
Dear Friends,

As 2024 comes to a close we at BCLT are grateful for the ability to continue to do all 
of the work that improves the wildlife habitats at the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve. 
Together, we look forward to all of the important work that needs to be done in 2025.

Recently, the Bolsa Chica Land Trust received a $110,000 contribution to replace the 
failing infrastructure in Bolsa Chica’s lowland wetlands.  The pumps, pipes, and 
equipment which keep the water flowing within the lowlands were put in place during 
the wetland restoration in 2005.  We know too well that infrastructure in salt water 
will only last for so long.  The California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s on-site 
staff have done everything possible to maintain the functioning of the site, including 
running out in the middle of the night to fix broken equipment to protect the habitats 
as the tides ebb and flow.

BCLT has worked with the agencies to develop a priority list of urgent needs for the 
Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve.  The $110,000 will thankfully repair the top 4 most 
urgent needs.  We need your help for #5.

Your year-end donation will support the repair of the West and Central Water 
Control structures within the wetlands, the #5 priority, which is urgently needed 
at a cost of $30,000. It is expected that the new infrastructure will last for about 15 
years.  That gives Bolsa Chica fifteen generations of Least Terns, little Western Snowy 
Plovers, and many other species of migratory birds who depend on these wetlands a 
healthy start.  

“Repairing water control structures and other infrastructure is essential for maintaining 
the health of the wetlands and ecosystem, as they regulate water levels and flow, 
ensuring the right conditions for diverse plants and animal species. Improved water 
management can enhance habitat quality and support biodiversity.” Melissa Borde, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve Manager

Your support is critical to BCLT’s ability to do the wonderful things we do for Bolsa 
Chica, from educating 3rd-graders with wetland science to restoring acres of the Mesa.  
In this moment, we are asking for your help to literally keep the water flowing in one of 
California’s most biodiverse wetlands.  

A handful of our amazing members have collectively pledged $15,000 to kick off the 
effort to inspire your year-end gift.  That means that your donation will be matched!  At 
this holiday time, let’s give the greatest gift we can give to the wetlands at Bolsa Chica, 
and let’s keep that water flowing!

To you, and your loved ones, may the beauty of nature fill your heart with 
peace and joy throughout the new year.  Thank you for your support.

Warmly,

 Dan Kalmick  |  President

Bolsa Chica Land Trust
Preserving All of Bolsa Chica



Let’s Keep the Water Flowing!!

YOUR DONATION WILL:

Replace aged pipes and pumps so that the water coming into the system from 
the tidal inlet flows throughout the wetlands, continuously bringing in healthy 
microorganisms and aquatic life.

Provide a healthy ecosystem for the multitudes of birds that nest and feed on the 
islands in the wetlands.

Support the next fifteen years of avian migration which will benefit from the 
improved conditions.

Be MATCHED!  The first $15,000 will be matched and will go directly towards 
the infrastructure replacement.  Additional donations will be used to continue 
our educational and restoration projects and programs which bring thousands 
of school children and community members out to Bolsa Chica every year.  Your 
financial support keeps our lights on, our staff working hard, and builds on all of 
our success and progress.

To thank you we have our wonderful 2025 Wings Over Bolsa calendar as a 
gift for your donation.  Filled with photos of Bolsa Chica’s amazing wildlife, 
they bring the beauty of nature into your home or office every day of the 
new year.  Please see the remit envelope or our website to request a gift 
with your donation.

Thank you for your support! 

All of these amazing photographs were taken at Bolsa Chica by Eric Stogner, John Hannan, Tammy Asaki, 
CDFW, John Hannan, Kaelyn Doan, Brandon MacDonald, Donna Stogner, Jodi Newell, Alan Wendell.
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