BOLSA CHICA,

AN EXAMPLE FOR THE WORLD

In May, Chilean environmental activist and
L university professor Dra. Carolina Martinez

Reyes and former state Coastal Commission
Executive Director Dr. Charles Lester toured Bolsa Chica with
Bolsa Chica Land Trust Executive Director Kim Kolpin and
Mike Armstrong, husband of our vice president, a long-time
Core Steward, and BCLT’s seasoned blogger.

Dra. Reyes is faculty with the Pontificia Universidad Catolica
de Chile. She is working with Chilean environmental groups
to propose legislation to protect that nation’s coastal wetlands,
which are being damaged by salmon fishing and mining
operations. Dra. Reyes was very interested in California’s
Coastal Act and the state’s efforts to protect and restore
California’s last remaining coastal wetlands.

The decades spent fighting development and protecting Bolsa
Chica, and the hard work put into continuing to care for it, were
very intriguing to Dra. Reyes. The deep commitment of our
community to save these wetlands and mesa was inspiring and
helpful to her. Although much still needs to be done here, as
the terns dove in the bay next to us, Bolsa Chica glimmered as
a beautiful example of the importance of saving these habitats.

I [ July we were contacted by Mari Meyer, a
journalist with Trouw, a Dutch newspaper. Mari
BN isitcd Bolsa Chica to write an article focused on
the issues surrounding the proposed Poseidon desalinization
plant. Based out of Los Angeles, Mari though her readers in
the Netherlands would be interested in the debate and the
ultimate rejection of the Poseidon proposal. Kim gave Mari a
tour of Bolsa Chica and explained the environmental damage
the Poseidon operation was predicted to cause and thus BCLT’s
position of opposition. Mari also visited the Carlsbad desal
plant established by Poseidon for the other side of the story.

Fresh water sources are becoming more critical and
controversial worldwide, and Mari thought it compelling that
a proposal by Poseidon caused such outcry and rejection in a
drought prone area like Southern California. The commitment
to environmental protection that was the basis for the local
community’s objections is newsworthy beyond our borders.

Bolsa Chica, the eyes of the world are upon you!
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ECOLOGICAL RESERVE WATCH PROGRAM

We all have been frustrated with those who break the rules of
the Reserve and bring dogs and bikes on to the trails, as well
as the destructive vandalism, car break-ins, and other bad
behavior which negatively impacts the visitor experience and
threatens the fragile habitats the Reserve provides and protects.
Following the drone incident in 2020, the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust was able to get a commitment from California Department
of Fish and Wildlife Director Charles Bonham to increase the
game warden presence at Bolsa Chica. However, they cannot
be everywhere at all times. Melissa Borde, CDFW’s Reserve
Manager, has gathered the Huntington Beach Chief of Police,
Sea & Sage Audubon, and the three Bolsa Chica non-profits
(BCLT, Amigos de Bolsa Chica, Bolsa Chica Conservancy)
on site several times to discuss options and opportunities to
address these situations.

Melissa and the non-profits groups are now launching the
Reserve Watch program. We will train volunteers to engage
with the visiting public and educate them on the rules of the
Reserve and the importance of these protections, and to give
the public general information regarding the flora, fauna, and
history of Bolsa Chica. The volunteers will provide a valuable
presence on the trails which will hopefully decrease the misuse
and abuse, and the education they impart will instill a greater
understanding and promote an increased level of respect for
the Reserve. Volunteers will also be trained to help monitor
critical wildlife species.

Bolsa Chica Reserve Watch Amazon Charity List
https:/amzn.to/3C433QS

Our community came together over the course of decades to
protect Bolsa Chica, and while the threat of large development
has gone, today’s urban pressures still threaten its ability to
thrive. So now we come together to protect Bolsa Chica’s fragile
habitats and vulnerable wildlife by guiding the public to better
understand and respect this wonderful place. We hope you will
support our efforts today!

WAYS 10 SUPPORT
THE RESERVE WATCH PROGRAM:

VOLUNTEER!

Contact program coordinator Annie at Annie@bcerwatch.org.

DONATE!

Help us purchase the materials and equipment this program is
going to need to be successful. Please see our enclosed

remit envelope.

SHOP OUR WISHLIST!

Needed program materials are listed on our Amazon Wishlist.
If you purchase any of these items, they will be delivered
directly to our door.

polsa Chicg

Reserve Watch
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BOLSA CHICA

RESERVE WATCH

Help protect Bolsa Chica’s
fragile habitats and vulnerable
wildlife by guiding the public
to better understand and
respect this wonderful place.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife, along
with four Non-Profits, have created the Reserve Watch
program to educate the public about Bolsa Chica’s
environment, history, and the rules of the Reserve. This
program is a new effort to connect our community with
the Reserve and to foster respect and understanding
for the amazing wildlife that live here. In addition to
engaging with the visiting public, volunteers will monitor
and report on the plants and animals they observe. For
this program to thrive, we need YOU! Join the Reserve
Watch and help Bolsa Chica flourish!

Training:
October 22 & 29, 2022

Contact annie@hbcerwatch.org
if you are interested in
volunteering for Reserve Watch
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In September, marine biology students from California
State University, San Bernardino, came out to the Reserve
for one of our tours and to take water samples from the
Wintersburg Channel. These samples were taken back to
the school laboratory, where they will be tested to determine
the environmental DNA (EDNA) present in the water. The
students will be able to extract the DNA of living organisms
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BOLSA CHICA, A LIVING LABORATORY

This autumn, Bolsa Chica Land Trust is inviting graduate and
undergraduate students to submit research proposals for the
first time! In addition, faculty and students from our local
colleges and universities will be coming to us for multiple
learning opportunities.

that have been in contact with the water (e.g. fish and birds).
The students have learned how to extract the samples using
specialized filters that the water is forced through.

BCLT also is welcoming two sets of University of California,
Irvine, students to work with Beverley and the Stewards team.
Both groups are working on habitat restoration projects. One
is returning to continue the post-fire restoration test plots and
the other is going to restore an area by the pocket wetland, in a
project that will take the entire school year. We are thrilled to
be able to engage these undergraduate students in meaningful
hands-on and on-site projects where they will get unique
learning experiences.
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Last winter the Reserve Manager Melissa Borde of the state
Department of Fish and Wildlife asked Bolsa Chica Land
Trust to assist with preparing Nest Site 2 for the spring 2022
nesting season. The nest site, accessible only by boat, is deep in
the Reserve, and had too much plant growth on it to be proper
nesting habitat for the California Least Terns (federally listed as
an endangered species) and Western Snowy Plovers (federally
listed as a threatened species) who prefer bare sandy nesting
spots.

Our amazing group of lead Stewards happily grabbed some
rakes and shovels and went out to the site many times during
the winter to remove vegetation and make the habitat more
welcoming for the spring’s migratory birds. This work was not
always easy, but our team was diligent and committed. Their
efforts were a success, and Nest Site 2 was the most productive
of all the nest sites for the California Least Tern at the Reserve
this spring.

The result for this year’s nesting season lists Nest Site 2 with
56 California Least Tern nests with 15 minimum/25 maximum
baby birds fledging. At the same site, the Western Snowy Plover
had 5 nests with 4 baby birds fledging.

The total numbers for the entire Reserve: California Least terns
had 172 nests with 21 minimum to 30 maximum fledglings
(note, the majority fledged from Nest Site 2). Western Snowy
Plovers had 115 nests with 110 fledglings.

BCLT looks forward to continuing to help maintain the nest
sites at Bolsa Chica this winter!

**Special thanks to Melissa and Peter Knapp
for these numbers, and for all of
their work on the Reserve.
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WELCOME TO THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

JASON FIKE

The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is always looking to add committed individuals to our
Board, to strengthen our capacity and deepen our mission. Last year, Jason, a resident of
Brightwater, started volunteering with our Stewards restoration project. His thoughtful
commitment and enthusiasm led us to invite him to join our Board of Directors.
We are pleased that he accepted the challenge, joined our Board, and brings new
energy to our leadership. Welcome, Jason!

CAPTAIN
HOOK

If you follow us on Instagram (bolsachica_lt) you would
have seen us post back in September that there is a young
Great Blue Heron tangled up with some fishing line living
on the Reserve. This photo is of the bird a few weeks later
when it visited our Growing Space on the Mesa. It was
able to get free of some of the fishing line, however line
attached to a fishhook imbedded in the bird’s bill is still
present. The bird is able to fly, thus CDFW staff have been
unable to catch it and help. The bird seems to be able to
eat as well, so we do not know the long-term implications
of the hook and line on the bird.

We encounter people regularly who question urban
impacts on our local wildlife. Yet, here is another example
of what can happen even with just one small, discarded
fishhook. As nesting season comes to a close, autumn
brings us the opportunity to collect the garbage throughout
the Reserve. Each year we remove pounds and pounds of
trash — from larger things like pillows, shoes, and tennis
balls to ridiculous amounts of small pieces of plastic. It is
birds like Captain Hook, who remind us that every little
bit of garbage can harm even our biggest bird.
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J U ST . I _ Bolsa Chica Lan(l Trust
FLEW I N h ; & 2023 Calendar

2023 :
“WINGS - Wings
OVER L ver

o oy Bolsa
CALENDARS

ARE HERE!

Filled with amazing photographs, all taken here
at Bolsa Chica, the 2023 calendars have arrived!

Created with photographs from over 30 generous Enclosed find my donation for $ .
photographers, the calendar highlights some
of the amazing wildlife that we all love. Our
fabulous Calendar Committee folks go the extra
mile: creating informative captions for the larger

Please send me the following gift(s):

photos and matching the photos on each page QUANTITY GIFT DONATION AMOUNT
with the animals you may see that month at the

Reserve, and in their corresponding plumage. 2023 Wings Over Bolsa

Filled with amazing wildlife photography, Wings Calendar $15 each
Over Bolsa brings the natural wonders of the 5 Pack 2023 Wings Over Bolsa

Reserve into your home or office. With your Calendars $60 each

donation of $15, you will receive one calendar, a

donation of $60 will entitle you to five calendars

- 50 you can share your support of Bolsa Chica ~ Send my gift(s) to:
with your friends. Shipping costs are included.
Please go to our website, www.bclandtrust.org
to order with a credit card, or use the enclosed
remittance envelope for a check. Other gifts
are available with donations, please go to the
website for a full list of all the fun Bolsa Chica
merchandise we offer.

A huge “Thank You!” to all of the photographers for sharing
these wonderful images with us all!
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Enjoy the beauty
of Bolsa Chica
everyday with
BCLT’s Wings
Over Bolsa

2023 calendar.
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Bolsa Chica Land Trust
2023 Calendar

Your gift with

a $15 donation.

Wings
ver

Bolsa

Look inside

for ordering
information
and to read
about the work
your donations
support.




