Fish and Wildlife Technician. This November, Gary will retire from his
position after serving faithfully for more than 14 years. Words cannot express how deeply
grateful we are to Gary for the years he has dedicated to keeping Bolsa Chica healthy and safe.
Gary has been the man behind the scenes tending to all the pumps, fences, and signs. He has
been the one who has removed graffiti, cleaned up the messes, and installed benches. Gary has
been the muscle behind the heavy lift of caring for Bolsa Chica, day after day. Congratulations
Gary on a job well done, and we wish you much happiness in your well-earned retirement years.
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GREEN SEA TURTLE RESCUED
IN BOLSA CHICA
On August 2 a green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas) was observed
in a muted tidal basin in the lowland wetlands within the
Ecological Reserve. The turtle had traveled through the tide
gate and could not return to the full tidal basin on its own.
Bolsa Chica’s CDFW Reserve Manager, Melissa Loebl and her
team ran to the rescue, which took several days.
“This was the first observation of a green sea turtle ever
recorded in our full tidal basin. That same week two more were
observed. We plan to work with NOAA (National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration) to monitor the population. The
turtle was healthy and we were able to transfer the turtle back
to the full tidal basin.”
The rescue was a collaboration with CDFW, NOAA, and
Aquarium of the Pacific staff. We are grateful to have such
dedicated and caring Reserve staff and agency friends who
lent a hand. We are also very excited to see the biodiversity of
Bolsa Chica expanding to include such beautiful and amazing
creatures.

From the NOAA website www.fisheries.noaa.gov :
The green sea turtle is the largest hard-shelled sea turtle. They
are unique among sea turtles in that they are herbivores, eating
mostly seagrasses and algae. This diet is what gives their fat a
greenish color (not their shells), which is where their name comes
from.
Green turtles are found throughout the world. They nest in over 80
countries and live in the coastal areas of more than 140 countries.
Historically, green turtles were exploited for their fat, meat
and eggs, causing global population declines. Many countries,
including the United States, prohibit the killing of sea turtles
and collection of their eggs. However, in some areas, the killing
of green turtles for their meat or to supply shells to the wildlife
trafficking trade remains a threat to their recovery. Bycatch in
commercial and recreational fishing gear, vessel strikes, loss of
nesting habitat from coastal development, and climate change are
the biggest threats facing green turtles.
NOAA Fisheries and our partners are dedicated to protecting
and recovering green turtle populations worldwide. In the
eastern North Pacific, green turtles have been sighted as far north
as southern Alaska, but most commonly occur from southern
California to northwestern Mexico.
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UPDATE ON THIS SUMMER’S ELEGANT
TERN RESCUE EFFORTS IN LONG BEACH
BY MELISSA LOEBL

Hello, Bolsa Chica Land Trust members and supporters. I am
happy to give you this update on this summer’s Elegant Tern
rescue efforts in Long Beach.
If you weren’t aware, in early July the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife received reports of Elegant Terns washing
ashore in Long Beach. Of these birds, most were dead, but
CDFW received reports of live birds floating near a barge next
to the cruise ship terminal. On July 9 I quickly formed a small
team and arranged travel to assess the situation. After locating
and assessing the barges, the team estimated more than 4,000
Elegant Terns were nesting on two 180-by-54-foot barges. This
estimate later increased to more than 10,000 birds as more terns
decided to nest on the barges.
The barges were covered with large rocks scheduled to be used
for the Seal Beach Naval Weapon Station Jetty reformation.
Unfortunately, the barges were not ideal for the nesting birds
and once chicks fell from the barge, they could not recover.
Within 24 hours of the initial report to CDFW, hundreds of
chicks were rescued.

Heal the Bay-Santa Monica, Oiled Wildlife Care Network (UC
Davis), Los Cerritos Wetlands Stewards (Lenny Arkinstall),
and a few good citizens to help with the efforts. We knew the
crisis would persist until all the chicks had fledged, so we all
searched for a long-term solution. That came in the form of
floating platforms, or “haul-outs,” built by International Bird
Rescue, placed alongside each of the barges.
Throughout July and August, International Bird Rescue
devoted its time to rescuing and rehabilitating more than 650
chicks. This intensive hands-on care included hand feeding,
medicine, and applying supplements. While IBR focused on
bird care, a small team designed and installed haul-outs low in
the water with ramps allowing the young birds to climb out, dry
off, and get warm – dramatically reducing the need for medical
intervention. The rescue team was able to rescue the chicks
from the haul-outs, evaluate them in the field, mark and tag
them, and return them quickly to their parents on the barges.
In total, over 1,000 chicks were color-banded and marked for
identification in the future.

It was obvious the team would need to organize a large wildlife
rescue response plan. Julie Scogland, Director of Operations
for the International Bird Rescue (IBR), and I knew we would
need multiple boats and people comfortable handling birds.
We immediately reached out to the Aquarium of the Pacific,
California Science Center, Marine Spill Response Corporation,
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“Elegant tern nests, called ‘scrapes’ on the barge.”
Nearly 2,500 chicks were saved through this effort. That’s an
entire generation! These birds have now started their migration
and have left the area.

We would like to thank all the groups who made these rescue
efforts possible. Working together was a success!
(CDFW and International Bird Rescue collaborated on this article.)

BCLT would like to thank our dear friends at the Catalina Island Conservancy
and the Long Beach Tuna Club whom we called upon to assist Melissa and IBR
in this bird rescue operation. Early on, Melissa asked if we knew of anyone with
a boat who could help get her team over to the barges and assist with the rescue
effort. Many members of these organizations have boats and the response was
truly overwhelming, with so many boat owners offering aid. We are deeply
grateful for their willingness to lend a hand (and a boat) at a moment’s notice.
Thank you!
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OIL SPILL UPDATE

The oil spill reported on October 2 was the third man-made
disaster Bolsa Chica has had to endure over just the past 15
months. First, it was the 62 acre fire in July 2020, then the drone
disaster in May, and now the threat of an oil spill. Thankfully,
the quick actions taken by the state Department of Fish and
Wildlife and the Huntington Beach Fire Department prevented
oil from entering into the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve. The
protective booms at Bolsa Chica have since been removed as
the danger is judged to have passed.

If you encounter affected animals, call the Oil Wildlife Care
Network Hotline, (877) 823-6926. To report tarballs, email
tarballreports@wildlife.ca.gov

©Steve Eric Smith

A few oiled birds have flown onto the Reserve from the beach,
and Fish and Wildlife and Office of Spill Preventiona and
Response teams are continuing to monitor the situation. Our
hearts go out to those who care for Talbert Marsh, and we are
deeply concerned with the effects this oil spill will inflict on our
wildlife and coastal environment for years to come.

Several endangered Snowy Plovers were found with oiled
feathers as a result of this spill. The birds have been cleaned
and released thanks to the Wetlands and Wildlife Care
Station and the International Bird Rescue.

KEEPING IT CLEAN

thanked them for their time and effort. He was able to walk out
onto the Mesa a bit and spoke to our Executive Director about
the importance of Bolsa Chica, the stressors and impacts that
cause harm to the wildlife habitats, and the future needs of the
Ecological Reserve.

A significant amount of garbage collects at the water’s edge
under the Mesa, captured in the vegetation that is also the
nesting habitat for the endangered Belding’s Savannah Sparrow.
To keep from disturbing nesting birds, we are only able to
retrieve garbage from the area from September through March.

A little more than a week later we were pleased to give a tour
of Bolsa Chica to Sen. Tom Umberg, who has been a friend
of Bolsa Chica’s for many years. Sen. Umberg wanted to hear
about the projects and programs BCLT brings to Bolsa Chica
and our local community. He was especially interested in our
education program, Miracles of the Marsh, and ways that he can
support bringing children to Bolsa Chica to experience nature.

September 18 was Coastal Clean Up Day, and the first time in
more than a year that the Stewards team was able to go over the
edge of the Mesa for a clean-up.

This year, we had a small team and they removed a small
mountain of garbage. We are thankful for all of the volunteers
who joined us, especially those from Fountain Valley High
School. We are planning a few more clean-ups in the next few
months, along with the start of the Stewards planting season.
Registration is required, so if you would like to come out and
get dirty with us, please go to our website and register for one
of our workdays. See you out on the Mesa!
Also joining us for Coastal Clean Up was Sen. Dave Min, who
initially wanted to participate in the clean-up but was unable
to because of an ankle injury. Sen. Min met the volunteers and

BCLT partnered with the local HB Chapter of Surfrider for a
beach clean up on October 2, and we walked the beach that
beautiful morning picking up trash and small plastics bits,
unaware that there was an oil spill just off shore that stretched
13 nautical miles. Joining forces to fight plastic pollution,
Surfrider will be helping BCLT in clean-ups on the Reserve
and we look forward to being on the beach with them for more
clean-ups in 2022.

Senator Tom Umberg
visiting Bolsa Chica
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Senator Dave Min visiting Bolsa Chica
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LOOKING
FORWARD:

Bolsa Chica Land Trust
2022 Calendar

2022

Wings
Over
Bolsa

“WINGS OVER BOLSA”

CALENDARS
ARE HERE!

© Brian Goebel

Calendar cover photo by Brian Goebel

2022 Wings Over Bolsa
Calendars have landed!

Enclosed find my donation for $

fly overhead, and pumpkin spice starts to waft

Please send me the following gift(s):

As summer fades to fall, flocks of Canada Geese

.

through the air, BCLT marks the autumn season
by introducing next year's calendar. For 2022’s
edition, a record 33 photographers submitted
amazing wildlife photographs, all taken at Bolsa
Chica. Our dedicated Calendar Committee spent
a great deal of time choosing the photos and
filling the pages with information about the birds
and wildlife captured in these beautiful images.

QUANTITY

GIFT				DONATION AMOUNT

2022 Wings Over Bolsa
Calendar
$15 each
			
5 Pack 2021 Wings Over Bolsa
Calendars
$60 each
BCLT Navy Blue Bucket Hat

$25 each

For a $60 donation, you will receive five calendars

BCLT Beige Baseball Cap

$25 each

to share with friends. We also have coloring

BCLT Poppy Mug

$20 each

For a $15 donation, you will receive a calendar.

books, license plate frames, t-shirts, hats, and
mugs available. Shipping costs are included. On

Send my gift(s) to:

the remittance envelope please indicate which
gift you would like, with your donation payable
by check. Please go to our website at www.
bclandtrust.org if you would like to use a credit
card or if you would like to choose from our
menu of gifts with a donation.
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Get inspired by the beauty of
Bolsa Chica every day with BCLT’s

Wings Over Bolsa
2022 calendar.
Now available on our website,
www.bclandtrust.org.

Your gift with a $15 donation.
Look inside for more ordering
information.

“Even a wounded world holds us,
giving us moments of wonder and joy.
I choose joy over despair.”
- US AUTHOR ROBIN WALL KIMMERER
© Brian Goebel

