EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A new chapter in the inspiring story of the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust has begun, with the naming of Diane Rosencrance as
Executive Director effective June 11, taking the baton passed
by visionary 14-year Executive Director Kim Kolpin, who has
moved with her family to the Seattle area.

Diane was the Executive Director of the Delaware Highlands
Conservancy, since 2016. The Conservancy is headquartered on
the 144-acre Van Scott Nature Reserve, land that was donated to
the Conservancy in 2020 and is now a center for conservation
education with three miles of public trails through woods and
meadows, and along two ponds and wetlands. Educational
programming includes hikes, nature walks, forestry and land
management workshops, and demonstration projects.

At the Conservancy, Diane oversaw a paid staff of eight and a
corps of volunteers, led strategic planning and implementation,
constituency building, donor relations and fundraising, land
conservation and stewardship, community engagement and
education programs, operations, and special projects.

She says she is very excited for “the opportunity to use my
knowledge, experiences and skills to further the vision of the
Bolsa Chica Land Trust to nurture a thriving, healthy, and
sustainable ecosystem for the entire Bolsa Chica, as well as
uphold one of my most deeply held beliefs: that humans are
meant to care for the earth and its animals”

“The future of the Bolsa Chica is bright,” says Land Trust
President John Doyle. “It will of course continue to require
focused and sustained efforts, but our Board is more committed
than ever to strengthening and expanding our programs to
restore and protect the Bolsa Chica as vital habitat for the
hundreds of species that depend on its wetlands and uplands,
and as an educational, recreational and spiritual resource for
the community.”
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THE BOLSA CHICA LAND TRUST WELCOMES
DIANE ROSENCRANCE As

Kim began with the Land Trust in 1996, founding and leading
development of the Bolsa Chica Stewards restoration program.
She became Executive Director in 2012 and since then has
been at the forefront of the Land Trusts successful efforts to
deepen partnerships with government agencies and Tribal
Councils to deal with numerous challenges to the Bolsa Chica
ecosystem and support ongoing management, restoration
and sustainability projects. She oversaw the increase of the
Land Trust’s assets from $200,000 in 2012 to $2 million today,
including the creation of three endowment programs now
totaling more than a half-million dollars.

During her tenure, Kim secured the funding and worked with
State agency partners to develop Bolsa Chicas Sustainability
Study, the foundation for future management of the lowland
wetlands, and worked with agency partners on the planning
and permitting for the current Tern Islands restoration project.
She oversaw the expansion of the Stewards program that sees
hundreds of volunteers plant thousands of native plants at Bolsa
Chica each year to include an onsite nursery, The Growing
Space, and the new fire-resiliency project on the Mesa. She
supported the Land Trust’s educational program, Miracles of
the Marsh, that has seen more than 36,000 Southern California
third graders visit and learn about Bolsa Chicas history
and ecology.

“Kim has been a true leader and visionary whose impact on
Bolsa Chica will benefit generations to come,” said Doyle. “The
Land Trust, and the Bolsa Chica itself, have been very lucky to
have her and her energy and skill will be missed very much. At
the same time, we are excited to bring on Diane, who brings her
own experience and skills, and we look forward to continued
progress and many future successes.”
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In addition to hiring a new executive director, and separate
from that process, BCLT has made some changes and
additions to the team who run the organization, both on
the Board and the staff. We are truly fortunate to have such
a deeply committed group of people working together for
Bolsa Chica.

This January, BCLT’s Board of Directors elected a
new President, Dr. John Doyle. John has been on
our Board since 2015 and has previously served on
our Restoration and Development committees. He
now chairs the Board and the Board Governance
We are excited for his leadership

Committee.
and vision!

I'm honored to serve as President
of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust, an
organization rooted in community,
stewardship, and a deep appreciation
for the world of nature. For years,
I've been alongside our dedicated
staff, volunteers, supporters, and
partners in protecting, preserving
and restoring the natural habitats
and magnificent wetlands of Bolsa Chica. My objective is to
bridge the gap between advocacy and action—whether that’s
through our 'Miracles of the Marsh' education program or our

hands-on restoration work with the Bolsa Chica Stewards. This
landscape is more than just an ecological treasure. Indeed, it
is a place that connects people, increases awareness, inspires
learning, and reminds us of the importance of preserving
what we cherish for today and a lasting-legacy for future
generations. The work we do is truly a shared effort, and I'm
grateful every day for the passionate community that stands
with us in safeguarding this remarkable coastal ecosystem.

i

I invite you to join us on the trails, at our public events, or
in our mission to preserve the beauty, culture and history of
Bolsa Chica.

Our outgoing president, Dan Kalmick, has returned to the
Treasurer role on the Board, and we thank Jeff Rokos for his
diligent work tending our finances for the past several years.
Dan has also been appointed as an alternate for Coastal
Commissioner Susan Lowenberg. Congratulations to Dan as
he continues working to protect the California Coast!

We also welcome Juliette Ruaux
as BCLT’s new Administrative
Assistant!

Juliette has joined the team
and will be taking care of all
things BCLT office, including
maintaining our database, and
send out BCLT merchandise.

I graduated from Occidental College with a bachelor's degree
in biology. This is where I pursued independent research in
ocean and land conservation, and I learned about my passion
for protecting land for future generations. My background
is specifically in Southern California Flora and Fauna and
how plants are adapting due to rising temperatures. Since
graduating college, I have volunteered and worked on several
Long Beach urban farms with agricultural and native plant
gardens. I am personally passionate about researching and
educating about the best native, heat-tolerant and fire-resistant
plants to conserve and protect land for future generations and
wildlife. I have three years of experience as an administrative
assistant, and I look forward to serving the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust community.
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YOUR SUMMERTIME
CHAPEAUS HAVE
ARRIVED!

Greet the summer with the new limited-edition baseball
caps from BCLT. Show oft your support for the beauty of
Bolsa Chica with our new handsome egret and wonderful
wildflower caps! Available for a donation of $40 each, with the
enclosed envelope and on our website www.bclandtrust.org.
Donations go toward our work to heal the wildlife habitats at
Bolsa Chica!

- S

A HEALTHY
BOLSA CHICA
CAN BE

YOUR LEGACY

The Bolsa Chica Land Trust has been honored to receive several
generous gifts of bequeathments from members. Leaving
small percentages of their estates to BCLT, their generosity
has given us significant resources needed to continue our
work and grow our programs. Naming the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust as a beneficiary, even for a small amount, your gift will
grow exponentially as it is put to work educating thousands
of school children, funding university level research, and
nurturing thousands of native plants to restore the Mesa.

Legacy gifts are a forceful statement of support that can help
BCLT and Bolsa Chica long into the future. If you would
like more information on how to include BCLT into your
will and estate planning please contact Executive Director
Diane Rosencrance at Diane@bclandtrust.org.

BCLT thanks Melissa Borde, Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve Manager for allowing us to share these

wonderful photos of CA Least Tern and Western Snowy Plover parents and chicks taken at

Bolsa Chica’s nest sites this spring. We are grateful for Melissa and her teams

continuous hard work in protecting the wildlife at Bolsa Chica.
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SPRINGTIME MIRACLES

Spring brings a few different types of migration to Bolsa Chica. Shorebirds travel thousands of miles to return to the Ecological
Reserve to mate and nest, visitors from around the world come to Bolsa Chica to see the multitude of bird species, and our
parking lots see many migratory yellow school buses bringing thousands of school children to Bolsa Chica for wetland ecology
lessons. This spring, as for the last 24 years, our Miracles of the Marsh 3rd grade science program brought 1,313 students from 19
schools in 8 neighboring cities to visit and learn about coastal wetlands and the beauty of our natural world. 84% of the schools
participating this year are Title 1 schools. With BCLT covering the cost of the program with the support of our members and
corporate grants, the Miracles of the Marsh program continues to thrive.

As we are now at the end of another school year, we want to thank each of our amazing program docents, program helpers Mike
McMahan and Jeft Rokos, and program coordinator Paris Ramirez for making Miracles!! Thinking about becoming a docent?
Contact Paris today at Paris@bclandtrust.org

Thank you to our wonderful Miracles Docents:
Anna Katsuki, Babs Levitan, Cara Capuano, Cathy Parker, Dave Schwab, Janet Frumhoff, Janette White,
Kathy Guadagnini, Laurel Telfer, Page Germain, Pat Schaffer, Rick Taketomo, Sandi Smith, Suzee Ramirez,

Toni Gregory, Cindy Hardin, Isabel Pastora, Gaby Deusch, and Kaylee Moreno
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Meanwhile, winter rains brought waist-high weeds across the
Mesa this spring, which put our Stewards restoration team
into high gear. They are working hard to protect young native
plantings from being consumed by the weeds, and they also
have kept planting to further our restoration footprint and
bring more of the Mesa into balance. Behind the scenes, we
are finally finishing the 2+-year effort to get a permit from
the California Coastal Commission for the fire resiliency
habitat restoration project. This project brings our team and
volunteers within the fence on the Mesa to a specific 2-acre site
where they will plant and nurture native plants and decrease
the fuel load (non-native annuals). This is just the beginning,
and once successful we hope to continue across the entire 118-
acre expanse of the Lower Bench. Work on these first two
acres will be funded in part by the Port of Long Beach, and we
are grateful for their support, and grateful for the hard work
of the team at Rincon Consultants and the amazing CDFW
Reserve Management team at Bolsa Chica. This is a huge job,
one that will take many years, and our team cannot wait to get
to work!

If you are interested in volunteering,
please sign up on our website

www.bclandtrust.org
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Paris Rameriz continues to lead our Miracles of
the Marsh educational program and has moved from
the administrative assistant role to now assisting
Beverley Hansen, Director of Restoration and
Stewardship, out on the Mesa!

Our Stewards habitat restoration team has had an extremely
busy spring with back-to-back workdays where hundreds
of volunteers battled waist-high weeds and planted several
hundred native plants. Volunteers from the community, local
high schools, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and
Hyundai have worked so hard these past few months to restore
the mesa habitat, and we are grateful for their time and effort!
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HAPPY SUMMER AND
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT.

As of this June, there
are 175 California Least
Tern nests and 110 (and
rising!) Western Snowy
Plover nests at the

Bolsa Chica Ecological
Reserve. The plover has
been listed as Threatened
under provisions of the
Endangered Species

Act and the California
Least Tern is listed as
Endangered at both the
federal and state levels.
Bolsa Chica is critical to
their survival. Together,
we can ensure that the
nesting habitat at Bolsa
Chica continues to thrive
into the future.




